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The preliminaries of organizing the Creston Protestant Reformed Church were started in 

the Fall of 1931.  Some of the new members of the First Protestant Reformed Church, which had 

joined from the Coldbrook Christian Reformed Church, together with those from the north-east 

and north-west section of the city had asked the Classical Mission Committee for lectures.  The 

result was that the Rev. H. Hoeksema spoke on three different occasions to goodly numbers.  

Our expectations of organizing a church with many families were high.  Organization would 

eliminate much traveling to Fuller Ave. and we wished to have the truth of God’s Sovereign 

Grace proclaimed to others.  To that end a meeting was called in Stryker’s Hall in Creston’s 

business district, to find out how many would meet and worship with us.  But, alas, our hopes for 

a big reformation in the Colbrook area were shattered but our spirits were not quenched.  

Through the Classical Committee we rented one half of a dry-goods store, located on Coit and 

Quimby Avenues.  The owner presented us with an old showcase which we made into a 

speaker’s platform.  An umbrella case was transformed into a pulpit and those well known Fuller 

Ave. ribbed chairs were used as seats.  Presto!  There was our first meeting place.  Those first 

meetings of worship conducted by various students and ministers of our denomination we will 

never forget.  It was that zeal and enthusiasm which we had experienced a few years before, but 

then on a larger scale, when we were separated from the Christian Reformed Church, that led us 

on.  After a few months of worship in this manner under the jurisdiction of our Fuller Ave. 

consistory, we felt the need of organizing. 

On the evening of February 1, 1932, we assembled for that purpose.  The late Rev. W. 

Verhil opened the meeting with prayer.  After singing Psalm 68:8, Rev. H. Hoeksema preached 

an inspiring sermon from Isaiah 21:11-12: “Watchman, what of the Night?” after which we were 

organized as the Creston Protestant Reformed Church.  There were 16 families, 38 confessing 

members, 69 souls.  Of these, 15 families came from Fuller Church and one from Coldbrook 

Christian Reformed Church.  After approximately six months in the store building, the 

congregation decided to acquire their own church building.  Two lots were bought on Leonard 

St. and committees were appointed to realize that project.  What zeal and energy is shown when 

changes are made!  I remember how that when building the basement of the church some of the 

members were trying to level off a big oak stump so that it would be below the floor proper.  

Many drops of sweat were shed and who would think that that stump would cause us trouble 

eleven years later.  That stump harbored termites which found their way into the church 

basement, through sleepers embedded in the concrete floor, which held the wooden floor.  

Indeed a true picture of how false doctrines creep into the church unawares. 

Soon the church basement was completed and the congregation could meet there, 

although under difficulty. 

We were without a minister about eight months, although we had an able “consultant,” 

Rev. H. Hoeksema and ministers and students to bring us the Word of God.  Our hearts were 

gladdened when we received our first pastor, the Rev. J. Vander Breggen, who was installed 

August 5, 1932.  He labored among us for three years.  Then Rev. H. Veldman shepherdized us 

for four years, under whose labor the congregation grew spiritually stronger. 



Our present minister is the Rev. J. D. De Jong who from Sabbath to Sabbath brings us the 

unadulterated milk of the Word of God and takes an active interest in society life as well as in 

each individual member. 

Our growth since the beginning has been from 16 families and 69 souls to 31 families, 

140 souls and 76 confessing members.  We have six boys in the service, five overseas.  In 

societies of a small congregation it is noticeable if one is absent, so also with our Young People’s 

Society.  It made quite a hole when our boys left but they carry on their weekly meeting 

faithfully. 

We’ve had our difficulties and hardships as church.  Some members left us, others came.  

Our love for the true preaching of God’s Word should be strong enough, so that petty 

interference of our person by other members must not be able to shipwreck or forsake our love 

for the purest manifestation of the Word. 

Our church debt is gradually diminishing, especially in the last two years we could 

materially reduce it.  A suitable parsonage was also bought a few blocks from the church. 

May God grant that we as church continue to proclaim the glorious Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to the extension of His Kingdom. 
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