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Alright, fellows and girls, you’ve donned your caps and gowns and you’ve gathered in 

the auditorium of the school for the last time as students of that institution.  Mother and Dad 

were there and a host of friends and well wishers.  You have listened to a fine address by a 

talented speaker.  Solemnly, one by one, you marched across the platform and uttered a low 

“thank you” as you were presented your diplomas and such other awards as you may have 

received by your outstanding achievements. 

Now what?  It is the morning after the night before and with an almost fearful 

apprehension you suddenly realize that that phase of your life has come to a close.  You almost 

feel as though you were standing alone in the world and the realization that you are entering a 

world which is troubled, distressed and perplexed does not help to alleviate the nameless fear 

which gnaws at your heart. 

Let’s pause a moment, shall we, before we go our several ways and see if we can help 

each other over what to us is unchartered terrain?  After all, that’s one of the things which is so 

nice about friendship.  Sometimes just a firm handclasp and a warm sunny smile makes all the 

difference in the world. 

I’m very glad you have come this far and will appreciate so much if you’ll let me take a 

few minutes of your time to tell you what I’ve been thinking about.  And I can’t help but feel that 

I must tell you something which, at first glance, may seem very strange indeed.  For, I must tell 

you that you didn’t graduate last night!  No, don’t bother to wave that diploma before me to 

prove I’m wrong.  Yes, yes, I know that you have that piece of paper which states that you have 

successfully completed a prescribed course of study.  The point is; that you didn’t graduate last 

night if by graduation you mean that your school days are over and you can coast along for the 

rest of your life on your academic achievements.  Your school days are never over.  True it is 

that you may never again, in the formal sense, attend an institution of learning.  True it is that 

you may never again follow a certain prescribed course of study.  But graduate from school—

never! 

Perhaps during your recently completed course of study you were required to learn things 

which you felt were of little value.  Maybe, the girls especially thought it useless to learn that the 

sum of the squares of the sides of a right angled triangle is equal to the square of the 

hypothenuse.  Or you fellows thought it a bit silly to memorize Portia’s mercy speech in “The 

Merchant of Venice”.  And it may be true that you will never use these things (but don’t be too 

sure about that) and you may even have forgotten them after the “finals” were over.  Neither is it 

true that your instructor labored under the delusion that you would retain every bit of information 

which you gleaned from your textbooks.  Your education was not primarily for the purpose of 

committing to memory a host of miscellaneous fact.  If your education is meant for one thing it 

should be this, namely, that you were taught to think! 

You can never amass all the wisdom and knowledge which is contained in the world, and 

no man would ever dare claim that he has.  But, if you have learned to think and to study and 

investigate, you will happily discover that your formal education was not in vain.  You will find, 

too, that your school days will then never be over and every experience and problem of life will 

be a challenge, and you will be called upon to find a solution.  Sometimes your solution will be 

based upon sound thinking and judgment and you will see a joyful fruit.  But, if you seek a 



solution which is based upon and motivated by dishonorable objectives, you may not expect to 

escape the consequences.  As Christian young people you must understand that every action has 

its result and those inflexible laws of God are as true for you as they are for the world.  Be honest 

with yourselves and always ready to ask for advice and to heed the good counsel of others.  It is 

no disgrace not to know; the disgrace lies in an unwillingness to learn.  Remember those lines: 

“It’s nothing against you to fall down flat: but to lie there—that’s disgrace!” 

Within certain limits, it does not greatly matter what vocation you have chosen to make 

as your life’s work.  Your ability to think and willingness to learn will be appreciated and 

rewarded by any employer who is worthy of the name.  No one, and especially those for whom 

and with whom you work, appreciates a “smart alec” or one who thinks he knows it all. 

But, I would not have you to believe that you must be a spineless creature or one who 

“yes, yes’s” everyone or everything.  Remember that a dog who wags his tail regardless of who 

strokes his head may be a suitable pet but is worthless if you would trust him with anything of 

value.  If you have an idea, whether it be a solution to a problem or a conclusion at which you 

have arrived, after careful consideration and investigation, or a simple question, which you 

would like answered, do not be afraid to raise your voice either in protest or honest inquiry and 

let no one hush you with a few time worn generalities which by a bit of stretching might 

somehow convey the remote impression that they are an answer which fits the question.  Let no 

man regardless of his rank or station ruthlessly step on your neck or put a tourniquet on your pen.  

It’s good to be a little skeptical about some things and it is not good to believe all things.  Prove 

all things in the laboratory of your heart and mind.  Truth will not suffer from analysis and 

vivisection and in the process you will be able to detect and separate the error.  And, incidentally, 

at the same time you will exercise and strengthen your own mental faculties. 

Do not fear criticism but rather welcome it.  Appreciate the fact that those who may differ 

have enough courage and honesty to stand up and slug it out toe to toe.  Those for whom you 

should have contempt are those nameless little creatures who will knife you in the back and 

ascribe to your every word or deed a motive which is quite foreign to the thought and intent of 

your heart. 

But, is that all that we have to say about graduation?  Indeed no!  As a matter of fact, as 

far as we are concerned we would not feel that this subject was treated very properly if we do not 

understand that in and through all these general truths there lies the truth concerning graduation.  

For, if in your years of scholastic endeavor, you have not also been graduating spiritually you 

must know that your life has been empty indeed.  If, in your search for knowledge and wisdom 

you have neglected or forgotten the only Source of wisdom and knowledge, you are an educated 

fool!  And if on your high hopes and ambitions you have not reckoned with Him Who is the 

Great Director of your life’s pathway then it must not be said that you have missed something.  

Christian friend, you have missed everything!  If your textbook has not been the Holy Scriptures 

you will never acquire wisdom.  And from them only will you learn to answer the question 

concerning what is the hope that is in you.  From that textbook you will never graduate in this 

life. 
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