
Who Am I 
Rev Cornelius Hanko 

 

 

(1)  I was born in Hallum, Friesland, at the beginning of the century.  Although I was sent 

out to work at the age of 12, I did manage to take up a correspondence course.  This, besides my 

activities in the Young Men’s Society, served as an early preparation for my office in the 

ministry in later years. 

(2)  About the time of the common grace controversy in America I left my native land to 

take up my residence in this country.  Talk of the erroneous views of a certain Rev. Hoeksema 

already reached me in the Netherlands, and on board ship across the ocean someone made the 

remark that it would not be surprising if I would feel at home with these teachings.  I had hardly 

reached Grand Rapids when I was given a kindly warning to steer clear of this preaching.  All of 

which aroused my curiosity sufficiently to cause me to investigate these matters more 

thoroughly. 

(3)  The result was that I not only became a member of the Protestant Reformed Church, 

but soon gained admittance into the Seminary, where I was able to prepare for the ministry.  In 

those days my first hand knowledge of the language of the land of my birth served me in good 

stead, but I also soon learned to speak the language of my adopted country very fluently.  Three 

years after I arrived in this country, I preached my first English sermon in Fuller Ave. Church. 

(4)  In September of 1929, I passed my classical examination, married Miss. Marguerite 

De Vries of our Fuller Ave. Church and went to my first charge in Doon, Iowa.  My second 

charge was in Hudsonville, where I succeeded Rev. Vos and labored for a number of years.  

Three years ago I became the successor of the Rev. H. Veldman in the Creston Church of Grand 

Rapids, Michigan.  
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