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Beloved young people in the Lord Jesus Christ!  You are living in a serious time.  The 

events of our day are loudly testifying on every side.  Many of you are called away from home 

and dear ones.  You have been trained in the way of God’s Covenant promises.  You have the 

covenant sign and seal upon your forehead.  You have heard your father and mother tell you over 

and over again that the beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord.  You have sat in your 

Catechism rooms; have heard the Word of God preached in the divine services.  You, beloved 

young brethren, who are upon the battle fields throughout the world, are a testimony of the 

seriousness of our times.  As you were advancing from childhood into youth you often times 

thought why are my parents so concerned about my training?  Why do they discipline me so 

severely when I err by the way.  Why must I continually go to a Christian School and protest 

against evil?  Why cannot I go along with the rest, when they do as the world does?  You 

reached the age of eighteen, and suddenly you were called away from this environment of home 

and church, and sent to all parts of the world to fight in the battles of the Nations.  Your training 

came to an end; no more can you see Father and Mother as before.  And in this entirely different 

and adverse environment, you fully realize why your parents disciplined you so carefully and 

watched over your training, making sure that you received a good sound doctrinal training in the 

things of God and His covenant promises.  Your testimony as it comes from the battle fields, as 

well as the events you are living through bring from the lips of God’s covenant people, new 

vows before God, that they will do all in their power to train their covenant youth in the fear of 

the Lord. 

That Calvin’s institutes are a very appropriate work for young people to study is proven 

from the following fact.  Calvin in one of his early editions wrote: “It remains for us to consider 

what is the nature of true faith; we shall easily learn this from the so-called Apostle’s Creed, in 

which is given concisely a brief summary of the Christian faith, as accepted by the Universal 

Church.”  In his last edition the same thought is more fully expressed in the following terms:  

Thus far I have followed the order of the Apostle’s Creed; for this creed, touching briefly on the 

principal points of redemption, may serve us as a schedule in which we perceive distinctly, in 

order the various points that call for attention in respect to Christ.  We consider that beyond all 

controversy the whole history of our faith is therein briefly and systematically traced; and that 

nothing is contained in it which is not established by sure Scriptural proofs.  But the statement 

that Calvin has followed the order of the Apostle’s Creed applies with equal force to the whole 

book, “Calvin’s Institutes” as he finally bequeathed it to the Church of Christ.  This we shall now 

proceed to prove. 

The Apostle’s Creed as taught in our Catechism: “I believe in God the Father, Almighty 

Maker of heaven and earth, etc. may be reduced to four principal heads namely: 1. Belief in God 

as the Creator of all things.  2. Belief in Jesus Christ the Son of God.  3. Belief in the Holy 

Universal Church. (There is no # 4 in my copy.  LY)  In like manner, the Institutes of the 

Christian Religion in its final form consists of the following four books:  Book 1.  On the 

Knowledge of God the Creator.  Book 2.  On the Knowledge of God the Redeemer.  Book 3.  On 

the way in which Grace is received and the Fruits which it produces.  Book 4.  On the external 

means by which God calls us into communion with Christ.  It is evident that these correspond 

exactly to the four principal heads of the Creed which we have enumerated above. 



The first article of the Creed refers to God the Father and His omnipotence, which 

includes the creation, preservation and government of all things.  In like manner the first book of 

the Institutes treats of the knowledge of the Creator, Preserver and Governor of all things.  It 

explains what the knowledge of the Creator is, and to what end it tends:  that it is not learned at 

school, but is impressed on the hearts of all men by creation, Rom. 1:19: and that the depravity 

of man is so great that he stifles this knowledge through ignorance and wickedness.  And 

although this innate knowledge is supported by the visible creation, Ps. 19:1, in which the power 

of God may be clearly seen, yet man profits not even by this.  Thus God, when He designs to 

make Himself more intimately known to His people for their salvation, sets before them His 

written word.  This consideration leads our author to treat the Holy Scripture, in which God has 

revealed Himself and has shown that the Father, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit are the 

true God, the Creator of heaven and earth, whom we could not learn to know so as to glorify 

Him from our innate knowledge of His existence or from His works in creation.  This leads on to 

a discussion of the revelation which God has given of Himself in Scripture as one in essence and 

three in persons.  And lest man should charge his own willful blindness to God’s account, Calvin 

shows what man was at first by creation, good and upright, created in the image of God.  Having 

thus dealt with creation he passes on to speak of the preservation of all things, and discourses at 

great length on the subject of divine providence. 

But since man has fallen he must have recourse to Christ: hence it follows in the creed, 

and in Jesus Christ His only begotten Son our Lord.  In like manner our author in the second 

book of the Institutes treats of the knowledge of God as a Redeemer in Christ, and leads us to 

Christ the Mediator.  Here he deals with the fall, and with original sin, and shows that man has 

no power in himself to escape from sin, or from the curse that hangs over him on account of it; 

but that until he is reconciled to God and renewed in heart, nothing can proceed from him but 

what is worthy of condemnation; and that man since being entirely lost in himself and incapable 

even of conceiving a good thought to heal himself or please God, must seek redemption outside 

of himself in Christ.  This leads to an exposition of the moral law.  Calvin shows that Christ was 

known under the law to the Jews as the Author of salvation, but was more fully revealed to the 

New Testament Church under the Gospel.  Hence arises a discussion of the likeness and 

difference of the Old and New Testaments.  Then we are taught that to bring about the full 

effects of a perfect salvation, it behooved the Son of God to become man.  That He did actually 

assume a true human nature, and that the divine and human natures are united in one person in 

Christ: that His offices as Priest and King and Prophet are intended to procure and apply a full 

salvation through His merit and judicial power.  We are then told how He actually performed the 

work of a Redeemer; and here are expounded the articles of the creed which touch on Christ’s 

death, resurrection and ascension into heaven. 

But so long as Christ is apart from us, He profits us nothing: wherefore we must be 

engrafted into Him as branches in a vine; hence it follows in the creed, “I believe in the Holy 

Ghost”; for He is the bond of union between us and Christ.  Thus our author in his third book 

treats of the Holy Spirit who unites us to Christ, and consequently of faith, whereby we embrace 

Christ and receive from Him the benefits of justification, regeneration and repentance.  In order 

to show the uselessness of a faith which is not accompanied with repentance, Calvin next 

discourses of that continuous repentance which Christ produces in us when He is received by 

faith. 

He then returns to the subject of justification, and also speaks of prayer as the hand by 

which we receive the promised blessings treasured up in Christ.  But since not all men are united 



to Christ by the Holy Spirit, our author treats in the next place of the eternal election of God, by 

which it came to pass that He, seeing nothing good in us but what He Himself should bestow 

upon us, gave us to Christ and united us to him through the effectual preaching of the gospel of 

the promise.  And for the full effects of regeneration and the perfect enjoyment of happiness we 

are then referred to the last resurrection, to which we must look for them, since in this world the 

happiness of the people of God is only begun. 

Since, however, God does not generally bestow faith without the use of means, but 

employs to that end the preaching of the gospel, and has enjoined the use of ordinances and 

discipline, the creed goes on to say: “I believe in the holy universal Church.”  And thus our 

author in his fourth book speaks of the Church, and of the means which the Holy Spirit employs 

to call and to preserve it: the preaching of the Word, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which are as 

it were the scepter with which Christ rules His spiritual kingdom.  And in as much as civil 

governments, though distinct from the spiritual kingdom of Christ, are given by God for the 

protection of the Church in this world, until called its eternal inheritance, Calvin in from these 

temporary shelters to Book 4 discourses at great length on this subject. 

Such is the sum of Calvin’s Institutes.  In short, man originally created upright but 

afterwards not partially but completely ruined, (totally depraved), finds his whole salvation 

outside of himself in Christ; (unconditional election), to whom united by the Holy Ghost, given 

to us without regard to works performed by us, we receive by imputation a perfect righteousness, 

(Limited atonement), (irresistible resurrection), (Perseverance of the saints).  That praise for so 

great mercy and salvation may be given to God by the heirs of the heavenly inheritance. 
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