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Lesson LX 

The Heavenly Messenger and the Fleeing Watch 

Matthew 28:2-5; 11-15 

 

The Quaking Earth and the Visiting Angel, Vss. 2, 3. 

1. The Signs as such: 

a. There occurs a great earthquake.  This earthquake as “great” in its violent shaking of 

the earth.  Quite likely only the earth immediately near the tomb.  This seems to be a proper 

inference from the fact that we do not read “all the earth” (compare Matt. 27:45) as also from the 

evident ignorance of both the disciples and the people.  The latter we infer from Matt. 28:15. 

b. The reason for the quaking of the earth is “for an angel of the Lord descended out of 

heaven and came and rolled back the stone (door of the sepulcher) and sat upon it.”  It is the 

appearance of this angel that strikes our attention.  Especially in connection with the earthquake.  

His appearance was like “lightning” and his clothing “white.” 

2.  Their Implication: 

a. Of the “Earth-quake.”  The Bible often speaks of “earthquakes” both in the O. T. and 

in the N. T.  And always there is a symbolical, revelational import attached to this phenomena in 

creation.  Some passages which should be studied are the following: (1) In the O. T. Ex. 19:16-

18; Ps. 77:13-18; Ps. 97:1-4.  (2) In the N. T. Matt. 24:7; Mk. 13:8; Luke 21:11.  In these 

passages “earthquakes” are associated with famines, wars, pestilence, judgments, the beginning 

of sorrows; Rev. 6:12; (breaking of the 6
th

 seal) Rev. 8:5 (the judgments upon the earth as answer 

to the “prayers of all the saints”) Rev. 11:13, 19 (associated with the pouring forth of the seven 

vials full of the wrath of God Almighty.  Thus also in Rev. 16:18.  They are the manifestation of 

God whose ways are in the Holy Place!  Notice in this connection this same sign in Matt. 27:51. 

b. The appearance of this angel as of “lightning.”  This latter description fits with the sign 

of the quaking earth.  Compare Ex. 19:18; II Sam. 22:15; Ps. 18:14; Matt. 24:27; Rev. 4:5; 8:5; 

11:19; 16:18.  Also in the “lightning” the judgment and the fierce wrath of the Lord of Hosts is 

signified.  That this angel appears in this particular form is significant; witness the effect! 

c. That this angel is dressed in “white raiment” is also significant.  See Rev. 6:2, 11; 7:9, 

13; 14:14; 19:11, 14; 20:11.  White is the color of purity, heaven, victory! 

 

The Fleeing Watch, vss. 4, 11-15. 

1.  The Watch: 

a. Who and what this Watch is.  They were Roman soldiers who had been sent there by 

Pontius Pilate upon the request of the “Chief Priests and Pharisees.” Matt. 27:62.  These had 

remembered the saying of Jesus that He was to rise again the third day.  These “leaders of the 

Jews” wished to make doubly certain that this would not happen.  So the grave is sealed and the 

watch is stationed. 

b. This watch is present during the earthquake and the appearance of the angel.  Two 

powers here.  The power of the “gathering of the nations” and the representative of the “Lord of 

glory.”  The scope of this occurring here includes all the powers in heaven and on earth.  

Compare Rev. 12; Psalm 2. 



2.  Their flight. 

a. First they fall to the earth and become as dead men.  But then they run to report to the 

Jewish leaders.  They give a factual report.  They tell all that had taken place.  Vs. 11.  The 

Jewish leaders are assured that Jesus rose from the dead. 

b. But they concoct the lie that the disciples stole the body.  Indeed many must have gone 

to see the sign of the clothing in the grave.  Risen saints appeared in the Holy City to many.  

Matt. 27:53.  The truth of the parable of the “Rich Man and Lazarus” is fulfilled in these Jewish 

leaders.  Compare Luke 16:31. 

QUESTIONS: 1. Would there be earthquakes if there had been no fall of man in 

Paradise?  How must we judge of the “laws of nature” in the light of the signs of God’s 

judgments in the Universe?  Does it not seem strange to have signs of judgment and wrath on 

“Easter morn”?  Is it salutary to see that Christ’s resurrection is a judicial act of God?  Compare 

Rom. 4:25.  How does this manifestation of judgment and the factual report of it by the Watch 

affect the Jewish leaders?  Do they do what Israel did at Sinai?  Ex. 20:18-21.  The God with 

Whom we have to do in the N. T. Dispensation is He still the God who speaks out of the 

darkness, earthquakes, lightnings?  Heb. 12:26-29. 

2.  Is the fleeing of the Watch the fulfillment of Psalm 2:1-4?  Of Psalm 68:1 and 

Numbers 10:35, 36?  Does this “Watch” represent the image of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream?  And 

is the Risen Christ the “Stone” rolling from the mountain?  Dan. 2:34, 35.  Is there significance 

in the fact that this mighty angel sits on the “sealed stone” at the grave? 

 

********* 

 

Lesson LXI 

The Galilean Women at the Empty Tomb 

Matt. 28:1, 5-7; Mk. 16:1-7; Luke 24:1, 8 

 

The Women 

1.  The Various Accounts in the Gospels. 

a. Matthew says: that they were Mary Magdalene; the other Mary. 

b. Mark says: Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome. 

c. Luke says: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary, the mother of James, and the “rest.”  See 

verse 10. 

2.  The identity of these women. 

a. In a general way it can be said that they were all women from Galilee.  They are not 

“daughters of Jerusalem” which Jesus addresses on the way to the cross.  Luke 23:28. 

b. Concerning the women named here we can say the following: (1) Mary Magdalene we 

will discuss first.  She is always named first.  She was from Magdala, a city on the western shore 

of the Sea of Galilee.  From her Christ had cast seven devils.  She was one of, and, apparently the 

leader of the group of women that followed Jesus and His disciples through Galilee, ministering 

from their substance to their needs.  And thus they are also here in Jerusalem.  And even now 

their role is to minister to the earthly needs of Jesus.  (2) Mary (the other) she is called by both 

Mark and Luke the “mother of James.”  This James is called the “lesser” in distinction from 

James, the brother of John and the son of Zebedee.  He is also called James, the son of Alpheus.  

Matt. 10:1; Acts 1:13.  Hence, Alpheus is the husband of this “other Mary.”  Matthew speaks of 

this “other Mary” as sitting over against the grave with Mary Magdalene when Jesus was buried 



by Joseph and Nicodemus.  Mt. 27:57.  And this Mary stood with Mary Magdalene and Salome, 

the wife of Zebedee from afar when Jesus died.  In John 19:25 this Mary is called the sister of 

Jesus’ mother and the wife of Cleophas.  This Cleophas is evidently the same man as Alpheus, 

only a different pronunciation.  From this we see that Jesus had relatives among His disciples 

and also among these women.  And some of these women were in turn relatives of the disciples.  

Joanna was the wife of Chuza, steward of Herod Antipas.  Luke 8:3.  She had evidently been 

healed of some affliction, too, by Jesus.  And Salome was the mother of John (the beloved 

disciple) and James, the greater.  There were also other women.  These are not mentioned by 

name. 

 

They Go to the Sepulchre.  Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:2-4; Luke 24:1-3; John 20:1. 

1. The Day?  It was the first day of the week.  The Jews numbered the days, reckoning 

from the Sabbath, and then counting. 

2.  Time of the day?  Matthew says: “As it began to become light;” Mark says: “The sun 

having risen;” Luke says: “Deep in the morning,” which is rendered in the King James Version 

“very early;” John says: “it being yet dark.”  The evident fact is that when the women first 

bestirred themselves it was still dark, “deep in the morning,” yet, day was about to break.  When 

they arrive at the grave the sun had risen. 

 

The Message of the Angel (angels) to them. 

1. According to Luke and Mark, the women do not see the angel sitting on the stone.  

Mark 16:5 says: “Having entered the sepulchre they saw a young man sitting on the right hand 

clothed in a white garment.”  Luke, in fact, speaks of two angels.  This message, therefore, seems 

to have been given to the women in the tomb.  That also accounts for the fact that Mary 

Magdalene did not see the angels.  She, with the other women, saw the stone cast away from the 

tomb.  John 20:1. 

2.  Content of this message: 

a. Consoling and corrective word.  Indeed they seek Jesus.  They need not fear.  Fear the 

world of unbelief must who will not obey the Son of God. 

b. In the Christ crucified there is no need of fear.  Had He not taken away the wrath of 

God on the Cross? 

c. Therefore He is risen.  Do not look for the Living One among the dead.  See the place 

where the Lord lay!  Go tell this to His disciples.  The very heart of the gospel the angel 

proclaims.  It is the entire good tidings of the Scriptures in a nutshell. 

QUESTIONS: 1. Was the attachment of these women to Jesus only Spiritual?  What light 

does their going to anoint the body of Jesus cast on this question?  Did these women understand 

as much of the Scriptures and of the hope of the resurrection at the least in the Kingdom?  Matt. 

11:11. 

2.  Is it not very striking that we read nothing about Mary, Jesus’ mother in this 

connection?  Did the women faithfully fulfill their task in bringing these tidings to the disciples?  

Luke 24:10, 22.  Is there a more marked contrast possible in this world than the one between the 

report of the women and its development and the report of the “watch”?  Are these the two lines 

of the battle of the ages? 

 

 

 



******** 

 

Lesson LXII 

Resurrection Testimony in the Empty Tomb 

John 20:1-10 

 

The Background of it, vss. 1, 2. 

1.  The General Circumstances. 

a. There was great sorrow in the hearts of the disciples.  It was as far as they were 

concerned, now that Jesus had been killed, the end of all their hopes.  They were also afraid of 

the Jews.  Compare Luke 24:21; John 20:19. 

b. There was also a total lack of understanding the Cross.  None understood that the 

Christ must suffer and thus enter into His glory.  The Scriptures were for them, in spite of all that 

Jesus had told them in the night that He was betrayed, a closed book.  All had been offended in 

Christ, and since the Shepherd had been slain they (the disciples) were scattered.  It was a long 

way from this condition to the boldly standing forth to preach the resurrection on the day of 

Pentecost! 

2.  The Very Specifically Erroneous Report of Mary Magdalene. 

a. Mary Magdalene had gone with the women to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus ere 

corruption should have set in.  Upon arriving there the women all see the stone, about which they 

were justly concerned as to how to move it.  This was an after-thought on the part of these 

women.  In their haste they had forgotten about this stone until they were almost at the grave.  

Meanwhile the Angel had removed the stone, and had sat down upon it in the sight of the 

“Watch” showing that all things are to be subjected unto the feet of Christ. 

b. The women and Mary see the stone removed.  They do not see the angel(s).  They are 

in the tomb.  The resurrection being the farthest removed from their minds, in fact never being 

able to arise in their heart, and the fear of the Jews being a reality, they jump at but one 

conclusion: the grave had been rifled.  And Mary goes to the extreme; fearing the worst she 

concludes that the body has been stolen by the enemies, the Jews! 

c. Thus running to Peter and John she says: They have stolen the Lord and we do not 

know where they have laid Him. 

3.  Peter and John run to the grave with two facts in the background: 

a. Ignorance of the Scriptures and the real significance of Christ’s death. 

b. Expecting to find the body of Jesus stolen; the tomb rifled! 

 

The Sign of the Clothing. 

1.  The linen clothing. 

a. These linen clothes were strips of linen cloth purchased by Joseph of Arimathea in 

which the body of Jesus had been wrapped after they had taken it down from the cross.  John 

19:38-43. 

b. These clothes were lying in the tomb: Thus John sees them and also Peter.  Some facts 

seem to stand out: 

(1) These clothes are all that is left of the corpse. 

(2) And they are lying so as to attract special notice and attention.  One cannot read the 

account of John and escape this conclusion.  All that the disciples do is look at the clothing.  

They evidently do not touch them.  They look and read: 



2.  The Sign of the Clothing: 

a. The position of the linen clothes with the spices: We believe they were in the same 

position that they had been while around the body of Jesus.  It is true that this is not stated in the 

text. 

b. We offer the following however: 

(1) The plain teaching of Scripture of the nature of the resurrection.  It was not a 

returning to the former relationships of life.  It was a passing on into the heavenly.  Hence, Christ 

did not leave the grave under the special laws and restrictions of the earthly form of life.  

Witness His standing in the midst of the disciples the doors being closed.  John 20:19.  Compare 

I Cor. 15:35-49. 

(2) That the form of the clothing must have been so that it revealed, or at least 

corroborated the testimony of the Scriptures.  Compare verse 9.  What John saw when he came 

to the grave must have riveted his feet to the ground.  Had the body been stolen there would have 

been no clothing.  Now even the napkin lies by itself neatly rolled up. 

3.  Working Faith in the Resurrection of the Scriptures: 

a. There are those who deny this.  They take “for” in “for as yet they knew not the 

Scriptures that He must rise again from the dead” as assigning reason.  And they render the 

sense: John believed the account of Mary that the body had been stolen, for they did not yet 

know the Scriptures! 

b. We believe that John came to believe and to see the Scriptures in these signs: We offer 

the following: 

(1)  The general purpose of Christ’s appearances and signs after the resurrection to be 

infallible proofs of the resurrection.  Acts 1:3 

(2)  The universal usage of the term “to believe” in the gospel of John.  Compare John 

20:30, 31; 21:24, 25. 

(3)  The fact that “for” is fundamentally explanatory and not that of assigning reason.  

John merely adds this statement to explain to his readers nearly 60 years later how it came that it 

was only here that he first saw the light of the resurrection.  The explanation is: God’s Sign 

brought home the truth of the resurrection in one flash! 

QUESTIONS:  1. The term “Scripture” in verse 9 does that refer to any particular 

passage?  Or does it refer to the united and universal teaching of all the Scripture?  Does Luke 

24:25-27 shed any light on this question?  Luke 24:44-47?  Does Scripture say that Jesus arose 

from the grave according to the Scriptures?  I Cor. 15? 

2. Was there necessarily an operation of the Holy Spirit present, giving John this insight 

into the truth of the resurrection by means of this sign?  John 14:16; I Cor. 2:10-16. 

3. Did the disciples come to believe the resurrection because they could not disbelieve it 

any longer?  Was it necessary for them to believe in order to preach?  II Cor. 4:13. 

 

******** 

 

Lesson LXIII 

The Miraculous Catch of Fish 

John 21:1-14 

 

The Occasion, vss. 1-5. 

1.  The General Occasion. 



a. The disciples are not in Galilee.  Thus they had been directed. 

b. This was the third time that Jesus manifested Himself unto the disciples.  Thomas is 

also present in Galilee.  Compare John 20:19, 24. 

c. However, this is not the meeting of which Jesus had spoken to His disciples while on 

earth, and of which the angel had spoken on the morning of the resurrection.  Compare Matt. 

28:7, 16. 

d. There are 7 disciples present here.  They are: Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, James 

and John and two other disciples. 

2. The particular occasion.  (Fishing on the Sea of Galilee). 

a. They go fishing that evening and all the night and they catch nothing. 

b. In the morning Jesus stands on the shore.  They did not know that it was Jesus.  He 

says: Young men have ye anything to eat?  And in true fishermen disgust they say: No!  

Compare the ever more brief reply of John the Baptist in John 1:20, 21. 

c. Then Jesus tells them to cast the net on the other side of the boat and they shall find.  

And behold they do.  Upon Jesus Word, they catch a great multitude of fish.  One hundred and 

fifty-three fish, vs. 11. 
 

The Outstanding Elements. 

1.  In the manifestation of Jesus as such. 

a. There is a certain hiddenness of Jesus.  They do not recognize Him even when He 

speaks to them.  Is this not quite evidently the case when we remember that He had already 

appeared twice unto them before this and after His resurrection?  And is it not definitely stated in 

verse 4 that they do not know that it was Jesus?  And is there not something mysterious reflected 

in the statement: “no one durst ask Jesus: who art thou…..”? 

b. Yet enough is revealed. 

(1) What is revealed?  Two matters: 

(a) That it is He, Jesus Himself.  This is very certain. 

(b) That He is the Lord!  John recognizes this element.  The risen one, the same who died 

and is now risen. 

(2) Revealed how? 

(a) In His “command” and “promise.”  That is enough.  Demand of faith and obedience. 

(b) In the marvelous fulfillment of the promise. 

2. Men contrasted with the “catch of fish” recorded in Luke 5:1-11. 

a. There are indeed points of similarity.  The fruitless night that preceded in both 

instances.  Also there upon Christ’s command a great number of fish are caught. 

b. But there are striking points of difference: 

(1) This time the nets do not break.  In Luke 5:7 the nets tear.  They cannot accomplish 

the task. 

(2) This time the disciples eat of the fish.  The former times they do not. 
 

Symbolic Teaching. 

1.  It is striking that there is not a word of instruction given in this connection. 

a. At other miracles and acts of Christ this is done. 

b. Thus also in the catch of fishes recorded in Luke 5. 
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