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Every discussion about a thing will best proceed from an investigation of the name which 

it bears, for the name ever sizes and presents the most distinctive features of the thing.  In the 

name we have the true declaration of the innermost nature.  So too, the name Protestant 

Reformed.  When the name “Protestant Reformed Churches” was adopted, they meant to express 

that they stand on the basis of the Reformed Churches of the Reformation of the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries.  And what a basis!  The Word of God and the Reformed Confessions, the 

reformed faith as expressed in the three forms of unity—the Heidelberg Confession, the 

Netherland Confession and the Canons of Dordrecht. 

At the period when the Reformation was about to burst forth, there were two principles 

with regard to doctrine.  Human systems had taught that salvation is of man.  The religions of the 

earth had devised an earthly salvation.  The religion of God taught that salvation comes from 

Him alone; that is, it is a gift from heaven.  The sovereign Ruler, God, hath given to us eternal 

life, I John 5:11.  The church had fallen because the great doctrine of justification by faith in the 

Saviour had been taken away from her and that doctrine of justification by faith is the heel that 

shall bruise the head of the serpent. 

And so it is today.  As in the days of the Reformation the church had fallen away from 

the true doctrine of God—that she is saved by grace only and that not of herself, it is a gift of 

God.  Today too, man believes that they are not saved by grace but by works.  Yes, God does a 

little bit too, but we are saved by our own free will.  Salvation is of man.  I refer here to those 

who claim that they have salvation.  For if one would but listen to the preaching of today, the 

claim, the ground for salvation is that we have done so much for the Lord; another because we 

are from a Christian family.  And still another, because we go to church and live morally clean 

and honest lives.  All these reasons are very much in harmony with the general gospel message 

of today which does not proclaim what God has done for us, but rather what we should do for 

God. 

The doctrine preached today is that aside from Christ, aside from saving grace man could 

be pleasing to God and upon the grounds of their own merits enter into God’s presence: God 

being obligated to them for the good men have done. 

Over against that false and damnable doctrine of man the Protestant Reformed Hour on 

the air raises its voice and like unto the days of the Reformation holds high the doctrine of our 

God and our Lord and Savior.  The righteousness which is by faith in Jesus Christ is the only 

ground while all other ground is sinking sand.  He alone is the author and the finisher of our 

faith.  We are the workmanship of God.  We work out our own salvation with fear and trembling 

because it was God that worked in us both to will and to do according to His good pleasure.  It is 

in Christ Jesus that the whole is accomplished: Christ is the very satisfying end of all; in the full 

possession of Him we lack nothing. 

Indeed the fall of man brought an utterly ruined world, and what a ruin!  All things 

underlie the curse of God and the penalty of death.  But not only that—we have lost the image of 

God in knowledge, righteousness and true holiness; that image is defaced in all things.  Nor is it 

enough to say we have lost the image of God to the extent of being dead in sin, we must add that 

we are naturally defiled in all our faculties in our entire soul and body.  Not only are we unable 

to do any spiritual good, but we are wholly inclined to all evil and that continually.  Moreover, 



we underlie an eternal sentence; we have incurred the penalty of the violated laws of God and the 

curse of His broken covenant.  A penalty and a curse!  Which press upon us every moment of our 

lives and weigh us down, binding us for time and eternity.  And to crown it all, there is no 

conceivable way of escape, nor one ray of light, no mercy except in the infinite love we have 

outraged and the infinite goodness we have despised!  As we look out from a condition so 

deplorable; what hope can we have.  But God has dropped some wondrous words about a 

promised seed, a great warfare and a strange victory.  “I will put enmity between thee and the 

woman, and between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his 

heel.”  Christ crucified—the solution of the tremendous problem of sin and grace!  Let God be 

forever blessed and glorified!  Brought face to face are the ruins of the fall and the glories of 

redemption. 

The Savior of sinners must be revealed; evil must have its course and ruin must come.  

Hell is opened from beneath.  God will not be left destitute of a seed to serve Him; the eternal 

purposes of God’s love and mercy cannot be defeated for God will give His glory to no other. 

Salvation is of God alone. 

It was for that doctrine, the doctrine of sin and grace, that the reformers gave their life 

and blood.  It is the doctrine which has been the cause of almost every controversy in the church 

of Jesus Christ.  Sin and grace; our total depravity that you and I and all men are so deeply lost in 

sin, are so corrupt and wicked that none of us can by nature do any good before God.  So corrupt 

are we that in no way, nor in any measure can we save ourselves.  We must be saved by grace, 

by sovereign grace alone.  That was the will of God.  How blessed are we when looking at our 

sins which testify against us, we turn from our own work of sin to the work of redemption in 

Jesus Christ and to Him we say “Nothing of myself I bring, simply to thy cross I cling.”  

Glorious Saviour!  That is the gospel of God. 

Listen therefore to the Protestant Reformed Hour on the air for it is God’s hour. 
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