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My Friend Flicka & Thunderhead by Mary O’Hara. 

 

These are two books which belong together; the second one is a sequel to the first and is 

written about the same people and some of the same horses.  Both Flicka and Thunderhead are 

horses belonging to Ken McLaughlin who was the son of an army captain who bought a ranch 

near Cheyenne, Wyoming and began to raise horses.  Ken was a born lover of horses and when 

his father gave him permission to choose a year-old colt for his very own, he took a filly, which 

he named Flicka, a Swedish word meaning “sweetheart.”  Ken became so devoted to Flicka, that 

when the filly became sick he nursed it carefully through storm and weather so that he himself 

got pneumonia and was very ill for a long time on account of it.  But the horse pulled through 

and so did Ken. 

The second book, Thunderhead, is the story of the young albino stallion that was born to 

Flicka.  Ken had great hopes for his swift, wild stallion as a race horse, but Thunderhead was too 

wild and at the end of the story Ken decides to let him go. 

The two stories are written not only about horses but just as much about their owners.  

The whole family—Bob McLaughlin and his wife, Nell and their two young boys, Howard and 

Ken play the main parts in the story, as they raise, love and train the horses they own.  Ken takes 

the principal part as the owner of the two horses, Flicka and Thunderhead.  The author not only 

excellently describes the characters of the members of the McLaughlin family, but gives 

character to the animals in the story and makes them almost human at times. 

It is an exceptionally clean story of an American family and rather good in comparison 

with some of the trash which appears nowadays.  But Nell, the mother, probably best expresses 

the author’s philosophy when she says that four things are the cure for the ills of mankind: 

religion, nature, associations and work. 
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