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Repeatedly one hears reports that at present there is in the making, or that there already 

is, a great religious awakening throughout our nation, a revival of interest in things spiritual, a 

real “back to God” movement among civilians and members of the armed forces alike.  Many, so 

we hear, that had forsaken God and His Word are returning to the ways of faith and repentance. 

Various things are suggested in support of this claim.  There is the fact that religious 

items are receiving more space in the columns of the daily newspapers of this nation than for a 

long time.  Individuals write, even in the Reader’s Digest, of returning to the family altar and 

daily home worship that had long been neglected.  Another calls attention to the enormous sale 

of Bibles during the past few years.  A prominent speaker of the Gideons recently stated that the 

boys in the camps were turning to the things of God by the thousands. 

Indeed, it would make one’s heart rejoice if there is a real religious awakening on a grand 

scale.  But….for there is a “but”….is it true? 

The fact that daily newspapers are allotting more space to news items from the church 

world, the fact that here and there, there is renewed interest in the family alter, the fact that the 

sale of Bibles has increased so considerably—all these things do not yet mean that there is a 

large scale return to the things of God.  It certainly is not of national scope.  Do you in your daily 

contacts see any difference in the great mass of men?  Do they not curse the Name as much now 

as heretofore?  Is not immorality and divorce on the increase?  Is not juvenile delinquency a 

testimony to the contrary?  Is the attendance at worship in the American church world at large 

any better than a few years ago?  The home front gives little evidence of any large scale 

awakening, let alone a movement that could be called national. 

Among the armed forces it is little better!  Perhaps even worse.  The services held by the 

chaplains in the camps at home are very, very poorly attended.  Many of the chaplains are merely 

serving the purpose of “morale builders”, so I don’t blame some of our own boys if their 

chaplain serves them such “food” that they seek their spiritual comfort otherwise, either with a 

few of their buddies together reading and praying (as one of them told me they did while in 

Africa) or alone with the Word of God and religious literature from their own churches at home.  

Sad to say, but by and large the army is interested in the chaplaincy only as a morale builder.  If 

“wine, women and song” build the morale, give it to them.  If “pin-up girls” do it, let them have 

them.  If “chaplains” do it, let them have them.  A pastor, who has visited many camps during 

the past few years, had spoken there frequently and contacted thousands, told me he saw nothing 

that augured a religious awakening.  On the contrary, he saw much spiritual defection, “wine, 

women and song” with all that goes with it. 

We must not expect a large-scale, nationwide “back to God” movement.  God has never 

promised “national conversions.”  He has never told us to expect it.  And, indeed, it is He that 

must give repentance.  Otherwise it will never take place. 

We do believe that also now in this war all things work together for good to them that 

love God, who are the called according to His purpose.  Undoubtedly, through this great distress, 

the people of God will be drawn closer to their God, and are lifting up their heads “on high.” 

But much of the renewed interest in altar worship, much of the prayer offered up in 

distress on sea or in the heat of battle, is a passing emotion.  When the smoke of battle clears 

away, it is gone.  The prayers of the wicked are abomination to God.  Only when the prayer 



arises from the heart, only when the interest shows itself to be enduring, only then is it pleasing 

to God.  God searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins. 
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