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I suppose if one were to write on the above-named subject in general, one could write a 

volume.  Obviously, however, that is not my intention.  But I wish to express a few ideas on the 

growth of our churches and that more specifically on the numerical growth of our Protestant 

Reformed Churches. 

We as churches have now been in existence almost twenty-one years, and although quite 

a number of new churches have been established since our birth, nevertheless, we all know that 

these churches have not grown numerically in great numbers. 

Here in Bellflower, California, we have been in existence exactly ten years, and our 

membership is only slightly larger than at the beginning.  Other congregations have ceased to 

exist, but others have also grown more rapidly. 

And now the question is, should this fact be a cause for rejoicing or should it be 

disappointing to us?  Now I don’t think that anyone would dare deny the fact that often times the 

desire arises in our hearts that our churches might grow more rapidly in membership.  And that 

desire in itself, of course, is not sinful.  It all depends on the reason for that desire.  If we really 

desire that others would join our church for the truth’s sake, then only are we justified in our 

desire.  However, we know that this is not always the case, but so often we wish to make a show 

for ourselves in our community, and if that is the case then our desire is sinful. 

The truth is that if we as churches persevere in the truth entrusted to us, we cannot and 

may not expect material and numerical growth and I think that idea can be substantiated by the 

teaching of the Scriptures. 

The Bible plainly teaches us that in the latter days (in which we undoubtedly live) the 

love of many shall wax cold Matt. 24:12, and many false prophets shall arise, vs. 11.  In this day 

and age many are being tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine by the 

sleight of men, and cunning croftiners, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.  And do not we see 

this all about us?  Our Protestant Reformed Churches are often despised and frowned upon.  But 

we wish to follow in the footsteps of our Master.  Did He not tell the Jews of His day: “and 

because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not?” 

Yes, we certainly rejoice in the fact that also others join with us if by God’s grace their 

eyes have been opened to the truth and then we give all honor and glory to God, and in that sense 

we are disappointed if we do not grow numerically.  But, on the other hand, we also rejoice in 

the fact that we remain small and insignificant in the eyes of the world and the modern churches 

of this day because we know that not many wise men after the flesh, not many noble, are called.  

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 

the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the 

world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 

nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

Let us therefore pray that God may give us grace to deny ourselves and to persevere in 

the truth which is dear unto us.  For we are facing perilous times and especially for you, young 

people, in the days that are to come.  We shall be hated by all men for His Name’s sake.  But in 

the end we shall be victorious, yea, we are already the victors in Christ Jesus our Lord Who gave 

His life as a ransom for many. 
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