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Lesson LVI 

Paul Before King Agrippa 

Acts 25:13-26:32 

 

The Occasion (25:13-17) 
 

1.  The General Occasion, vss. 13-22.  King Agrippa and Bernice come to pay the new 

governor, Festus, a visit and also to welcome him and thus to gain his favor.  After some time 

Festus tells Agrippa of the remarkably interesting case he has on his hands in Paul; a case which 

was giving him some trouble.  He narrates the history of the case, omitted his own guilt in the 

matter and gains Agrippa’s interest in this matter; whereupon Festus promises Agrippa the favor 

to hear Paul.  It will be arranged to take place the following day. 

2.  The Particular Occasion, vss. 23-27.  a. The scene.  It is a gathering of the nobles, the 

chief men of the city, and also of the Chief Captains, the Chiliarchs; great splendor and array of 

worldly pomp.  b. Festus, the governor introduces Paul and his case to the gathering; more 

particularly to Agrippa.  He tells of Paul’s case and the general background.  Incidentally two 

matters become quite apparent: (1) According to Festus’ own testimony Paul is innocent.  Festus 

thus condemns his own act whereby he necessitated Paul to appeal to Caesar.  (2) He also states 

his own predicament in this case.  He has nothing to write to Caesar.  Hence, he desires this 

hearing to have withal to write to his majesty. 

Paul’s Address Before Agrippa, Chapter 26.  Agrippa tells Paul that he is permitted to 

speak.  He does.  We notice the following points in this address: 1. Paul’s introductory remarks.  

They are courteous and respectful.  They are according to the spirit of Rom. 13.  Yet they are 

void of flattery and falsehood.  It is no lie that Agrippa is versant with the usages and customs of 

the temple and the Jews.  He was by Caesar’s appointment in charge of the Priesthood of the 

temple. 

2.  Paul’s Address Proper, vss. 4-23.  a. He rehearses his manner of life prior to his 

meeting of Christ on the road to Damascus.  He brings up two points in this connection.  The 

first is that he always has and still adheres to the fundamental hope of Israel, the hope of the 

resurrection.  He thus believed the prophets.  And this he did in the strictness of a Pharisee from 

his youth.  Compare Phil. 3.  Secondly, that whereas he at that time, thought that Jesus of 

Nazareth was in conflict with this hope, he persecuted the church very greatly, with madness.  

This Luke had already related in Acts 8, 9.  b. Secondly he tells King Agrippa of the great 

change that had been wrought in his life.  He tells in detail what is recorded in Acts 9 and what 

Paul also had already stated in Jerusalem, where he spoke to the mad crowd.  In the main this 

speech follows the line of thought of the one recorded in Acts 22.  Yet there are a few elements 

added.  (1) Paul speaks about the Christ and his work from the viewpoint of the Old Testament 

Scriptures.  The perspective of prophecy is introduced.  Compare this speech of Paul with Jer. 

1:7; I Ch. 16:35; Is. 35:5; 42:7, 16; 61:1.  (2)  Since Damascus, Paul has entered into the work 

foretold by the Prophets and realized in Christ Jesus.  And in this Paul testifies to have been very 

faithful.  Had he not journeyed far and wide?  These things had not happened in a corner.  



Always and everywhere he had preached Christ’s death and resurrection according to the 

Scriptures.  For these Scriptures testified of the Christ. 

His Challenging Question to Agrippa, vss. 24-27: 

1.  The question: “King Agrippa believest thou the Prophets?”  To understand the thrust 

of this question we must bear in mind that Paul means the Prophets, the Old Testament 

Scriptures as they speak of the Christ and as I have just expounded them to you.  Of course, a 

Jew should believe the Prophets! 

2.  Agrippa’s Reply: “With very little thou wouldst persuade me to become a Christian.”  

We notice in this reply: Firstly, that it evades the direct question of Paul.  On the other hand this 

reply of Agrippa shows that he perceives the logic of Paul’s question.  And therefore the guilt of 

his unbelief is his willful rejection of the Christ of the Scriptures. 

Effect of this Address on Festus. 

1.  Not of faith in the Christ.  On the contrary he cries: Paul, your many letters have made 

thee mad.  But he does not treat Paul as one mad. 

2.  He possibly wished to free himself from the force of Paul’s arguments and testimony 

by declaring him mad.  Is not the cross foolishness to the Greek? 

3.  More than ever Festus is certain that Paul is not guilty of death, and still he has 

nothing to write to Caesar. 

QUESTIONS—1.  Did Festus put on airs when privately telling Agrippa about Paul’s 

case?  Is the tone of his discourse slightly different in Paul’s presence?  Does he relate all the 

parts of the story to Agrippa?  What light does this shed on the alleged objectivity of “history” as 

written by man? 

2.  Did the official status of Paul’s case necessitate Paul to appear before this gathering? 

vs. 25.  Why then did Paul consent to appear?  Compare Acts 9:15. 

3.  Does unbelief always hate and fear the truth of Christ’s resurrection?  Is this always 

the point of the parting of the ways?  Acts 17:32; Matt. 28:13.  Is not Paul’s reply in Acts 26:29 

not virtually the same as the sentiment expressed by him in Rom. 9:1?  Is the song entitled 

“Almost Persuaded” justifiable in the light of Agrippa’s reply to Paul?  Does Paul preach an 

offer of salvation here in Festus’ court, or is it the demand of faith and obedience in “Moses and 

the Prophets?”  Compare Luke 16:30, 31.  Can we believe in Jesus and reject Moses?  John 5:46, 

47. 

 

***** 

 

Lesson LVII 

The Voyage from Caesarea to Melita 

Acts 27:1-44 

 

From Caesarea to Myra, vss. 1-5. 
 

1.  The ship on which they travelled was bound for Adramitium, a city in Asia near to 

Troas.  It was thus going in the general direction of Rome, and it travelled the following course: 

Sidon to Myra along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphilia.  The reason for this course, and not 

directly by the shortest course; contrary winds.  They evidently hugged the shoreline to protect 

themselves from the prevailing northwestern winds called the Etesian winds.  They sailed 

evidently by “tacking” the wind: 



2.  The party travelling was: Paul, Luke, Aristarchus and a certain Julius, a centurion of 

the Augustan band.  The chapter also speaks of soldiers and other prisoners. 

 

From Myra to Mileta, vss. 5-44. 
 

1.  Myra to Fair Havens.  This time they are on another ship.  They left the ship sailing 

for Adramitium at Myra, a city of Lycia.  Now they are travelling on a ship coming from 

Alexandria in Egypt and bound for Italy.  They evidently planned to sail through the stretch of 

water between Achaia and Crete, but again they had to contend “contrary winds”.  Consequently, 

they travel slowly and for many days.  No modern “stream-line” travelling.  The wind was no 

doubt blowing from the northwest.  And thus they sailed under Crete. (Confer map)  And they 

come into a port called “Fair Havens.”  Here, evidently according to the text much time was 

spent.  It was now past the time of the “Fast”, which in the year 59 occurred on Oct. 5.  And it 

was the season when sailing on the Mediterranean Sea was considered dangerous. 

2.  Fair Havens to Milita.  a. The intention of the ship captain and the sailors.  Because 

Fair Havens was not commodious for wintering and whereas there was a harbor some 25 miles to 

the west on the island of Crete, they decided to sail for this harbor, called Phoenix (See Map).  b. 

All seems to go well at first.  The wind blew gently from the south.  They have the small boat 

trailing the larger grain vessel.  But suddenly a hurricane strikes the ship, coming from the 

North-north-east.  This wind was known as the Eruaquilo.  This wind would have blown the ship 

on the Syrtis, the quick sands off the western coast of Libya, Africa.  To avoid this disaster, they 

“lower the gear,” which means that they took in much of the main sail and kept enough sail to 

put toward the north and west instead of south-west, while the wind was blowing from the north-

east.  

C. The Storm: 

1.  It lasts all of 14 days.  It was still raging in its full fury when Paul and the 269 souls 

with him were cast on the shore of Melita.  2.  Luke tells in great detail how they fared and 

labored in the storm during this time.  There was great despair, for no sun or star was visible for 

days.  They did not know where they were (read chapter 27 carefully, referring to Map). 

D.  Paul’s Vision and Comfort. 

1.  The vision itself.  An angel appeared to Paul at night.  Two matters are related.  First, 

that Paul would surely stand before Caesar and testify at Rome.  Secondly, that no lives would be 

lost, but that the ship would be destroyed in the angry sea, and that they would all be cast on 

some island.  2.  Paul, consequently, steps forward, tells the men to be of good cheer.  That God 

had given all their lives to him.  For his sake they would all be saved from death in the sea. 

E.  Approaching land.  It is noticed by the sailors.  They must have heard the breakers on 

the shore.  For they could not see land, it being midnight.  They sounded and found that they 

were indeed approaching land.  This is the dread of the sailor in a storm!  In view of landing Paul 

is busy bolstering up the spirits and insists that everyone eat.  Paul in the presence of them all, 

gives thanks in prayer and eats and all eat with him.  The sailors, under pretense of putting out 

the anchors in the stern of the ship lower the smaller boat, but Paul detects the treachery and the 

soldiers cut the ropes and the little boat is lost in the storm.  Where two seas meet, the ship runs 

into a sandbar and thus is broken in half.  Those who can swim first jump into the foaming 

waters and others are on rafts and broken boards, and the wind sweeps them to shore. 

QUESTIONS: 1. What is the central important fact in the narrative of this storm?  Is it to 

teach us how men fared on the high seas in ancient times?  Is the key to be found in verses 21-

24?  Compare Acts 23:11.  2. How many times had Paul suffered ship wreck prior to this?  II 



Cor. 11:25.  Was Paul qualified to give advice to sailors?  vs. 10.  If it was the will of God that 

Paul and his entire shipful should land safely, why did Paul insist that the sailors do not abandon 

ship?  vss. 31, 32.  Why did the soldiers wish to kill the prisoners? vs. 42.  What reaction did a 

similar situation have on the jailor?  Acts 16:27. 

 

***** 

 

Lesson LVIII 

From Melitia to Rome 

Acts 28:1-16 

 

Paul in Melita.  Paul, Luke, Aristarchus, Julius, the soldier band, the sailors, the other 

prisoners all are washed ashore by the tempestuous sea.  They are wet, drenched and cold.  

Picture the scene.  Here Paul and his companions and the others are due to pass the winter.  They 

will be here for three months.  Just a few particulars are related to us by Luke.  He wished to 

show how Paul came to Rome.  The following particulars Luke relates: 

The Initial Stay. 

1. They are treated very well: With no common hospitality.  There were 270 men to care 

for, feed and to lodge.  Melita is the now well-known Malta.  In this present war it was called the 

“most bombed spot” in the world.  The natives, “barbarians”, build a fire to warm them. 

1. Paul also carries wood.  A viper clings to his hand by its teeth.  The people on the 

island associate this with retributive justice.  This man was no doubt a criminal.  He had been 

spared death in the sea, and now Justice is finding him out in this way.  So they reason.  But 

when Paul is not affected by the viper, they change their mind and say that he is a god!  One is as 

wrong as the other! 

Paul in the Home of the Chief of the Island. 

1.  This man had land, an estate.  Here Paul and his companions and no doubt Julius were 

entertained for three days.  But Paul is an ambassador of Christ.  And soon it will become 

evident. 

2.  The chief of the island was Publius.  His father lay sick with fever and dysentery.  

Paul heals him.  Why?  To confirm the gospel?  We can hardly think it to be otherwise, 

especially in the light of other miracles wrought by Paul.  Compare Acts 14:10; 19:11, 12; Gal. 

3:5.  The result?  Paul preached there for three months.  And a stream of patients were brought to 

Paul during this time.  After two years of seeming unnecessary imprisonment in Caesarea, after 

the terrible experience in the sea, Paul again is preaching the gospel, not building on the 

foundation of others.  God used the storm and the foolhardiness of sailors to bring the gospel to 

this Isle of the sea! 

On to Rome, vss. 11-16. 

1.  The ship on which they travelled.  It was also a ship from Alexandria bound for Italy.  

It had wintered in a port of this island.  Its name is “The Twin Brothers.”  These “twin brothers” 

in Greek are: Dioskouros.  They were in heathen mythology the twin sons of Zeus (Dios the 

genitive case of Zeus) and Leda.  Their names were Castor and Pollux (See the Holland Bible).  

Sailors are superstitious.  And they named this ship, no doubt, to incur the blessing and guidance 

of these tutelary deities.  This is the third ship on which Paul and his party sail. 

2.  The course of Paul’s Journey.  a. By ship.  They touch at Syracuse, eastern port in 

Sicily.  From here they must “tack” to go to Rhegim situated on the “toe” of Italy.  b. At 



Syracuse a three day stop is made.  Then they go to Rhegium.  A south wind springs up and on 

the second day they arrive in Putsoli.  They had made 182 miles in two days; the distance from 

Grand Rapids to Chicago.  It was “making good time” for those days.  At Puteoli, Paul meets 

brethren with whom he stays a week.  The ship no doubt went on: the remaining 130 miles to 

Rome Paul would travel afoot.  He does, and the brethren in Rome hearing of Paul’s coming set 

out to meet him.  No doubt some aboard the ship on which Paul had traveled had brought tidings 

of his coming.  He is met at the Appian Market, 40 Miles south from Rome: and again by others 

at the Three Taverns, 30 miles from Rome.  Indeed Paul might take courage.  It had taken 6 

months to make the journey from Caesarea to Rome, and it had been his ardent desire for three 

years to come here.  And thus Paul comes to Rome. 

QUESTIONS: The term “barbarians” can be found in the following passages in the N. T.: 

Acts 28:2, 4; Rom. 1:14; I Cor. 14:11; Col. 3:11.  Does it in the Scriptures mean: a member of an 

uncivilized tribe or race?  It is quite evident from this lesson that the “storm” worked together for 

good for the work of Paul?  Did Paul not preach in more territory in this way?  Is there 

something unique about Paul’s entrance into Rome compared with his entrance into Athens?  

Which is more superstitious, thinking that “Justice” was finding Paul out or to think of him as a 

god? 

 

***** 

 

Lesson LIX 

Paul in Rome 

Acts 28:17-31 

 

This is the last lesson on the book of Acts.  We almost feel like we finally have arrived 

there ourselves; at least those of us who have lived into the book of Acts.  We could almost wish 

there was more of it.  But that was neither the will of God, nor the purpose of this writing.  Its 

purpose was to show how the work of Christ begun on earth was continued and finished by Him 

from heaven in and through the ministry of His disciples.  The heritage of all them that are 

sanctified has reached to all nations.  The line was Jerusalem-Samaria and Rome and unto the 

ends of the earth!!! 

Let us study what Luke records for us of Paul’s stay in Rome.  We notice the following: 

His Dwelling Place. 

1.  He was not placed in prison in a dungeon, but was allowed the freedom of living in his 

own rented house.  Here he is guarded by a Roman soldier.  This soldier would not always be the 

same one.  Paul would thus live here for two years.  Then his case would be brought to Caesar 

and he would be acquitted, only some 6 years hence to die a martyr here in Rome, See II Tim. 4. 

2.  He was therefore in a position to entertain the brethren, his co-workers, and others.  

He also was at leisure to write to the churches. 

His Activities Here. 

1.  Luke relates the initial contact that Paul has with the Chief of the Jews in Rome.  He 

frankly relates to them what has brought him here.  He does so without bitterness or rancor 

against his nation.  He is told that they really know nothing about his case; only they know that 

in Jewry this sect of the followers of Jesus is everywhere spoken against.  But they are anxious to 

hear more about it, and a certain day is set. 



2.  The meeting.  It seems to have been an all day meeting.  Paul is here meeting with the 

chief Jews.  He reasons with them from the Scriptures, showing that all the Scriptures speak of 

Christ and find their fulfillment in Him.  The result: a. Some believe in Christ’s name.  They see 

the Scriptures.  They do not have a covering on their heart.  II Cor. 2.  b. Others are believing.  

They understand very well.  See the point intellectually, but they are spiritually hard and 

calloused.  This comes into bold relief on this meeting.  And the Word of Is. 6:9, 10 is here 

clearly fulfilled.  The Gospel is taken therefore from them and given to the Gentiles.  This same 

Scripture is thus applied by Jesus when he speaks to the people in parables.  Matt. 13:14; and 

John says that even though Christ had performed so many miracles, yet those Jews could not 

believe because Isaiah had prophesied these words.  John 12:40.  Surely Paul is aware of always 

being triumphant in Christ as a preacher of the Gospel, both in them who perish and in them who 

are saved. 

3.  Other Activities.  a. He wrote the epistles to the Ephesians, Philippians, Philemon and 

Colossians.  He seems to have kept in close contact with all the churches through his co-laborers 

and through letters.  b. There are indications in these letters of Paul’s activities.  He asks for their 

intercession.  Eph. 6:18-20; Col. 4:3, 4.  He also speaks of enemies in Rome who attempt to hurt 

him.  Phil. 1:15.  Even here in Rome he is maintaining the faith and running the race and knows 

in whom he believes. 

QUESTIONS:  Whose prisoner is Paul in Rome?  Eph. 3:1.  Does this make the 

imprisonment easier to bear?  A fruitful imprisonment?  Does faith level all life’s situations to 

the high plain of victory in Christ’s kingdom?  Has this study of the book of Acts strengthened 

your faith and enriched your spiritual life? 
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