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Good afternoon, folks!  This is your roving sports reporter who will give you a brief 

summary of the activities of the Boosters Advocating Lots Of New Endeavors for Youth or 

better known as the BALONEY CLUB. 

In this, the year 1960, we have just completed a highly successful season of sports 

activities.  It’s really amazing, as I look back over the fifteen year period of our existence, how 

we have grown. 

It all started, so I’m told, with some agitation for what, I believe, they called a “Youth 

Center.”  At first the idea was ridiculed and some were rather violent in their protest against it.  

But I ‘spose it’s like everything else that’s new.  I’ll bet they used to scoff at the idea that 

practically all of us would own airplanes and now look!  When our friends say, “Drop in on us 

some time,” they mean exactly that! 

And it seems rather strange too, that at one time our denomination criticized other 

denominations who had been attempting the same thing.  Oh, well, live and learn. 

But I see I’ve gone off the track a bit although you don’t mind my refreshing your 

memory a bit concerning the start of our movement, do you?  Now to get back to the summary of 

our activities. 

As I was saying, we completed a very successful season and our baseball, basketball, 

bowling and golfing and tennis teams succeeded in capturing many beautiful trophies as well as 

substantial cash prizes.  It is not possible, at this time, to give you the name of our billiard 

champion since the finals will not be played until the second Tuesday of next month.  However, 

it looks very much as if our denomination has a good chance of receiving this great honor and 

some of the young people have placed bets on our man although this practice if frowned upon by 

some of the older people in the church. 

Of course, you realize that I am reporting only for the Eastern League and it would not be 

fair to our Western reporter to pass on reports which we heard concerning their activities. 

Most of our churches have coined catchy slogans to arouse interest.  In case you haven’t 

heard them they are: “BE FIRST WITH FIRST, (THE SOLGAN “Frankly Fulla Pep” is not the 

official one but was coined by a batter who was struck on the head by a pitched ball); “SECOND 

TO NONE” belongs of course to 2
nd

 Prot. Ref.  Then there is “PRESS ON WITH CRESTON”, 

“GO FORTH WITH FOURTH” “OVER THE HILL WITH HUDSONVILLE” and “YOU’RE 

O.K. WITH OAK LAWN.”  Space would not permit me to list all of them and besides, you 

probably know them as well as I do. 

Since 1957, we have made it a rule that only clergymen may act as umpires.  There was 

altogether too much heckling from the bleachers and even instances of violence, of which I 

would rather not write, when we had laymen serving as umpires.  You probably noticed, too, 

those neat signs which we have placed at regular spaces in our bleachers and which read, 

“PLEASE REFRAIN FROM AUDIBLE PROFANITY.”  It seems to have helped, too, and we 

hope to have them placed at all the fields where we play.  We mustn’t forget to let our light 

shine! 

Some of the more serious minded (so they call themselves) are agitating against the 

Saturday night ballgames.  Their whole argument rests upon the assumption that the umpire 

doesn’t get enough rest to preach a decent sermon on Sunday.  Such nonsense! 



You probably noticed in your church bulletin last Sunday, that we gave the Methodist 

Minstrels (that colored team from down South, who sing close harmony before playing) a sound 

thrashing.  It was a bitterly fought contest and some of our people heckled them severely by 

shouting and reminding them of doctrinal errors.  Let’s not let that happen again, folks.  You 

don’t go to the game to preach, you know! 

We’re happy to report that Southpaw Sally, the best girl pitcher in our denomination is 

rapidly recovering from a strained ligament.  Let me also inform you that there is positively no 

truth in the rumor that she fell down the church steps due to over exertion in a Saturday night 

doubleheader.   

As you probably know, forty percent of our gate receipts are donated to the denomination 

to be used for mission work.  Back in the late 1940’s we shook the “dust of Jerusalem” off our 

feet and, instead of petty bickering with other denominations, we have gone to foreign fields.  

We are proud that this work is largely supported by our athletic activities.  The proceeds from 

our various canteens and peanut and popcorn vendors will be used to purchase athletic 

equipment for these new congregations.  In that way, they too will be able to attract and hold the 

interest of their young people! 

And now, before I close, let me thank Beacon Lights for affording such a large space to 

our sports activities and also for the pictures of our players in action.  The one showing our ace 

hitter (we hear he is considering an offer from one of the major leagues) slapping out a home run 

with the bases loaded, was especially good.  So long for now, folks, and thanks a million for your 

splendid cooperation and backing without which we could not be successful. 

NOTE: Lest anyone take offense at the above article by assuming that it is nothing more 

than a cheap sarcastic attack upon a very fine thought-provoking contribution which was 

presented in a former issue of Beacon Lights, a word of explanation would not be out of order. 

We do not intend to make it our editorial policy to insert our proboscis into matters which 

should at least receive some comment from our readers.  We are neither qualified nor inclined 

nor possessors of such conceit that we would feel that we must have the last word on any matter. 

But, we want discussion and we must have discussion and we intend to coax, prod and 

cajole until we get it. 

Do you young people want a “Youth Center” or don’t you?  We had expected a veritable 

flood of contributions both for and against such a project.  Is there absolutely no one else, either 

serviceman or civilian who has some thought regarding this matter?  Your name will not be 

printed, if you prefer, and the author of an article will be known only to the editor if you want it 

that way. 

And, for that reason we place the above contribution.  Call it distorted, biased or 

whatever you like, but let’s have discussion and if this contribution serves to prod you into 

picking up your pen, we believe it has served its purpose. 
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