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According to precedent, the title of this article was selected after the name of the 

established church but I think “Reformation at Grand Haven” is a rather poor title since the 

actual reformation and missionary work which lighted the spark of enthusiasm that finally blazed 

forth into our Grand Haven Protestant Reformed Church did not begin at Grand Haven but at 

Muskegon, Michigan. 

It was in April of 1935 that the Mission Committee opened a mission station in 

Muskegon hoping to find a fruitful field in which to labor among the families of sound reformed 

persuasion.  Rev. H. Hoeksema delivered several midweek lectures which were very well 

attended.  But, alas, in October of the same year, when faith was really put to the test since 

people then would have to leave other churches to attend and unite with our Protestant Reformed 

Church, very few people from the Muskegon district attended our Sunday gatherings. 

On the other hand, quite a number of families from Spring Lake began to come to our 

meetings so the Mission Committee decided to relocate this station in the vicinity of Spring 

Lake.  Mr. A. Peterson offered the use of his house for a meeting place until a more suitable 

location could be found.  Our meetings were held in the basement of his home until late in 

November, when arrangements were made with the Seventh Day Adventists of Grand Haven to 

rent their building for Sunday services and for some evenings during the week, which we are still 

continuing to do.  This means that our two faithful families from Muskegon must come twelve 

miles for services, and our three families from Spring Lake must come three miles. 

In June of 1936, eight families consisting of twenty-six souls organized “The Protestant 

Reformed Church of Grand Haven.”  At one time we numbered ten families but at present we 

have nine, although one is located in California for the duration of the war. 

In the fall of the same year, Candidate M. Schipper was ordained into the ministry of the 

Word.  He was our faithful pastor indoctrinating us in the Reformed truth of the Word of God 

until August 1939, when he left for a larger field, the Roosevelt Park Congregation, now known 

as the Second Protestant Ref. Church of Grand Rapids. 

We were without a pastor for nearly three years.  In May, 1942, it pleased the Lord to 

send the glad word (and very pleasant it was after experiencing so many disappointing declines 

from other ministers) from Rev. A. Petter that he had accepted our call.  He has been breaking 

the Bread of Life faithfully ever since. 

From an outward, earthly point of view, it is very discouraging never to have others from 

other churches join us in the defense of such glorious truth, especially when we know that there 

are people in this vicinity who show some interest in our truth by listening to our radio 

broadcasts.  It is our constant prayer that the Lord may open their hearts and minds to see His 

way as He has shown us in the past, knowing that no sacrifice is too great for the Kingdom of 

God.  We look to the future, however, with faith and hope in Him, Who is the Lord and King of 

His church, for it is His cause and He will prosper us if it is pleasing to Him. 
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