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Once before an article with the same title appeared in Beacon Lights, which maintained 

that our doctrine, our confession, should not be a mere intellectual formula, but a living, vital, 

all-possessing factor, in every phase of our life.  It was further pointed out that the home and 

even the church itself, in a measure, were responsible for the deplorable conditions present in the 

church generally, and among our own church group.  Nor have conditions, in our opinion, 

changed. 

We have existed as an organized church group some twenty years.  During that time we 

have enjoyed sound doctrinal preaching.  We have made doctrinal advances.  We have been able 

to train our own ministry.  New congregations have been added.  We have our own publications 

and papers.  Many books have appeared and even radio has been used rather extensively to 

acquaint people with our point of view.  We have advanced in a Protestant Reformed way on 

many fronts. 

But there are some fronts on which we neglect or refuse to advance in that same 

Protestant Reformed direction.  There are some departments of life which we do not make 

Protestant Reformed.  There are some things of another way of life that we would rather keep.  

Membership in worldly associations and unions, and defending such affiliations, lack of interest 

in kingdom causes, low spirituality in certain instances, refusing to maintain a sharp antithesis 

between the church and the world, participation in worldly pleasures and amusements, and more 

particularly, for this article, neglecting to fulfill our covenant obligation to our children by 

sending them to schools based on Protestant Reformed truth, is not strange among us. 

I realize I am writing in a young people’s magazine, but with good reason do I broach 

this subject here.  This is a matter which mostly concerns us, for some day we, too, will be faced 

with the question, “Will I, before God and the congregation, be able to answer ‘yes’ to the 

question, ‘Do you promise and intend to see these children instructed and brought up in the 

aforesaid doctrine, or help or cause them to be instructed therein, to the utmost of your power?’”    

And we, we young people, being awake to our privileges and responsibilities can begin “to help 

and cause them” even now by supporting an effort to obtain our own schools.  And notice that I 

wrote “schools.”  This plea is not only directed to the congregation to which I belong, or even 

only to the congregations of the Grand Rapids area, but to all our congregations, to all our 

people, to all our young people, wherever possible, to make an attempt to establish Protestant 

Reformed schools. 

The Roman church works out its doctrine as a way of life, not neglecting any phase, 

including the education of their children.  What about us?  Isn’t our doctrine as much as, and 

more, emphatically more, than Catholicism, a way of life?  Why do we then neglect so vital a 

phase of that way of life as the consistent education of our children in that way of life? 

The home, the church, the school, must be an integrated triangle, which for the most part 

it is not now, the school being out of line.  They must become for us a mighty means in making 

our doctrine truly a way of life.  It must become evident in business, in industry, in casual 

meeting, in our home life, in our pleasure, in the way we educate our children, in the 

manifestation of ourselves in daily life, as well as in our church life, that God, in His grace, has 

given us a beautiful and all-embracing revelation of the truth.  Let us re-dedicate our homes, 



consecrate our church, and establish our own schools that we may truly be prepared to wage the 

good fight. 

An illustration I shall never forget is the one of the circles.  Looking at Christianity in 

general, over against the world, it will make a large circle.  When one, however, begins to look 

for elements of orthodoxy, that circle begins to get smaller; and the more orthodox a church 

becomes the smaller circle it forms.  We are a very small circle.  And who knows, maybe even 

we are too large.  But the point to the illustration is this: the smaller the circle, the closer to the 

center it is, which is the truth.  How close to the center of that circle are we willing to stand with 

its privileges and responsibilities?  How willing are we to make our doctrine a real WAY OF 

LIFE? 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.  

Proverbs 22:6. 
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