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“August 2, 1939—Evening Session: 

Art. I—The evening meeting, which was held in the Auditorium of the South Holland 

Protestant Reformed church, was begun with a fifteen minute song service and the reading of 

Ecclesiastes 11 & 12…….Rev. G. Lubbers addressed us on the subject ‘The Days of our 

Youth.’” 

This is the way in which the secretary of that first convention of Protestant Ref. Young 

People began in minutes.  That evening meeting in the auditorium of the South Holland Church 

marked the beginning of our Young People’s Federation.  It was the first meeting of the first 

convention! 

On the following morning, Rev. L. Vermeer, acting president, called the meeting to 

order.  Delegates were present from Pella, Oak Lawn, Fuller Young Men, Talitha, Hudsonville, 

Holland, Hope and South Holland.  The day was spent in appointing committees, passing 

resolutions, electing officers and discussing pertinent matters: in fact, laying the foundation for a 

permanent organization and paving the way for future conventions.  In the evening, all delegates, 

ministers, society members and friends met to enjoy a banquet which brought to a close those 

two days of organization, fellowship, instruction and inspiration. 

The next year, on August 21, the convention was held in Fuller Church.  Our capable 

president, Homer Kuiper, presided.  The convention theme “Attitudes” was introduced by Rev. 

Hoeksema in his inspirational address at the opening meeting, and was further developed on the 

following day by Rev. De Wolf, who spoke about our attitude toward politics. 

The adoption of a constitution took up most of the time allotted to business. At the 

banquet in the evening, Rev. Kok addressed an audience of approximately three hundred young 

people on the subject “Our Attitude toward Missions.”  This brought to a close our second 

convention with an invitation to be the guests of the Oak Lawn Society in 1941. 

It was between this convention and that of 1941 that Beacon Lights, our Federation paper, 

had its birth.  The Federation Board had given the Publication Committee of South Holland 

authority to work out “a suitable means of expression” and it was through the efforts of this 

committee that our magazine appeared in January, 1941, under the name “Beacon Lights.” 

Our third convention began at eleven o’clock in the morning, August 21.  After roll was 

called and some business taken care of, lunch was served in the church auditorium.  At the 

afternoon session of that first day of our third convention, “Beacon Lights” was officially 

adopted as the name of our Young People’s magazine. 

There was something unforgettable about that evening service in the Lutheran Church of 

Oak Lawn; the dimly lighted auditorium, the soft strains of our theme song, President Kuiper 

introducing the speaker and the voice and words of Rev. Hoeksema as he addressed his awe-

inspired audience on this year’s convention theme, “Thoroughly Equipped”—all these things 

made it an unforgettable evening. 

The following day was crowded with events—a sightseeing tour by bus in the morning 

(by which we not only became better acquainted with Chicago, but also with the people riding in 

our bus, especially the ministers), more business and an address by Rev. De Jong in the 

afternoon, and the customary banquet in the evening.  Two glorious days were ended and also 

our third annual convention. 



After several “silent” years, 1944 brought with it our fourth convention, again at Fuller 

Church.  The host committee chose Christian Liberty as the theme and again our beloved pastor, 

Rev. Hoeksema, was our speaker at the inspirational mass meeting. 

The next day was started off with a pancake breakfast served in the church basement and 

was followed with games for those who could stay.  In the afternoon, the business was handled 

under the leadership of our president, Wally Hofman (now Rev. Walter), and an address was 

delivered by Rev. Petter on the subject “The Liberty of the Christian as Citizen.” 

Again our two days of conventioning were brought to a fitting close with a banquet.  

Happy were we that we were able to spend these days together.  From that night on we have been 

looking forward to attending the fifth convention at South Holland, Ill. 

It was in South Holland that the Federation idea originated; it was in South Holland that 

our first convention was held in 1939; it was in South Holland that Beacon Lights was molded 

and shaped; and now South Holland is host to our fifth convention. 

In just a few days we will again meet as a group of Protestant Reformed Young People.  

As a group of Protestant Reformed Young People—what a challenge!  That means that we are 

Protestant Reformed in thought, word and deed.  That means that we should be Protestant 

Reformed in the doctrinal teachings of those two days, of course, but it also means that our truth 

should be applied and practiced in all our relationships to one another.  If we love our truth, our 

church and our name, we will love our fellow church members, and love “suffereth long, and is 

kind; envieth not; vaunteth not itself, seeketh not her own, thinketh no evil.  Love never faileth.” 

Let us attend the convention!  And meet the challenge!  Together we will lift our voices 

in praise, together we will bow our heads and hearts.  And we will have unity and peace. 
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