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I have these questions: 

 1. How was the “Flood” worked? 

 2. What is the meaning of the text at (Gen.) 7:11? 

 3. Was the “Flood” universal? 

There is first the question of how God worked the flood. The text at 7:11 states, “And all 

the fountains of the great deep were opened” or broken up, suddenly cleaved, Heb. baqa, “and 

the lattices of heaven were opened”. 

What is to be understood by the deep? —Heb. tehome. The word appears in several other 

places in the Old Testament Scriptures. Prov. 8:27, 28, “When he prepared the heavens, I was 

there. When he set a compass on the face of the deep—tehome. When he established the clouds 

above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep—tehome.” Gen. 1:2, “And darkness was 

upon the deep—tehome; when he establish- “Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or 

hast thou walked in search of the deep”—tehome. 

If in the verse last quoted we have a parallelism, the deep is the sea. Ps. 104:6-9, “Thou 

coverest her—the earth— with the deep—tehome—as with a garment: the waters stood above 

the mountains.” It is a question whether reference here is to the original creation or to the flood. 

Doubtless to the latter. For the passage continues, “At thy rebuke they—the waters—fled; at the 

voice of thy thunder they hasted away. They go up the mountains, they go down the valleys unto 

the place where thou hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; 

that they turn not again to cover the earth.” From the last sentence quoted it is reasonably clear 

that the description is that of mighty geological disturbances that occurred in connection with the 

flood. Be this as it may, the deep— tehome—of verse 6, is water as we know it. Jonah 2:5, “The 

waters compassed me about even to the soul; the deep— tehome—closed me about. Here the 

deep is unquestionably the sea. Isaiah 51:10, “Art thou not he which hath dried the sea, the 

waters of the great deep?”— tehome. “Waters of the deep” is plainly the equivalent of the 

expression, “waters of the sea.” 

As viewed in the light of these various Scripture passages, it will be seen that the 

expression “great deep” of Gen. 7:11 can mean but one thing, namely, the “great sea”, or better 

still, the waters of the great hollow of the earth enclosing the sea. 

This enables us to settle on the meaning of the text at this place, “And the fountains of the 

great deep were broken up”. The reference here is not to “underground rivers of water,” as some 

have it and who accordingly come with this rendering, “the water courses of the underground 

streams (of water) were broken up,” and who then imagine the result to have been the gushing up 

out of the earth of great columns of water. Though doubtless the fountains beneath the crust of 

the earth were also broken up, yet the current use of the word “deep”, tehome, compels the 

conclusion that the statement, “and the fountains of the great deep were broken up,” is 

descriptive of another terrible phenomenon, namely, one that involved the sea. 

Just what took place is clearly enough indicated by a Scripture verse at 2 Pet. 3:5. To get 

the connection it is necessary to begin quoting at verse 1 of the chapter, “This second epistle, 

beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: 

that ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 

commandments of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: knowing this first, that there shall 



come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying: Where is the promise of 

his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning 

of the creation. For this they were willingly ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens 

were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world that then 

was, being overflowed with water, perished.” 

We must concentrate on the last verse of this passage. The mockers in the text are the 

contemporaries of Noah. Conceiving of the universe as self-existent and unalterable in its 

courses, thus denying that all things created are governed by God and sustained by His hand, and 

that, accordingly, the earth that then was stood out of the water and in the water by His word, 

they mocked with Noah’s prediction of the flood. They said that it simply could not happen. But 

it did happen. And the world of that day, being engulfed by the waters of the flood, perished. 

This passage from Peter’s epistle sheds all the light that is needed for the correct 
understanding of the verse in Gen. (7:11). For here we are literally told that the earth of that day 

was overflowed by the water in and out of which it stood. Clearly the reference is to the waters 

of the sea by which the continent inhabited by that ante-diluvian race of men was surrounded. 

What happened is that God raised the floor of the sea and the result was that the earth was en-

gulfed by great tidal waves. So were the fountains of the great deep broken. This must have been 

accompanied by violent changes in the earth’s crust whereby its fountains were broken up. 

Finally, the text in Genesis states that the windows or lattices of heaven were opened. 

This is a poetical description of torrential rains from above due to cloud bursts. 

The question of the universality of the flood we reserve for the next issue. 
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