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I see the sky-blue, white-capped seas,  

And blossom-Iadened spreading trees,  

The fragrant flowers, the sky so clear—  

And know that summer time is here! 

Hello, friends! Doesn’t it seem wonderful with a whole summer ahead of us once more? 

To many of us, it means a vacation from school and dreary lessons; to others it means continued 

work with only a two or three week vacation. Regardless of the length of time, I think we all 

agree that we should make the most of our vacation, so that, when we look back on the summer 

of 1951, we can honestly say we learned much and profited greatly during the time we spent 

doing our various activities. 

What are your plans for the summer? I imagine I might receive dozens of answers 

because of the broad backgrounds of our young people. Those of California, Montana, Iowa, 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan certainly present a variety of interests. Swimming, 

fishing, tennis, golf and gardening are the foremost on the list of summer fun, I am sure. From 

the cold, white-capped spray of the Pacific Ocean to the cool, tranquil blue of the lakes of 

Minnesota and Michigan, our young people are planning—planning for a summer packed with 

fun and enjoyment. 

But in the hearts of all of us, I am sure there is more than only this enjoyment. On trips, 

or at home, I feel certain that thoughts of our church and God’s Kingdom are uppermost. We are 

busy, yes; but our busyness ought not to crowd out or even over-crowd our spiritual life. 

“But”, some of us may ask, “what of me? I’m not working, taking trips or going to 

summer school. I hope to have some summer fun but other than that, I haven’t anything planned. 

What shall I do?” 

If there are any of us asking such a question, let us consider our great opportunity! Most 

likely, during the winter and spring months, we have caught ourselves saying, “I’m too busy for 

that just now—I’ll wait until summer to do it.” How about it? Perhaps this is just the time to 

catch up on some of that excellent reading material now being published. A good way to share 

our books, ideas and opinions, is to organize a small book club of our society or school friends. 

Free flow of criticism and recommendation of books, articles and pamphlets are bound to 

challenge us in our choice of reading material as well as keeping up on the latest writings. The 

Concordia and Standard Bearer are excellent as are magazines and books, fact or fiction. 

To those of us who love children and five in a community of lively youngsters, a summer 

children’s group would be ideal. Through cooperative effort of four or five, a sizeable group of 

children would be kept busy and interested during the afternoons of a few weeks or as long as 

you wish to continue. Planning ahead of time for certain “stops”, drivers could pick up the 

children and take them to a shady park. Because there would undoubtedly be various age groups 

the afternoon program would vary. A general outline for the whole group might be as follows: 

games and summer sports, a rest, an interesting, instructive Bible story and singing; each of these 

would then be adapted to the different age levels. This project would be of great benefit not only 

to those of us who plan to teach later on, but also to the boys and girls. Perhaps they never have 

had the opportunity to attend a summer camp; this would then be a new, challenging experience; 

scheduled, interesting, instructive afternoons. And I think we young people who have such an 



opportunity should take it. This certainly would be a phase of God’s kingdom work —this 

guiding and directing His little ones. It reminds me of part of a little poem a teacher once gave 

me: 

“I thank Thee for the will, the power, the blessed right  

To lead immortal minds in ways of truth and light.” 

And we, with “the will, the power, the blessed right,” cannot shirk our duty. 

Although many may not wish to or have not the opportunity to do these things, everyone 

enjoys summer sports. Summer jobs in a downtown office or at the corner grocery, extra 

schooling and helping out at home are forgotten in a happy hour or two in swimming, rowing, 

playing tennis or picnicking. The pull of the oar, spray of the rushing wave, bounce of the tennis 

ball or just the luxury of lying flat on one’s back" watching white clouds pass overhead makes 

one want to hold on to Time tightly—and hold it thus, never to let it go. But Time slips by and 

even these things must be left behind?—forever. And what of these things? Must not one show 

his Christian character even then? How are we going to present ourselves to others? In both work 

and play shall we be just “other” persons or shall we be distinguished even then, presenting 

ourselves as servants in our Master’s vineyard ? 

These are just a few of many activities which may be carried out. And don’t forget the 

Convention in August for a few days of wholesome, Christian fellowship and enjoyment. There 

is nothing as beneficial as meeting young people from other churches and having an enjoyable 

time. And being young, we are carefree and happy. We have the tendency to think that there is 

no danger in the present, that the future years lie ahead waiting for us. Let us not be mistaken but 

all work diligently, working as though Jesus Christ might come any day or hour. Living in this 

way, we can say with the apostle John, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 

And so our summer begins. Certainly in this summer of 1951 we have much to be 

grateful for; we, the young people of the church which lately celebrated her twenty-fifth 

anniversary, have in our hearts, love and thanksgiving to the God of our fathers who has led us in 

the past and will forevermore. 

I look behind me and I see 

Thy tender, guiding care o’er me;  

Grant me strength and courage free –  

So I may walk on, trusting Thee! 
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