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Once again we have received a letter from a member of our Manhattan congregation, 

namely, Harold Moss. Here’s his letter: 

“I have just received my second Beacon Lights, and I thought it was high time I scratched off 

a few lines to you. We never miss the Church until we cannot attend the services we are used to. 

The Spiritual needs of a Prot. Ref. serviceman cannot be satisfied by the Army Chaplains we 

have found. The future may look dark, but we must trust the Lord that He will protect us as He 

has done in the past. I can say this for those of you boys who are homesick, and have fear in your 

hearts for the future. I have helped myself a lot by remembering that it has been the Lord’s will 

that we are here, and He will protect us until the end. We should not put our trust in our weapons 

or in man’s power, as they always fail us, while God has never failed His own. At times, it is 

hard to carry the Banner of God on high, but we must not faint nor fail to carry it high and to 

proclaim His name abroad. So fellow Christians, keep looking up and proclaim His name over 

the length and breadth of the earth, and never cease praying. 

Yours in the Lord, 

Harold”. 

Thanks for writing such an inspiring letter, Harold, and we’d like to hear from you again. 

Why not drop Harold a line? His address is: 

Pvt. Harold F. Moss U.S. 56-092-759,Btry D, 94th AAA, AW, Bn (S.P.) Fort Bliss, Texas. 

* * * * * 

We talked with Carl Idema’s mother, as Carl was one of the first to be recalled to duty 

from First Church. He was in the reserves for three years, and previous to his recall, worked at 

Keeler Brass. He is stationed in the northern part of California and has been there approximately 

eight months. He says there are mountains all around, and they have a great deal of rain in this 

part of the state. Maybe some of you saw Carl when he was home a few weeks ago, and for those 

of you who don’t know him, we’re putting in a picture his mother gave us. He had a four-week 

furlough, but two weeks were spent in travelling. He took his car back with him, so he’ll at least 

have a way of getting around. Around Christmas time he worked as a mailman, but he didn’t like 

the job at all. He is now folding parachutes. 

Say Carl, why not drop us a line, and tell us yourself how much you enjoy Beacon Lights, 

although your Mom did say you liked it, and also tell us something about your work. And we’ll 

also put your address in: 

Cpl. Carl E. Idema, A.F. 57-503-064 93rd Maintenance Sqd., Castle Air Force Base Merced, 

Calif.  

* * * * * 

We were also given Peter Bos’ charge of address . Peter is also a member of First Church, 

and was recently moved from New York to Sherman, Texas. He was home for a few days, rather 

unexpectedly. 

Pfc. Peter J. Bos, A.F. 16-363-859, 3555th Hq. & Hq. Sq. M & S Group, Perrin Air Force Base 

Sherman, Texas. 

* * * * * 

Another member of First Church, Ray Schipper, was drafted on February 5th. He’s out 

on the West Coast, not too far from Seattle, Washington, and enjoys the climate very much. His 



letters tell us that the countryside is beautiful, and that there are a lot of hills. It’s quite cold 

around 6:00 in the morning, but it warms up in a hurry. Guess it’s too warm to wear their winter 

uniforms, but the officers tell them that they wear them the year round. Ray attended Grand 

Rapids Christian High School, before going to work at the J. C. Miller Co. He’s told us that there 

are quite a number of Grand Rapids boys in this camp. He is in the Boat and Shore Patrol, and 

expects to start some advanced training before very long. His address is: 

Pvt. Raymond Schipper, U.S. 55-097-861 Co. B., Boat Bn., 369th E.B. & S. R., Fort Worden, 

Washington.  

* * * * * 

Last night, Mrs. Miedema called me and gave me a little more information about Harold, 

from Hope Church. She received his over-seas address, and news that he has been, in combat for 

16 days. He told her he was lying next to his tent, writing to the family. He could see hundreds of 

Koreans fleeing their homes, and says that the troops keep going back, back, back. So far he 

hasn’t received any mail from home. 

We know that all our boys like to get mail, so why not get busy now, and drop them a 

line. Maybe you won’t get answers, but it’s about the least we can do to keep them in touch with 

what happens here at home. Do us a favor, and write to them, and you fellows turn the tables, 

and let us in on what you’re doing. Harold’s new address is: 

Pvt. Harold J. Miedema 55-052-589, Co. H, 5th R/TC APO 301, c/o P. M., San Francisco, Calif. 

* * * * * 

 We’re sorry that most of the news is from the First Church, but it’s easier to get 

information from here than from the other Churches. So why not drop us a line, or tell your 

parents to write or call us, so we can have news from some of the other Churches, instead of all 

from First? Manhattan seems next in line. We expect to receive a lot of mail from the Western 

Churches, but all we get is a letter a month, all of which have proved interesting, but we’d still 

like to have more. Not that we relish the extra work, but after all our column is for you fellows, 

so why not help along? We’ll be looking forward to receiving a lot of mail from you,  

Jane Schipper. 
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