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Dear fellows, 

Spring has come. As I look out of my window I see evidences of it everywhere. The 

Spirit of God has touched the buds of the trees causing them to burst forth in a grand array of 

foliage. The fields are carpeted with verdant green, the flowers spatter every hue and color upon 

God’s handiwork. We are reminded once more of that stanza in our Psalter, “Thy Spirit, O Lord, 

makes life to abound; the earth is renewed and fruitful the ground.” 

In unfailing regularity the springtime follows upon the winter as surely as the day follows 

upon the night. There may be bloodshed and devastation in Korea, unrest in Europe, rumors of 

newly invented destructive weapons that chill one’s blood, an uncertain tomorrow for you 

fellows,—all of which fills you with apprehension as to your future,—but you cannot help but 

note that the seasons make their changes again in clock-like precision, even as regularly as the 

stars follow their courses through the heavens. God’s schedule is being carried out with perfect 

accuracy, even to the finest detail. The sovereign God assures us once more, “My counsel stands, 

and I do all my good pleasure.” 

Spring is the time for three of our important Christian holidays. Easter comes first, often 

while the wintry winds still sweep through the naked trees. Creation has hardly as yet been 

aroused from its winter sleep when we are reminded of one of the greatest wonders this world 

has ever known. God spoke the word of His power and brought forth life out of the midst of 

death. The Spirit of God penetrated the tomb of Joseph to raise Jesus from the dead. Jesus is now 

our resurrected Lord, Who was dead and yet lives forevermore. He is the Resurrection and the 

Life. 

Even while I am writing this letter, Ascension Day was just a week ago and Pentecost is 

three days off. Maybe as far as you are concerned these holidays passed almost unnoticed this 

year for the simple reason that you could not celebrate them with us as on previous years. The 

world has no place for these holidays on her calendar. She does not even know how to pretend to 

keep them. But for us the ascension of Christ and the outpouring, of the Holy Spirit are as 

important as the resurrection itself. The same power of the Almighty that raised Jesus from the 

dead also exalted Him just forty days later to the highest glory at the Father’s right hand in 

heaven. There Christ now lives and carries on His work as our Mediator and Savior. To Him is 

given all power in heaven and upon earth. He has authority over all the thousands of angels, who 

stand ready every moment to do His bidding. He has power over the prince of darkness who still 

goes around as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. In spite of themselves, even all the 

devils must serve toward the coming of Christ’s kingdom. He has power over every creature that 

moves upon the earth from the smallest microbe that no eye can see to the man of power who 

holds, as it seems, the destinies of the world in his hand. Christ alone makes history. He works 

out God’s counsel to the hastening of His eternal day. In everything that happens He assures us: 

Behold, I am coming very speedily! From that aspect, instead of saying, “Christ shall have 

dominion over land and sea,” the church of the new dispensation can better say that Christ 

already has dominion over land and sea and over heaven and earth. 

This Christ pours out His Spirit upon us. That is the blessing of Pentecost. On Christmas 

we are reminded of the fact that Christ came to dwell among us. On Pentecost we commemorate 

the fact that He is no longer merely among us, but now dwells within us. He dwells in our hearts 



by His Spirit. He lives, yes, we know He lives, for He lives within our hearts. He has promised 

that He will never leave us nor forsake us. As He uses all things toward the coming of His 

kingdom, so He also prepares us for our place in that kingdom. Nothing can ever separate us 

from His love. 

There will be wars and rumors of war, unrest among the nations, trials and tribulations 

for the people of God, tomorrows which are even more uncertain than the pending one. These are 

all signs of the times. Also these things belong to the plan and purpose of the Most High. They 

come as surely and as perfectly according to schedule as the springtime follows the winter and as 

day follows night. 

Christ even uses us to serve in our small way toward that coming of His kingdom. 

This, fellows, is the confidence of the saints. A glorious confidence in a world shaken by 

doubts and fears! May our God strengthen you in that confidence today, tomorrow, and every 

day, where-ever He leads you and whatever He may give you to do. May you always remember 

the admonition of Scripture, “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” I 

Cor. 16:13. 

Remembering you in our prayers, 
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