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There are many different forms of gambling. I do not wish to weary the reader by 

discussing the various forms of gambling which a wicked world indulges in. I have in mind the 

stock market; the gambling den or casino, where gambling such as dice, poker, roulette, 

blackjack, chuck a luck, etc. are done; and the gambling done at sporting events. There are, 

however, two forms of gambling that are rather interesting to notice: The “one-armed bandit”, or 

the slot machine is a mechanical contrivance invented and used by the wicked in order to rob 

money from the masses of ignorant people. A mathematician once borrowed a slot machine from 

police headquarters and took it to his room for investigation. He used “fake” money and learned 

that a player hits the jack pot once in four thousand times. At a nickel a throw, it would cost 

about two hundred dollars to win five dollars. The next highest payoff was once in two thousand 

plays, and cost one hundred dollars to win one dollar. Some machines can be set so as never to 

hit the jackpot at all. 

Horse-racing is often called the sport of kings, but it is actually the sport of fools. A 

prominent sports writer has said there are eighty ways to lose money on a horse race, including 

bribery, double crossing, and intimidating. The race track is a place of fraud and cruelty. Horses 

are doped and sponges are inserted into the nostrils of some to make breathing difficult. The 

latter is done in order to wrongfully discriminate the winner of a horse race. 

There are many other forms of gambling indulged in by wicked men who want much 

money without working for it. Instead of making more money they lose whatever they already 

have. In Proverbs 28:22 we read, “He that hath an evil eye hasteth after riches and knoweth not 

that want shall come upon them.” This proverb is just as true today as it was in Solomon’s time. 

Israel lusted after the riches of Egypt (Numbers 11), but God punished them for this. God also 

punishes the greedy men of today who waste their money by gambling. In the State of Nevada 

where gambling is legal, the sale of cigarettes for calming nerves is the highest in the U. S. and 

the death rate from heart disease and apoplexy is up in the stratosphere. God will also punish the 

gambling racketeer that sucks the money from his fellowmen and uses it for his own gain. 

“Come now ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches are 

corrupted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver are rusted; and their rust 

shall be for a testimony against you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your 

treasure in the last days.” James 5:1-3. 

There are also many forms of gambling that outwardly appear innocent, in which many 

church people participate. The pinball machine is found in practically all restaurants, ice-cream 

parlors, drug stores, amusement parks, etc. in the U. S. It is a common scene to see American 

youth dropping nickel after nickel into these machines. No statistics on the vast amounts of 

money collected with these machines are available to date. The racketeers behind the pinball 

machines keep the amount of their profits as secret as possible. 

There are also lotteries and raffles, sponsored by many organizations including 

churches(?) (the Roman Catholics in particular). Each person, after paying a certain specified 

amount of money, receives a ticket with a number printed on it. Duplicates of all the tickets sold 

are kept by the sponsor and placed in a container from which someone draws a ticket. The 

number on this ticket is the “lucky” number and the person whose number corresponds receives 

a prize. The prizes range in value from new automobiles, television sets and furniture to a 



basketful of groceries or a can of paint. The drawings in these contests are usually done in an 

honest manner; however sometimes the drawings are held in secret in order that the sponsor may 

choose who the winner shall be. The money made in the sale of the tickets far exceeds the 

amount of money spent in prizes. 

The amusement centers of our cities offer concessions which are nothing more than 

downright gambling, even though there may be an element of skill connected with it. There are 

many throwing and shooting games where the player pays a certain amount for so many throws 

or shots. The person that can knock down a certain number of phony ducks, ten pins, milk 

bottles, etc. with so many shots receives a prize. Again the money one spends in trying to win far 

exceeds the value of the prize. 

These and many others are forms of gambling which many Reformed people are tempted 

to participate in. It certainly requires considerable grace to keep ourselves unspotted in this world 

and from the wiles of the devil in these evil times in which we as Christians are called to live. 
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