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David and His Mighty Men, is a book which pictures for us the character, faithfulness, 

and vitality of David and his thirty-seven captains, as well as of his common soldiers. The 

author, R. O. Corwin, was especially interested in the period of Biblical history during which 

David’s kingdom was built up. He spent eleven years of research on this period, using the works 

of Josephus as well as that of other historical writers. At the end of eleven years he wrote this 

book. 

The book depicts for us in a unique fashion the characteristics of some of David’s leading 

men. It shows how they joined David’s forces and fought faithfully to defend, and extend his 

cause and kingdom. Some of the leaders are treated individually. Thus we receive a deeper 

understanding of their actions as recorded in the Bible. The story of David becomes more 

interesting, and such men as Joab, Abishai, Uriah, and David himself come to new light as we 

read chapter after chapter.  

The author leaves the impression that many of the mighty men of David followed him not 

because they thought it was the will of God, but because they felt that David deserved their 

allegiance; that their faithfulness was due to respect for David, not their desire for the extension 

of God’s Kingdom. 

The readers may question the authenticity of certain parts of the book. Some of the men 

are idealized to such an extent that it becomes difficult to accept all details. 

However, David and His Mighty Men touches upon many Biblical facts which are usually 

passed by as insignificant. It is both interesting and instructive and deserves recommendation to 

our readers. 
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