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“Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?” 

—Job 38:16. 

 

Unlike the other members of the mollusk family—the clam, the oyster, and the snail—the 

squid is a very active, vicious and fast-moving creature. Characteristic of the mollusk family is 

the hard outer shell which protects the spineless soft-bodied animal. The “clerk of the seas” has 

no such exterior armor; it depends on speed and power. However, embedded in the flesh of its 

soft body lies a horny skeleton which resembles an old fashioned ink pen, a feathered quill. 

In addition, the squid possesses an unusual organ, called an ink sac, which emits a black 

fluid. Thus the term “clerk of the sea” is applicable to this amazing creature furnished with quill 

and ink. A close relative inhabiting the Indian Ocean is the source of sepia or India ink, and it 

also has a peculiar skeleton embedded in its muscle which is called the “cuttle bone” and is com-

monly found in canary cages. 

Not only in appearance does the squid resemble a modem rocket, but also in its manner 

of locomotion—jet propulsion. We can compare it to a cigar with two tail fins at the tapered end 

and a bundel of ten slender fingers at the other end. Eight of the ten fingers (called tenacles) are 

of the same size and are used for holding and tearing the food; while the two longer tenacles 

function when seizing prey. All tenacles are armed with four rows of suction cups which enable 

them to get a vice-like grip. In the center of these tenacles is located the mouth which is 

equipped with powerful jaws and horny teeth supported by a flexible file-like tongue which 

operates like a ditch-digger chipping off pieces of prey, while the victim is firmly held by the 

tenacles. One variety found off the western coast of South America is much feared by man 

because of its ferocity; piano wire is no match for its teeth. 

“This is the squidiest year I ever twined in”, said a Maine fisherman recently, for his 

mackerel seines caught 16,000 bushels in one night off the New England coast. 

Generally, squids vary from a few inches to a few feet in length and are found universally 

in sea water. A species found off the coast of Peru ranges from four to seven feet in length and 

weighs up to 100 pounds. However, these figures are dwarfed by those of the Giant Squid found 

in the cold North Atlantic which attains a length of fifty feet and weighs several tons. This 

hideous vicious giant was pursued by the whale and sometimes driven close to shore. This may 

account for some of the old European sagas regarding the serpentine monsters. 

Behind the tenacles are two large eyes which provide the creature with excellent vision. 

The “gravity organ” which measures and controls its water depth is a very simple device 

consisting of a sac with a floating weight. It is located in the brain tissue. 

Not only the chameleon has the power to change its color, but also the squid, for it has 

color sacs in the outer skin. These color cells have long finger-like extensions. When the pigment 

is allowed to flow out of these branches, the animal may appear maroon; but when the fluid is 

retracted into the cell again the color almost disappears. Besides the red pigment cells they have 

blue and yellow ones, so that unlike man they can change their “race”. 

The animal is very difficult to maintain in captivity even though constantly supplied with 

fresh seawater. After several unsuccessful attempts to hatch squid eggs in an aquarium it was dis-

covered that the sun’s rays coagulated or hardened the egg, whereas in nature it is protected by a 



slimy film which keeps out the ultra-violet part of the sun’s rays. After this unusual discovery, 

naturalists were able to hatch the eggs in aquariums. 

Unique indeed is this creature’s method of locomotion—jet propulsion! Water is taken 

into the body cavity, called the mantel, and is forced out under considerable pressure by the 

muscular walls through a small opening called the siphon. Generally, the animal moves tail first 

allowing the finger-like tenacles to follow. Also if emits a cloud of inky liquid which forms an 

effective smoke screen to hide it from its foe. However, the direction of the siphon may be 

changed, so that the squid may move head first. In order to better comprehend the efficiency, 

speed and power of this organism, it is well to note that it has one heart to provide for the body 

and one for each gill, thus giving it several fuel pumps. 

Both the oriental and the Mediterranean people use the squid as a source of food. Cod 

fishermen prize them for bait. Many are used for fertilizer. The most important use, however, is 

in basic research on the nervous system for the squid possesses the largest nerve cells known. In 

fact, a Harvard zoologist remarked, “The very size of the nerve processes has prevented their 

discovery, since it is well nigh impossible to believe that such a large structure can be a nerve 

fibre.” Today physiologists are using squid nerves in their studies on the nature of nerve 

impulses. 

Is it not strange that this sea-clerk which has created fear and suspicion in the past is the 

fore-runner of jet-propulsion and is now the prize object of present day nerve research? Yes, an 

unusual creature in action, appearance, and usefulness! 

Is there nothing new under the sun? Once again we are compelled to say “Thy wisdom is 

too wonderful for me 
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