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To live as a Christian and, therefore, to identify one’s self with the saints in Christ 

consists of much more than a general, outward lack of conformity to certain standards and 

practices of the ungodly world. Christian living must not be characterized by a certain nega-

tivism but according to its real meaning it is the only true positive way of life. Although there is 

always room but especially in our times to reiterate the warning, “Be not conformed to the 

world”, this exhortation has an impossible practical application without its counterpart, “Be 

conformed”. 

Conformed to what? 

To the image of God’s Son! Unto that the foreknown have been predestinated and called and 

justified and so also they shall be glorified. A full-orbed Christian life thus consists of the dili-

gent and continuous application of this two-fold calling: “Not conformed but conformed”. 

Conformed to the image of the Son of God! 

We are to see that this is one of the most amazing statements that can be uttered. A 

mental genius could not invent the idea expressed in it. The human mind cannot fathom its 

possibility of realization. It is the climax of grace; an exclusive work of the Holy Spirit and a 

peculiar possession to those only whom God has foreknown! 

To be conformed to this image in actuality as well as profession excludes the possibility 

of world conformity for it should be evident that firstly, Christ, God’s Son, and the world do not 

bear similar images and, secondly, we can only be conformed unto one image and, therefore, 

finally, it is impossible for us to be conformed to both the world and to the Son of God. Here, 

too, it is “either or” and never “both and”. 

The world having been corrupted through sin bears the image of her spiritual lord, Satan. 

In all of her works, culturally, scientifically, industrially she radiates his vice. In her pleasures 

she shamelessly exhibits her vileness. The Son of God, however, is “the very express image of 

God Himself” (Heb. 1:3). He is the brightness of God’s glory. Whoever hath seen the Son hath 

also seen the Father. All the glory, beauty, virtue and power of God is radiated in His Son. If 

then, we are able to bear the image of God and Satan, we are also able to bear the image of Jesus 

and the world. Impossible!!! 

“Be conformed”! 

To the one image which is that of Jesus! Be Christ like! Be pure! Be imitators in all 

things of Jesus! Duplicate His gracious words; repeat His charitable actions; follow His righteous 

steps; be indignant as He at the appearance of sin; pursue with zeal like unto His the Kingdom of 

the Father; die unto sin and live unto God. Be conformed! 

This we repeat is an amazing thought! The climax of all grace! In it we see a fourfold 

development the end of which is perfect conformation and Christian Living! 

1. There is a Spiritual Conformity to Christ’s Image. 

This must proceed any practical or visible conformity. It is the indelible stamping upon 

the soul and forming in the heart the image of Jesus in the act we call “regeneration”. All 

external pretenses to conform to Jesus without this inner spiritual conformity is nothing but sham 

and hypocrisy. Whatever is reflected from a heart renovated by the Spirit of God is true 

conformity to Jesus’ image. Thus John states: “He that is born of God cannot sin.” 

2. There is a Practical Conformity to Christ’s Image. 



By this we understand the process of sanctification. “He that says he abideth in Him (in 

Jesus) ought himself also so to walk even as He walked”. Conformity means an entire life 

devoted to adherance to all the commandments of Jesus. It means “putting on Jesus”, “growing 

up in Him”, “showing forth His virtue”, etc. It is terrible when those professing Jesus despise or 

ignore His law and precepts. Such is “practical non-conformity”. Let it not be found among us! 

3. There is what we call an Experimental Conformity. 

This is closely related to the preceding though we distinguish it for sake of emphasizing 

the believers inner consciousness of the conforming process. He puts off the old man and puts on 

the new. He rejoices in that “it is not I that liveth but Christ in me”. The believer works out his 

salvation in the consciousness that God works in and through him. That we refer to under the 

“experience of conformity to Christ’s image”. 

4. Finally there is the Physical Conformity. 

“We know that when Jesus shall appear, we shall be like Him” (I John 3:2). This must 

wait until the day of salvation but experiencing the beginnings of that conformity we are assured 

that when He cometh, He will change not only our soul and raise it to glory but “He will change 

our vile body that it may be made like unto His most glorious body.” 

We shall be like Jesus! 

We shall be like God, Whose image Jesus bears. 

We shall not be God but like Him. Eternally there is an infinite chasm between us and 

God. He is GOD, we are creatures. But, because we are His image bearers we shall eternally 

reflect His image in and through the only Begotten Son in heavenly glory. And because we are 

like Him we shall be able to live with Him in Covenant blessedness. 

That is the climax of grace! 

That must be our striving “Living Christians” who desire to practice “Christian Living”. 
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