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It is becoming more and more obvious in our times that there is a powerful spirit 

pervading every sphere of life seeking to obliterate all social, political and religious distinction 

and unify the world. The universal brotherhood of man is emphasized. The cry is unto a world-

wide amalgamation of all races and churches for the common purpose of serving the good of 

mankind. It is hardly a matter of choice any more but is rapidly becoming mandatory that all 

shall conform to a certain pattern. 

Let it be understood that our criticism is not of the idea of unification as such. The idea is 

Biblical for we, as Christians, are “one in Christ”. Nor do we object to conforming to a pattern 

provided that pattern be “the image of the Son of God unto which we have been predestinated”. 

And, it would be evil for us to condemn all forms of amalgamation for the Lord would have us 

seek one another on the basis of righteousness and in the way of truth. This latter is utterly 

impossible in a world of sinful men who wholly disregard the antithetical distinction which God 

Himself has sovereignly placed in the world through the working of His eternal decree of 

election and reprobation and, therefore, we warn against any external and superficial union of 

individuals or groups and herald forth this truth: “The identity of the true Christian is manifest 

not in isolationism but in spiritual distinctiveness”. Hence, the question “Who are you?” Your 

distinctiveness may be ascertained by a two-fold Scriptural standard which is really the negative 

and positive side of the believers one calling “to be a separate people unto God”. The first aspect 

of this calling we characterize under the caption: 

“Be not conformed to this world!” The world that is here meant is the contrast to the 

world of God’s love which is also spoken of in Scripture. It is the whole order of things that 

hates Christ (John 15:18); whose princes crucified Him (I Cor. 2:8); that lies in the wicked one (I 

John 5:10); whose members are described as men of the world which have their portion in this 

life (Ps. 17: 11); which is under the dominion of Satan, its prince (John 16:11) for he regulates its 

politics and policies as he is ‘its god’ (II Cor. 4:4), and, therefore also directs its religion. It is the 

world which saints are told “not to love” (I John 2:15) and for which Jesus “did not pray” (John 

17:9). This world is the embodiment of Satan’s spirit. 

Be not conformed to it! 

This is the first phase of Christian distinctiveness. This means that are we truly Christian 

we are not to allow the evil example of those surrounding us in that world to mar or modify the 

completeness of our devotion to God and His service. We must not be like the unregenerate in 

heart and in life. Our lives may not be animated by the spirit that breathes in that world. 

To be sure this does not mean that the Christian is to deny himself all contact with the 

subjects of this world nor that he must impose upon himself any restraints which are not required 

by Scripture in order to make himself as unlike this world as possible. It is true that our calling is 

to avoid any sinful compliance with the world, but in doing so we must carefully guard against a 

vain glory that arises from self-righteousness. We must be righteous but not ‘self-righteous’. We 

may not follow the multitude to do evil nor fashion ourselves after the traditions, customs and 

whims of men. We must determine to be guided in all our living by the Word of God having our 

“senses exercised to know both good and evil” (Heb. 5:14). We must guard against the evil of 

Epicureanism (unrestrained indulgence in the world) but also against monasticism (isolated 

physically so our light cannot be seen). Rather we must live in this world a life of holiness being 



animated in all that we do by the Spirit of God. 

This non-conformity does not require the Christian to refuse a moderate use of the 

comforts and conveniences of life as some would maintain. Good and evil are found in things. 

The Christian life becomes overly legalistic. All things are catalogued and branded “touch” and 

“touch not”. There is certainly a great need in true Christian living that we watch against 

allowing lawful things to become harmful to us by their abuse. We must remember that “every 

creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thankfulness” (I Tim. 

4:4). Use all things unto edification! 

Nor does this non-conformity imply that the Christian may become slothful and careless 

in respect to the things of his present environment and business in this world. Rather he is to 

discharge his duties and conduct himself according to the rule of faith and the principles of the 

Word of God in whatever station God providentially places him, whether it be a husband or wife, 

parent or child, youth or infant, master or servant, magistrate or civilian. He must yield 

obedience as unto God so that he may give a good account of his stewardship. Thus the Christian 

without patterning the world which is poor and wicked in its stewardship manages all his 

temporal affairs faithfully and diligently. 

And so the Christians, living in the world but not of it, refuse to be allured by the smiles 

of unbelievers nor intimidated by their frowns. They are not moved by their opinions and 

criticisms to adopt or pattern their standards. Rather they consider the religion of the world a 

delusion; they regard its principles as corrupt; they deem its aspirations as empty bubbles and 

they know that this course is hellward. 

They do not conform. They remain separate and distinct. They love Jesus and hate all that 

oppose Him. They confess they are strangers and pilgrims; that heaven is their country and 

Christ their King. And they live that confession always! Therein may their identity be known. 

The other side of their identity is “that they are conformed to the image of God’s Son”. 

Of this we hope to write next time, D.V. Till then “be not conformed . . . to this world.” 
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