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A senator made an important statement which I wish to quote: “Much of the evil of the 

world is beyond the reach of the law. . . As our study of the RPC progressed we were confronted 

more and more with problems of ethical conduct. . . How do we deal with those who, under the 

guise of friendship, accept the favors which offend the spirit of the law, but do not violate its 

letter?” 

“What of the men outside Government who suborn those inside it? They are careful to 

see that they do not do anything that can be construed as illegal. They operate through lawyers—

men who are known as clever lawyers, a cleverness which is like the instinct of the rat that 

knows how to get the bait without getting caught. Many businessmen employ these knavish 

lawyers to circumvent the law and enrich themselves at Government expense.” 

“Who is more at fault, the bribed or the bribers? The bribed have been false to their oaths 

and betrayers of their trust. But they are often relatively simple men who weaken before the 

temptations held out to them by the unscrupulous. Who are the bribers? They are often men who 

walk the earth, lordly and secure, members of good families, respected figures. . . Is it too much 

to ask of them that they behave with simple honesty—with that honesty which looks, not to the 

letter of the law, but to its spirit? 

The essence of what we have been studying in our committee is but a reflection of what 

may have been seen in many phases of our national life. The Government and its activities are, in 

a very real sense, a mirror of our national life. . . Our colleges, under extreme pressure from the 

alumni, have become so intent upon winning football and basketball games that they use any 

means to gain their ends. They hire players who are not bona fide students. They corrupt not only 

the hired players but also the entire student body, who learn from their elders the cynical, im-

moral doctrine that one must win at all costs. A by-product of this doctrine led naturally to 

betting and to the shocking episode of the widespread bribery of basketball players in New York. 

“The vast majority of great civilizations have been destroyed, not as a result of external 

aggression, but as a consequence of domestic corruption. . . Democracy is more likely to be 

destroyed by the perversion of, or abandonment of, its true moral principles than by the armed 

attack from Russia. The evil and insidious materialism of the Communists is a greater danger to 

us than their guns. 

“One of the most disturbing aspects of this problem of moral conduct is the revelation 

that among so many influential people formality has become identical with legality. We are 

certainly in a tragic plight if the accepted standard by which we measure the integrity of a man in 

public life is that he keep within the letter of the law. . . 

“What seems to be new about these scandals is the moral blindness of callousness which 

allows those in responsible positions to accept the practices which the facts reveal. It is bad 

enough for us to have corruption in our midst, but it is worse if it is to be condoned. 

“Too many people in our nation do not believe anything with conviction. They question 

the concepts of God or of man, indiscriminately. The values of life which were clear to the 

Pilgrims and the Founding Fathers have become dim and fuzzy in outline.” (Time, April 91 

This speech of Senator Fulbright of Arkansas may seem only for the gangsters and 

corrupt politicians. But it is not, and I feel it may well be a warning to us as well. To us as 

Christian businessmen and American citizens there is always the serious calling to do all things 



honestly as before the face of God. 

It is not true that we always do. Frankness and confession of evil is our first step toward 

letting our light shine. We face Government controls and regulations in our day. We face 

situations in which we are apt to choose the course of actions which nets us the greatest 

advantage, in which we can make the most money—instead of taking the path of strict honesty in 

the service of God. 

It is our calling in this evil world not to be contaminated in any way with the godless 

mammon, with Babylon’s corrupt wealth, gained by immorality in its economic as well as in its 

social life. “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 

not her plagues.” Rev. 18:4. 

Only such a life, which, by the grace of God, seeks His strength from day to day to 

withstand the evils of seeking selfish profit and advantage primarily, will be able to withstand the 

demands to unite with the world in its schemes for material advancement at the expense of 

individual godliness and honesty. 
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