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LESSON V. 

The King’s Debasement and Restoration 

Chapter 4 

 

We have in this chapter the account of an amazing event in the life of Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Almighty had driven him away from men to go and dwell as a beast in the field. However, 

this event in his life was preceded by another unusual thing. He was given another dream of 

special importance. This is now the second dream that God gave to him and which must be 

interpreted by Daniel. Few men in the entire Old Dispensation were given such special dreams 

and almost without exception they were given to those in Israel. King Pharaoh, his butler and his 

baker had experienced such dreams. But here is a king outside of Israel who has had two such 

dreams in a short period of time. 

The dream was that of a tree that grew to an enormous height and size. The tree was cut 

down and only the stump of it was left. And till seven times had passed over the stump the dew 

of heaven made it wet. Included in the dream was also somewhat the interpretation which we can 

see when the proper clues were added but which meant nothing to the king. For a voice spoke 

over that tree and that stump and gave indication of what it meant. You have, for example, such 

words as “Let his heart be changed from a man’s heart, and let a beast’s heart be given unto 

him”. 

The king called in Daniel after the other wise men of the king’s court were unable to 

explain the dream. You would expect the king to call Daniel first after his former experience 

with a dream that troubled him. Daniel explained to the king that he was this tree, that God had 

given him a glorious and large kingdom, that he had forgotten God and that God was now going 

to drive him away from men to live with and to behave as the beasts of the field. He was to 

become what is called today a schizophreniac which Webster calls one who suffers from a 

“psychosis characterized by loss of contact with environment and by disintegration of 

personality.” The king suffered a mental disorder somewhat similar to that of a schizophrenic. 

Others call it “insania zoanthropica” a mental malady according to which men consider 

themselves to be animals and seek to imitate them. At any rate it was an awful punishment and a 

pitiable sight to behold. 

Daniel urged the king to repent of his ways and to turn from his evil. The king continued 

on his way for another year. Suddenly while he was making a proud boast God smote him and he 

was driven away as a mad fellow. At the end of the set time—here seven times, which indicates 

that it was no short period of time—his sanity returned and he saw himself as others had seen 

him all these days. He gives utterance now to the truth he had to learn, that God ruleth in the 

heavens and He giveth authority to rule to whom He wills. 

 

Points For Discussion: 

1. The vision before the fact. Can you suggest a reason why the king should have been 

given this vision before his madness? Did God give him a chance to repent by this; and 

does Daniel also urge him to take this opportunity? Or is the vision necessary that the 

king may understand the thing that comes over him? Whichever your view is, be able to 



explain and defend it. 

2. The king a believer? Read carefully verses 2, 25, 34. Do they conclusively show him 

to be a believer? Verse 8 speaks of the holy gods. Does it take faith to say that? Verse 25 

declares that he will know that God rules. Is that the spiritual knowledge of saving faith? 

Does the lack of any reference to God’s mercy and salvation in verses 34-37 as well as all 

direct reference to confession of sin necessarily brand him as an unbeliever? Does the 

whole vision together with the awful punishment serve that purpose to bring to saving 

faith? How does God bring His people to saving faith? Can He and does He do that 

through insanity, or is sanity always necessary? Is there any hope of salvation for the 

insane? For those born insane? 

 

LESSON VI. 

The Handwriting on the Wall 

Daniel 5 

 

A new king, the son of Nebuchadnezzar, is now on the throne. In great pride and fleshly 

lust he makes a great feast. In connection with our study of the book of Esther does the thought 

not strike you that when we read of the world that persecutes God’s Church that they truly are 

presented to us as those who “eat, drink, and are merry”, realizing that soon they die? Verse 22 

of this chapter is important for us to note. This son of Nebuchadnezzar was fully aware of the 

awful thing that came upon his father for his pride and sinfulness. But he makes no attempt to 

turn from that evil way. Instead he does far more evil than his father dared to do. He not only 

made a feast, but he called for all the holy vessels of God’s temple that they might drink their 

wine out of them. 

At this feast, and at a moment when the hilarity and carnal merrymaking is at its climax 

God spoke His awful word to this evil king. And He did so in a very unique way. No prophet is 

sent to cry out judgment upon him. No servant is sent to rebuke him by word for his use of these 

holy vessels. But God speaks in a terrifying way. He causes the fingers of a man’s hand to appear 

in bold relief moving and writing an awful sentence upon the wall. The king trembles 

uncontrollably at the sight. In an awful terror he cries aloud for the help of his wise men and 

offers a fantastic reward for the one who can interpret the writing. 

Of course, there is none found who can declare its meaning. In fact there was no one that 

could even read it. It was not written in the language of any nation living at that time. The very 

letter, characters, were different from those in current usage. The Queen, that is the king’s 

mother and not his wife, suggests to him Daniel whom she remembered as having explained the 

dreams of Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel is called in, and not for fame, not for wealth, but for the sake 

of God’s glory and the comfort of the Church in captivity Daniel explained to the king what 

these words meant. 

The king was told that he had been placed in the balances by God and had been found 

wanting, the end of his kingdom was numbered by God and it would be given to the Medes and 

the Persians. Swiftly these words were also executed by God, for that very night his brother slew 

him. What we read in verse 31 does not refer to that same night, but it is recorded to show us that 

the entire prophecy was fulfilled. One part was realized the very night of the handwriting on the 

wall, the other part when Darius was sixty-two years old. Verse 31 could very nicely be the first 

verse of chapter six. 

 



Points For Discussion: 

1. The vessels of the Temple. Why was it sinful for the king to use these vessels? What 

did it signify that he wanted to use them? Was it at all comparable to the sin of the Philis-

tines when they called to have Samson in their midst at their feast? Was it similar to the 

sin of Uzzah who touched the Ark and was killed? Might the common Israelite touch 

these vessels? Do we have anything today that is holy in that same respect as these 

vessels? Would you feel free or guilty to use pages from an old, worn Bible to start your 

furnace or stove? Would you cast a worn old Bible in the fire? 

2. The king’s attitude to Daniel’s interpretation. Did the king show any trace of 

penitence after he had been told of the judgment of God upon him? Did he show any faith 

in the certainty of this judgment? He promised Daniel a great place in his kingdom for the 

future. Does that mean that he felt relieved that this was all that the writing meant? Or do 

you take the stand that his rewarding Daniel indicated that he was penitent and wanted to 

keep his promise? Does it indicate to you that he did not want to be found wanting 

anymore? What would you have expected of a penitent child of God after such a word of 

judgment? 

 

LESSON VII 

Daniel Among The Lions 

Daniel 6 

 

A period of time is passed between chapter 5:30 and the incident recorded in this chapter. 

Darius the Median is now king. But the same God is still judge of His people, and He arranges a 

place for Daniel in the king’s court. The king appoints princes over all the provinces and three 

presidents to be over all these one hundred and twenty princes, each over forty princes with their 

provinces. Of these three the king preferred Daniel. This was the occasion for a fiery jealousy 

among the other princes and presidents. His soul was among lions then already, even as the 

Psalmist declares in Psalm 57:4. And these human lions, these fierce enemies of Daniel plotted 

to take his life. 

What a marvelous commentary on Daniel’s integrity; they can find a way to get rid of 

Daniel only by finding fault with his worship of God. His walk was flawless before the eyes of 

men. They knew that they could never convince the king that he had stolen, killed or done any 

deed of social injustice. They knew that they would never find him breaking the second table of 

the Law. And to find a reason for his death they must induce the king to change the first table of 

the Law also. They must move him to rewrite the first commandment to read, “Thou shalt have 

no other god before thee save Darius.” Then they can be sure that Daniel will be found trans-

gressing their law. He who transgressed this law, they specified, ought to be cast to the lions. The 

king agreed, not realizing that it was directed against Daniel. 

Daniel payed absolutely no attention to this decree and prayed three times a day with his 

face toward Jerusalem. He faced Jerusalem because that is where the Temple had stood and there 

is where God had revealed Himself to His people. The enemies are looking for this to happen 

and immediately inform the king. Daniel is taken and is thrown into the den with the lions. 

The king was sorely displeased to hear this accusation of Daniel, but he had no choice in 

the matter. And the enemies of Daniel remind him of the fact that the laws of the Medes and the 

Persians cannot be altered. Daniel is therefore cast into the den with the lions, and the king goes 

home to spend a miserable night. But God prevented the lions from harming Daniel. He closed 



their mouths and made them harmless. The king hurries to the den early the next morning and 

finds Daniel alive. He commands that he be brought out and that his enemies be cast into the den. 

These men and their families are then immediately devoured by the hungry lions. 

 

Points For Discussion: 

1.  Daniel’s behavior. Was Daniel not careless, to say the least? Did he have to leave his 

window open? Does Jesus not teach us to pray in secret? And was not Daniel’s behavior 

here touched somewhat with a haughty and proud attitude of disregard? Was he not 

trying to show these enemies that they could not frighten him? Or was all this necessary, 

and would secret prayer here have been sinful? Explain your stand. 

2. Darius a believer? Here we have the question again. From his speech and actions 

would you call Darius a believer? Verses 8 and 9 would certainly indicate that he was an 

unbeliever. But how do you explain his interest in Daniel and his speech to Daniel in the 

den? Would you put his words in the same class with the thousands who today speak of 

Christianity and call themselves Christians? 

3. Daniel’s speech to the king. Daniel says, “O king, live forever”. May we say that of 

any human being? Especially if you have taken the stand that Darius is an unbeliever, you 

stand before the question as to whether we may ever wish such a thing of an unbeliever. 

Would it not be equal to wishing them an escape from the torments of hell? Or does the 

expression simply mean to indicate that Daniel has no malice in his heart toward the king 

and that he will never put forth his hand to take his life from him? Is it similar to the 

prayer of Stephen, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”? 

 

LESSON VIII 

A General View of the Section 

Daniel 1 thru 6 

 

Having considered the details we ought now strive to obtain a general view of the 

material we have treated in order to appreciate its inclusion in the Canon of the Old Testament. 

This section contains two chief elements. It shows us two sides of God’s judgments as we 

remember that Daniel’s name means, “My God is judge”. We see in this section God’s judgment 

upon the wicked. And we see this in several ways. The vision of Nebuchadnezzar of the huge 

image being crushed by the stone cut out without hands speaks of this in a prophetic way. It 

speaks of
 
the ultimate judgment upon the ungodly in the day of Christ when all the nations shall 

truly be ground to powder. We see it also in the awful judgment that came upon those who cast 

the three friends into the fiery furnace. They died an awful death. We saw it in the shameful and 

humiliating punishment inflicted upon Nebuchadnezzar when he lived as a beast of the field. 

Again it became plain in the death and destruction of the kingdom of Belshazzar. Finally we saw 

it in the end of the enemies of Daniel with their families as they were cast into the den of lions. 

In all this God was judging for the sake of His people, and the Church in the Captivity and the 

Church of today is assured by these things that God is judge and that He never forgets or 

forsakes His people no matter how dark things may look about us. 

Then too God revealed in this section that He judged His people as righteous in Christ. 

When Daniel’s friends and Daniel refused the polluted meat and drink God approved (judged) 

and rewarded them. In the fiery furnace He spoke His judgment again, and we saw these friends 

in the company of Christ and therefore untouched by the fire. They were safe in and with Him. It 



became plain in Daniel’s marvelous deliverance from the fierce and hungry lions. God spoke His 

word of approval there too. He judged Daniel in Christ and therefore not worthy of death as an 

irreligious man or as an idolater. That twofold judgment upon the wicked and upon those in 

Christ is the one chief dement. 

The other chief element is the procession of unusual events which God caused to occur 

whereby He encouraged His people in these dark days. There was the appointment of Daniel and 

his friends to high places in the kingdom because of the greater wisdom God had given them. 

There was the amazing escape from the fiery furnace. Strange dreams were given to kings and 

interpreted by Daniel. A mighty king was debased to behave as a beast. The handwriting on the 

wall was extremely unusual. And Daniel was miraculously spared from the mouths of the lions. 

Rest assured that God’s people not only heard of all these things but that they also understood 

the Word of God in it that He is their judge and that He judges all these ungodly and will visit 

them in His own time. By all these things He encouraged them in a dark and terrible period of 

their history. And it is written to encourage us too that there is a judge who will punish the 

ungodly and vindicate His people. 

 

Points For Discussion: 

1. The name of this book. Would it have different meaning to say, “God is my judge”? 

What shade of meaning is indicated in the translation, “My God is judge”? 

2. Daniel and Christ. Would you say that Daniel was a type of Christ? What are the 

elements which determine whether one is a type of Christ or not? Apply them to Daniel, 

and would you then say that Daniel was in any way a type of Christ? Do you see the 

cross of Christ anywhere in this section of the book? 
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