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The editorial by brother Al Heemstra, in the April issue of Beacon Lights about the so-

called need for a Hymn-book to round out our singing culture, I cannot let go unchallenged. 

We as living members of the body of Christ must sing, not only because God demands 

such of us but also because it is the desire of our heart to do so, to His praise and His glory. Our 

singing has a tremendous influence, many a false doctrine has taken root and has been further 

sung into the church. We do well to always remember this, for hymns are being introduced in 

almost all churches. 

Now the brother proposes that we should have a Hymn-book; the question arises, can we 

as churches sing hymns in public worship? Is it wrong in this respect to follow the crowd? In 

answer to this, I would say first of all that the singing of hymns as such is not to be condemned 

provided the hymns sung are truly a praise to God. We must be very careful not to introduce 

them in our worship, for there are many so-called hymns today which are nothing less than blas-

phemous to God, in fact, that is true of most hymns today. To sing such songs is of course 

always wrong, not only in public worship but also at home and in school. Against this growing 

evil we should ever be on our guard for it is God dishonoring and a detriment to the spiritual 

welfare of the church. But that hymns may be sung applies only to those which are thoroughly 

sound. They may not give expression to an untruth nor to half of the truth, or even to the whole 

truth and then in a vague and indefinite way so that they allow a two-fold interpretation, as do 

most of the hymns of our day. Instead, they must express the whole truth of God and that also 

very plainly and definitely, so that they leave the impression with no one that God is a “goodie, 

goodie god”, if I may be allowed the expression, or that God is gracious but not righteous, 

merciful but not just. 

Also the one-sided emphasis on what man may do and must do in order to be saved 

without mention of the truth that the sinner can do nothing unless God first performs the wonder 

of His grace upon him is characteristic of most collections of hymns in distinction from the 

beautiful and mighty Psalms. 

I am strongly opposed to hymn singing in public worship. I would never recommend the 

singing of hymns in our Protestant Reformed Churches. For first, it would be very difficult to 

obtain suitable hymns; in spite of the many hymns today there are but few that are really praises 

to God. But even if it were possible to obtain suitable hymns, it would still be dangerous to sing 

them in public worship. For history simply proves that whenever the church commences to sing 

hymns, the Psalms go to the background. After they have a few hymns they want more, and after 

they have more, they want a still greater number till finally the hymns take the place of the 

Psalms entirely. This is seen in many so-called Reformed Churches today. Hymn singing is the 

death-blow to the singing of the Psalms which were sung with joy and delight by the “Reformed” 

in the past and still are dear to the hearts of many today. 

By introducing hymns, we leave the impression that our singing in public worship is a 

small thing, that new songs may be introduced and old ones replaced whenever we desire. The 

result will be that should a greater element in our churches also apostatize, which we may also 

expect as we go further into the latter days, it would be quite easy for that element to gain the 

upper hand and introduce the songs which we today condemn. Therefore, it would be better to 

introduce nothing new, but stay with the beautiful Psalms the people of God have sung all 



through the ages. 

However, to introduce hymns is also unnecessary, for God has provided us with the 

Psalms, and in these Psalms we have a book of adequate songs which are sufficient for any and 

all occasions. True, they often speak the language of the Old Dispensation but when they are 

understood, they provide us with songs of real praise to God for every occasion of joy or of 

sorrow, even though it be Christmas or Easter and on all occasions and circumstances allow us to 

give full expression to what dwells in our heart. 

We are not in need of a Hymn book, for that reason I would say in general that the clamor 

for hymns is a sign of the times. If the psalms are truly adequate, then either of two things must 

be true, those who clamor for hymns are not fully acquainted with and do not understand the 

Psalms or they do understand them but are enemies of their contents. I am convinced that there 

are a few that do not rightly understand the Psalms but that most of those who clamor for hymns 

really hate the beautiful Psalms, because of the truth of God’s word they express. 

During periods of decline and spiritual drowsiness, the Psalms are always pushed to the 

background while hymns come more to the foreground. The reason for this is plain. When the 

church loses its vitality, it becomes superficial. In such times of spiritual drowsiness and laziness 

the church goes after the sensational, the formally beautiful, that which is pleasing to the ear and 

eyes. In this connection, I would also mention the choir, which all tend to spiritual decline. In 

such times, it cannot sing the Psalms for the simple reason that they condemn the church. For 

Psalms also emphasize God’s holiness and righteousness, His justice and majesty. But hymns on 

the other hand, always emphasize God’s love, mercy and grace at the expense of justice. 

Therefore, in conclusion, I would say, let us hold fast to the standard that our Reformed 

fathers have proved. For this one-sided presentation of the matter of salvation which the 

collection of most hymns presents, also predominates in modern, so-called evangelical 

preaching. You see they go hand in hand, and if we should give way to the modem clamor for 

hymns, we may also later expect to do away with our present form of worship, and the beautiful 

confessions we now have and cherish. For they do not harmonize, one contradicts the other. With 

a view to our present Psalter I would say, let us hold fast that which we have in order that no one 

take our crown. Then in the measure that we understand the Psalms and walk in the light, we will 

have no need for a Hymn-book in our churches. 

William Kamps 

* * * * * 

Dear Editor: 

In the Beacon Lights of April you are clamoring for hymns in the church. 

I agree that there are many nice hymns which could be sung in church, but who is going 

to say which hymns may and which hymns may not be sung? This is also a very dangerous 

procedure, because once you start with good hymns then gradually the church will sing others. 

There is no easier way for the powers of darkness to introduce a false doctrine into the church 

than thru the songs, people will sing a song because it has a beautiful tune, regardless how 

wicked the words. 

I think if the church sings songs besides the Psalms, those songs must come out of her 

own bosom. That is where the Psalms came from. There are many passages both in the Old and 

New Testament that could be set to music, think of some cantatas which take their words directly 

from Scripture. 

Why not organize a society and see what we can do? Maybe we can at least give some 

assistance to the committee appointed by Synod for revising the Psalter. 



But let us never forget that the Psalms can never be replaced, they hold a very distinctive 

place in the church worship. Read the article in The Standard Bearer, Volume 20, page 16. 

There are no hymns existing today which can equal the Psalms in voicing the depth of 

spiritual life, the depth of spiritual distress and misery, of penitence before God, of a struggling 

and triumphant faith, of praising and glorifying God. 

Nanning Klaver. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

* * * * * 

Dear Editor: 

We are writing to the Open Forum not to give ideas on how to get a Psalter with Hymns, 

but to show that the Psalter alone is sufficient to fill our spiritual needs and desires. 

We, of the Hope Prot. Ref. School, sing from the Psalter every day and do not feel that 

the Psalms are “stilted” or “limited in scope”. And they certainly reflect the New Testament as 

well as the Old Testament. There are songs about the Ascension, Pentecost, Christmas and 

Easter. We would like to refer you to a few numbers: Ascension—58, 130, 183; Pentecost—141 

and 287. There are also many other songs that speak about Christmas and Easter. 

The Editor says that the Psalmist could not grasp as we can the fullness and the 

beauty our salvation gives us today. Does he mean we can write better songs than could the holy 

men moved by the Holy Spirit? Besides, we read in article 69 of the Church Order: “In the 

churches only the 150 Psalms of David, The Lord’s Prayer, The Songs of Mary, Zacharias, and 

Simeon, The Morning and Evening Hymns, and the Hymns of Prayer shall be sung.’’ 

James Lanning & Isaac Kuiper (9th grade) 

Hope Prot. Ref. Chr. School. 

* * * * * 

Dear Editor, 

I am writing to the “Open Forum” not because I wish to help to give ideas about a “new 

hymn book” but because I believe the Psalter covers every possible phase of our religious 

teachings which the hymn books do not do. 

The Editor stated that the “Psalms are limited in their scope” because they do not cover 

such subjects as Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost, and Christmas. I would like to point out that 

the Psalmist speaks in very concrete language about these things even though it is prophetic. 1 

would like to give some examples of these subjects which are found in the Psalter. Psalter No. 

58: “Ye gates lift your heads, the glad summons obey”. The gates plainly are the gates of the 

grave. There are many more songs about Easter in the Psalter. About the Ascension of Christ 

Psalter No. 303: “The Lord unto His Christ hath said, Sit Thou at My right hand”. About Pen-

tecost Psalter No. 287: “Thy Spirit O Lord makes life to abound;” and Psalter No. 109: “Then O 

my God I come, I come, Thy purpose to fulfill;” is about Christmas. This certainly proves that 

the Psalter covers all these subjects as well as all other subjects concerning redemption and 

salvation. 

The editor also said that the “Holy men of old could not grasp as we can the fullness and the 

beauty—the sense of fulfillment—that salvation gives us.” In other words that we can write 

hymns just as good or better than the holy men of old because we understand things better than 

they. But can we, carnally-minded men, write hymns that would better express these things than 

the Psalms which the holy men of old, inspired by the Holy Spirit, could write? 

David Engelsma (7th grade)  

Hope Prot. Ref. Chr. School. 



* * * * * 

 

Dear Editor: 

I read your editorial in the Beacon Lights about the singing of hymns with the Psalms in 

our Church worship. The boys and girls at our school could not recommend the singing of hymns 

in our churches for there are so few hymns that are doctrinally sound. To find suitable hymns is 

an extremely difficult task. Even if we could find pertain suitable hymns there would be the 

danger that the Psalms would hardly ever be sung. 

The Psalms are not limited in scope but on the contrary deal with every truth taught in the Old 

and New Testament. The Psalms review the whole Old Testation to the captivity. And they 

prophecy concerning the whole New Dispensation: birth of Christ, resurrection, ascension, 

working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, our expression of gratitude, and our trust in God. No 

matter what topic we wish to sing about in school, we can always find a song about it in the 

Psalter. The Psalms always emphasize God’s holiness, righteousness, justice, and. majesty. But 

hymns always emphasize God’s mercy, love, and grace. The Psalms too speak of God’s love, 

mercy and grace, but always and only in Christ and for His own people. When understood 

correctly the Psalms provide us with songs for every occasion and always they allow us to give 

full expression to all the praise that is in our hearts. 

Helen Veenstra (9th grade)  

Hope Prot. Ref. Chr. School. 
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