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Here is an interesting question:  

“Do you think it is right for our ministers to perform the marriage ceremony 

between one of our Young People and one of another denomination, if they are 

aware of the fact that the party will leave our church? If it is a sin to leave the 

church which proclaims the purest gospel, as we believe, how can the minister 

who performs the ceremony call down God’s blessing upon such an union?” 

That poses quite a question for me, and more than you realize. In a way I am prejudiced, 

for I have done it myself several times. 

But that is not the real question. Even if I have done it, and others with me, the question 

still remains: is it right? 

Well, yes, I think it is right to do that. I cannot see how the minister in such a case as you 

outline did wrong, although I do have one very weighty provision. If the minister in question did 

not warn the party or parties involved of the wrong of their way, and married them, and signed 

their papers without so much as one bit of warning, then, yes, then I think he would he 

committing a sin. 

But when the minister has done his duty in warning the young people in season and out 

of season against the errors prevailing in other denominations, and if he has been faithful in his 

duty to inculcate the truth in his young people, and if they then nevertheless plan to marry a so-

called outsider, I cannot see what would be the wrong to perform the marriage ceremony and 

praying God’s blessing on them. The prayer, that last prayer of the minister, surely would have 

as its contents: O God! bring this erring sheep back again to our church! 

However, if you would put the question this way: may one of our ministers marry one of 

his young people to a wicked man or woman, and then pray God’s blessing upon them, then I 

would say: no! But that is entirely different. 

What I always stress in my classes, even those classes that comprise the very young, is 

this: that when we leave our Protestant Reformed Churches, we rob ourselves, and our 

generations to come, of the beauty of our beloved principles, and we give those generations to 

come over unto the errors from which God liberated us in 1924. 

And the result is that the majority listen and obey, but there are always some that leave 

again for the Christian Reformed and other churches, and that hurts. It hurts the parents, the 

minister and the constituency of our beloved churches. 

But to say as our final word: I will not marry you, nor pray for you, is to my mind rather 

cruel and uncalled for. It might also leave the impression of self-righteousness with them: Depart 

from me, for I am holier than thou! 

Finally, I will say this, and I speak from experience: whenever I have done it, I have done 

it with much pain, sorrow and grief. God forgive them, and bring them back! 
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