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Isolationism 

The most startling bit of news with respect to the war policy that our country should 

pursue is, as you all realize, the speech of President Hoover. This speech gave the impetus to the 

men of the Republican Party which have always had the essential paints of the old isolationism. 

Many ideas advanced by this group are thoroughly sound. It is sound, for example, to 

make a plea for balancing the budget. It is also sound to require that the allies which we wish to 

defend promise to defend themselves first of all. 

Nevertheless the principle which is the motive of both sides of the debate, between 

isolationism and globalism, is self-preservation. It is evident, it seems to me that if we abandon 

all that former president Hoover advocated, that is, virtually nine tenths of the world land mass 

with the majority of the peoples of the world, we are no longer free in this world, in the sense 

that we desire to be free. 

That self-preservation, must be viewed too as men often interpret it. Men mean by self-

preservation self-assertion, in the practical application of it. 

Considering the situation of the world and the solutions that are offered by men for the 

preservation of a society which is divided by selfishness, we as Christians know the answer. The 

defendants of global strategy may be more mistaken than the isolationists in this that they will be 

defeated sooner, because their policy does not take into consideration the facts. Notice, I say may 

be. No one but the expert is able to possess all the military facts. The disappointing thing is that 

the experts differ. It also may be that we become the rulers of the world for a very short time 

through our global strategy. Just at this moment I can also see the possibility of our becoming 

rulers of the world if we adopt for a time isolationism. That is, that we wait until Communism 

has shown its evil force to the peoples of the world and in their desperation they finally turn to us 

who would have become more able to enter in after having had time to prepare ourselves. 

Nevertheless, the Christian knows the answer, a world divided against itself and 

separated from God cannot long endure. 

 

The Error of the Fatal Flaw 

That is the heading of the article in Time magazine about Dean Acheson, the much 

criticized Secretary of State. He is described as a very able Secretary of State, as intellectual, and 

considered abroad as, “the best the United States has had in modern times.” Nevertheless, the 

Time magazine analyzes his mistakes. 

Dean Rusk, Assistant Secretary, is quoted as saying, “There are probably some major 

problems of international relations that are beyond human capacity to think through. There are 

hundreds of major premesis pulling in all directions. . . .the policy is constantly haunted by the 

error of the fatal flaw.” 

It reminds me of that other “fatal flaw” of mankind, to put trust in men who are bound to 

make the error of the fatal flaw. 
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