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‘The Protestant Reformed Churches believe that, in obedience to the command of 

Christ, the King of the church, to preach the blessed gospel to all creatures, 

baptizing, and teaching them to observe all things which Christ has commanded, 

it is the explicit duty and sacred privilege of said churches to carry out this calling 

according to the measure of our God-given ability.’ 

‘We believe that this missionary activity includes the work of church extension, 

and church reformation, as well as the task of carrying out the Gospel to the 

unchurched and heathen. However, we are convinced that our present duty lies 

primarily in the field of church extension and church reformation.’ 

The above quotations, comprising the preamble to the Constitution of our Protestant 

Reformed Mission Committee, must necessarily be the starting point for any evaluation one 

might make of our present missionary program and our denominational extension program. If we 

concede the words ‘our present duty’ to include the foreseeable future, we have then a specific 

mandate to guide the activities of our churches in this connection. 

Since its inception, our Mission Committee, our missionaries and our churches generally 

have carried on this type of program and we have given it sound support. It was this mandate that 

led our Mission Committee to take up the work among the Liberated, to commence preaching 

and teaching with men and with means. The result of this faithful labor was the organization of 

two new Protestant Reformed Churches there, each one consisting of a large number of believers 

who desired an ecclesiastical home and the fellowship of other Protestant Reformed Churches, 

which we gladly extended to them. This fruit of our missionary labor gave us much to be happy 

for and to thank and praise God. But this once bright picture has darkened. 

* * * * * 

Just recently the Hamilton congregation suspended its pastor, the Reverend Herman 

Veldman, a faithful ambassador of Christ, who has always served our churches with zeal and 

consecration, who is today one of the most capable exegetes we have in our circles and who is a 

thoroughly sound and sincere Reformed preacher. Dear readers, is there still anyone of us who 

dares to ask where there exists any threat or danger to our churches? 

This most regrettable act on the part of Hamilton’s consistory in depriving Reverend 

Veldman of his pulpit has lucidly proven the dire need for the Declaration of Principles by which 

we must be guided in our labors among those who do not embrace the distinctive truth we 

treasure. It is plain, is it not, that our Mission Committee lacked an adequate measure by which 

to determine the advisability of proceeding to church organization when the request to do so was 

treated? In my heart I am convinced that had the Declaration of Principles existed earlier, this 

most recent Hamilton episode would never have occurred, the very probable reason being that 

Hamilton would not as yet be in our communion of churches. In all likelihood, our missionaries 

would still be there laboring among them, patiently propounding our truth to any immigrant or 

group of immigrants who indicated receptivity to our doctrine and a favorable, interested 

disposition towards our churches. 

Upon its adoption, the Declaration will be a further means—a real help—to our Mission 

Committee, our Committee for Correspondence and to anyone else who wishes to readily see 

and adequately comprehend the manner in which we are distinctive and  just how it is that we 



have arrived at the firm and unshakable conviction that we do possess the pure truth of the Word 

of God. Rather than hinder our association and correspondence with the Liberated element of the 

Reformed Churches as we labor among them, under the mandate of the preamble and the 

command of Christ, the Declaration of Principles will implement the work and assist us in the 

reforming and extending aspects of our mission program. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 11 No 5 February 1951  


