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LESSON XIX 

From Sackcloth to Royal Purple 

Esther 6 

 

For a reason not stated in the text King Ahasuerus could not sleep the night of the day 

upon which Haman had come to the conclusion that there was but one thing for him to do, 

namely, to ask the king for permission to hang Mordecai upon the gallows which he had built. 

Whatever the reason might have been, on surely can see the hand of God in this. It pleased Him 

to have Mordecai’s life spared. For this man has yet things which he must perform that God’s 

counsel may be realized. 

Not being able to sleep he commands a servant to obtain the records of his kingdom and 

to read it before him. Through the reading of these records the fact that Mordecai had never been 

rewarded for having saved the life of the king is revealed. The king decided that something 

should be done about this and that it be done immediately. He instructs his servant to call in 

whoever is in the outer court waiting for an audience with the king so that he may reward 

Mordecai. Haman has come into the outer court early in the morning to request the death of 

Mordecai. What a shock awaits him! 

When the king asks Haman what in his opinion would be an appropriate way to deal with 

the man whom the king delights to honor, Haman, especially because he only had been invited 

with the king to the queen’s banquet, thinks that the king surely can have no one else in mind. 

And consequently he suggests a fantastic array of honor and glory. He suggests that this 

individual wear a piece of clothing the king has worn (which was an unheard of privilege, and 

honor amongst the Persians) that he ride on the king’s horse and wear the king’s crown. And 

now he is told to go and do all these things to Mordecai! 

The king now knows that Mordecai is a Jew and that he is at the king’s gate. His servants 

must have told him. And it surely seems also that he begins to, smell something of the plot of 

Haman. Hainan had put the Jews in an awful light, and here this Jew Mordecai had saved his 

life! 

In terrible anguish of soul Haman proceeds to do as the king commands him, and he who 

planned Mordecai’s death because he would not bow and show reverence to the king’s right 

hand man now leads this man whom he detests through the streets of Shushan in the highest 

conceivable glory which a man could enjoy next to the king! When it is all over Mordecai 

returns to the king’s gate, note that it is not before the king’s gate but to the king’s gate. His 

sackcloth and ashes are not put on again. He has hope. But Haman goes home with a cloth of 

mourning upon his head. 

 

Points For Discussion: 

1. The king’s sleepless night. Can you suggest a reason for this sleepless night? Would 

you conclude that he feared another attempt at his life since he called to have the records 

read? Did the fact that he knew that Esther was troubled since she did not tell him her 

request at the banquet? Or do you think that the fact that he had allowed Haman to make 

a law began to trouble him? Why do you take the stand you take? 



2. The significance of this event. Could we not read this book without this chapter just 

as well? Why do you suppose Mordecai’s life must be spared? Could Esther not have 

continued the deliverance without him? Or do you think that the fact that Mordecai is a 

Jew and that the king finds it out in this way determined the course of following events? 

Does, God speak here to Mordecai, and does He by this turn of events testify to Mordecai 

that there indeed will come deliverance for Israel from some other place? Is that perhaps 

the special message in this chapter that God would have us see and learn? 

3. Mordecai’s acceptance of this honor. Contrast Mordecai’s apparent joy and 

satisfaction at this “parade” with the crying of the true church in Babylon that hung its 

harp upon the willows. Would you expect a man who is in sackcloth because he mourns 

for God’s Church to be so ready to seek glory and pleasure for his flesh? Or would you 

try to excuse Mordecai and reason that he saw God’s hand in all this and that God was 

giving a sign of His protection and of His intent to save Israel? 

 

LESSON XX. 

Esther Pleads For Her People 

Esther 7:l-8:2 

 

Things occurred faster than Haman could cope with them. He had been greatly 

humiliated and had gone home to be comforted. Instead of comfort he finds great fears expressed 

and dreadful talk of his certain doom. But he is not given much time even to contemplate these 

things. A messenger appears, to remind him that he must come to the banquet feast of Esther. It 

is without a doubt with heavy step that he goes to the banquet. The king had honored a Jew, one 

of the many he had planned to slay. And the king had found this Jew to be a very loyal citizen. 

He might well have had a suspicion in his soul that the king knew more than he actually did 

know. He might even have become suspicious of these two banquets of Esther even though he 

did not know that she was a Jewess. 

At the banquet Esther exposes him as one who plots her life and the life of her people. 

Hearing this, the king is furious. In the first place, after a sleepless night, he was in not too 

pleasant a frame of mind. Then no doubt he was fed by the wine he had already consumed. And 

when now, just having been reminded of a plot to take his life, he is told of a more recent plot to 

kill his beautiful wife, this is more than he can stand. In a fury he leaves the table to go out into 

the garden to control himself, so great was his fury. And as for Haman, his position is pathetic 

and tragic! We cannot help but believe that Mordecai had engineered this dramatic moment. It 

was his way of getting revenge upon Haman. Haman, realizing that the fury of the king’s wrath 

rules out any hope of a light punishment, turns to the reclining couch upon which Esther is and 

pleads for his life. The king returns and seeing Haman before Esther misunderstands his 

actions—judging Haman by what he would have done himself— and pronounces an immediate 

death sentence upon him. 

One of the chamberlains who had no love for Haman suggests the gallows which Hainan 

had built for Mordecai, and Haman dies on the gallows he had intended for his enemy. What is 

more, all Haman’s possessions became Mordecai’s and Esther’s. And so in one day the tables 

have been completely turned. Mordecai is lifted from the ashes to the place of honor next to the 

king. And Haman who had occupied this place is no more in the land of the living but has died as 

a criminal. 

 



Points For Discussion: 

1. Esther’s behavior, (a) Esther certainly leaves the impression upon the king that 

Haman is directly after her life with the knowledge that she is a Jewess. Was this an 

honest thing to do? And could Haman not claim (if he had been given a court trial) that 

Esther was to blame for hiding her nationality these five years? Subsequent history in this 

book shows that the king is moved only for Esther’s life and at this time made no pro-

vision at all and had no concern for the rest of the Jews. He does nothing for them until 

Esther makes another plea. Seeing then that Haman’s punishment is meted out for his 

actions as they involve Esther, did he not deserve a trial to determine whether he plotted 

all this with a view to destroying the queen? (b) When the king misunderstood Haman’s 

actions before the queen, as we note in verse 8, did Esther do right in keeping silent and 

by not defending him in this thing of which he was not guilty? How do you explain her 

silence? 

2. Haman’s punishment. Was his penalty just? Does Scripture which demands the death 

penalty for the murderer also demand it for those who have only plotted it and have not 

executed their evil intention? Only after Haman is killed is the wrath of the king pacified. 

Does this not suggest that he was moved by his wrath rather than by his sense of justice? 

When a man is executed for his crime, is it a just thing to take his goods from his family 

which is left behind? Is that or is it not a cruel thing? 

3. Haman’s gallows. Why did Haman plot Mordecai’s death by means of a gallows? 

Why was this gallows so high? Seventy five feet above the ground! Does the place where 

it stood in any way add to the humility which Haman suffered? 

 

LESSON XXI. 

Mordecai’s Plan For Escape 

Esther 8:3-9:19 

 

The laws of the Medes and the Persians might not be altered. And therefore the lives of 

the Jews and even of Esther and Mordecai were still in danger. For the king might not call off 

this day which had been declared to be the day when all the Jews in his realm must be executed. 

It became necessary for Esther to appear once more before the king with her request for the lives 

of her people. She is deeply concerned and prostrates herself at his feet and with tears pleads for 

her people. 

The king knows of no way out of this situation, but he does know of one man whom he 

considers not only the most interested in this case but also one who will therefore do his utmost 

to make this law of none effect without its repeal. That man is Mordecai the Jew. The king has 

learned to appreciate the sly, crafty and resourceful nature of this Jew. After the king’s scribes 

are called in Mordecai gives to them a new law which is to be sent through all the one hundred 

and twenty seven provinces. This law is a command to the Jews that they gather together on the 

day which had been decreed as the day of their execution and that they fight for their life. 

Included in the law was also the provision that they have the right to take the spoil of those 

whom they slew for a prey. Thus although the former law of the king was not repealed and could 

not be repealed, a new law is made which discourages the execution of the former law. The new 

law makes it very dangerous for those who try to heed the former law. 

The result is that when the day came upon which the Jews were to have been slain and 

exterminated there is such great fear that many who would have gladly slain the Jews refrained 



from doing so. Indeed some seventy five thousand, eight hundred were slain because they 

assaulted the Jews. But this is less than an average of 600 in each of the 127 provinces and a far 

smaller number than would have died of the Jews had not this second law been made. Without a 

doubt men feared what Mordecai might do to them since he was next to the king. 

The Jews had gladness and rejoicing. The dreadful sword that had been hanging over 

their heads was now gone! And Haman’s ten sons are also slain so that they need not fear any 

further attempt in the future to do the thing Haman had so intensely desired. 

 

Points For Discussion: 

1.  The gladness of the Jews. We take this first—because it is the most important point to 

discuss. Let us not forget that this turn of events recorded in this chapter means that the 

Church of God is safe! God has preserved the seed of Abraham, the Covenant seed and 

kept the way open for the birth of the Saviour. God’s promises still stand sure! And 

without a doubt there were thousands of the Jews whose rejoicing centered about this 

fact. We have several questions in connection with this. (a) The Church is now glad, does 

that mean that in the dark days the Church could not be glad and was failing to exercise 

its faith in the certainty of God’s promises? Apply I Peter 1:6 to this incident, (b) Was 

this a proper way for the Church to celebrate, or was it putting the material above the 

spiritual? What about our feastings on Christmas and on Thanksgiving Day? Would you 

defend these practices or condemn them and upon what grounds would you do this? Do 

you see any danger in these practices? (c) The Church finds itself today in somewhat the 

same predicament. In some lands these believers are already being put to death because 

they are a “different people”. What should our attitude be? How can we grow in the 

confidence that God’s promises will yet be fulfilled? Should we follow Mordecai’s ways 

and seek deliverance through politics and force? 

2.  The right granted the Jews. In connection with the last question above, did the Jews 

have to be given the right to fight for their lives, or does every man have that right even 

when the government unjustly demands his death? May we kill to defend our own life? Is 

that denied us in Luke 6:29? Or does the Old Testament Church have this right while it is 

under the shadows while the New Testament Church has not the right? 

 

LESSON XXII. 

The Feast of Purim Instituted 

Esther 9:20-10:3 

 

The marvelous escape of the Jews from the extermination that Haman had planned for 

them is in the eyes of Mordecai worthy of a yearly celebration. And so, as the ruler who is next 

to the king, he gives a decree to the Jews that they celebrate on the fourteenth and fifteenth of the 

month Adar of every year this victory over the enemies of the Jews. The feast is called the Feast 

of Purim. It derives its name from the fact that Human had lots (purim—which means lots, the 

singular being pur, even as cherubim is plural for cherub) cast to determine the best day for the 

execution of the Jews. 

Let it be noted, however, that this is a purely nationalistic holiday and that it is not at all a 

feast of the Church, we may be sure that God does not approve of this celebration. Not once do 

we read of this man-instituted feast in the Scriptures outside of this book of Esther. It did not 

come from God. Nor did it even arise in the heart of the church as the Spirit led the Church to 



rejoice in the works of God’s hands and to seek to praise Him for His protection and grace. We 

read that Mordecai sought the “good of his people” and spoke “peace to all his seed.” Though the 

original says that he sought the “good” of his people, we believe that the translator correctly 

grasped the import of this word and was not wrong when he wrote that Mordecai sought the 

“wealth” of his people. It was earthly good which he sought for Israel, seeking to have them 

enjoy the pleasures of Egypt in Shushan, seeking to keep them here and to make life pleasant for 

them here, rather than urging them to return to the Temple and to God. And significantly enough, 

nowhere is there in this book and confession of the sin of despising God’s promises by remaining 

here in heathendom. Nowhere is there any consciousness revealed that Israel deserved such a 

threat upon its life because so many of its citizens were carnally minded and had no concern for 

Jerusalem’s walls and the temple’s ruin. 

This brings us to the few concluding remarks about this book which are necessary. There 

are, as is plain from all we considered, three main thoughts which this book serves to emphasize 

upon the mind of God’s people. The first is this that God will fulfill all His promises in Christ. 

Today there are sinister plots to destroy the Church, and all through the ages the devil has been 

using men (and women) to attempt to make the fulfillment of God’s promises impossible. In the 

Old Testament times, according to Rev. 12 his efforts centered around the attempt to prevent 

Christ’s birth. After He was born, he sought His death before He could die the accursed death of 

the cross. Today he seeks to destroy the faith of the Church so that the promises of God are not 

realized to the individual elect. In this book it was plainly an attempt to prevent the birth of 

Christ and with it, of necessity, the salvation of the entire Church. Could he have prevented that, 

then all the saints already in heaven would have to be cast out on that 13th day of the month 

Adar in the 12th year of this king’s reign. The end of the world would have come there! 

Therefore, the main thought of this book is that God surely will allow no one and nothing to 

prevent Him from realizing ALL His promises. The main thought is this: His mercy doth endure, 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

The second main thought is this that in His sovereignty God will use men for the good of 

His Church whether they know it or not and whether they like it or not. Esther and Mordecai had 

no interest in the Church, simply in the nation of Israel. Ahasuerus loved Esther for her beauty 

and Mordecai he exalted for Esther’s sake and because he had spared the king’s life at one time. 

But all three were used to save the Covenant seed. 

Another main thought is that God’s ways are not our ways and that we must and may 

leave the execution of His, counsel entirely up to Him. Jerusalem was so far away from Shushan 

and knew nothing of what was going on in this far off land until the decree arrived proclaiming 

the death sentence for all the seed of Abraham. And also unbeknown to these Israelites who 

loved God, and undoubtedly prayed without ceasing unto Him, these events were transpiring in 

rapid succession whereby God wrought deliverance by using those who themselves would have 

been offended in Christ who did nothing to deliver Israel from the bondage of Rome. In fact He 

uses Esther and Mordecai whose material, ambition are to become Queen and Prime Minister of 

a heathen kingdom to realize the Kingdom of Christ. 

Space for points for discussion fails. We suggest that you search through the Scriptures 

for other instances where the devil in one way or another seeks to destroy the Church and God 

overthrows his, deeds through men, both believers and unbelievers. See how many you can find 

and how often the devil assaulted the Church and was defeated. You can begin, of course, with 

Cain slaying Abel. Why can you begin here? And then, if time permits, consider the meaning of 

this book for us in these days when World and False Church seek to destroy us. 



 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 11 No 5 February 1951  


