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In our former instalment in this department (see January issue of Beacon Lights) we 

listened in to a controversial discussion, between two ministers in a mid-western town, on the 

subject of “temperance” and “temperance-preaching”. The one minister we have called the Rev. 

Fundamentalist, the other the Rev. Reformed-Calvinist. The Rev. F. is very much in favor of 

abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. Fact is, that he would advocate the drinking of grape 

juice at the Lord’s Table. However, the Rev. Ref.-C. does not agree. To him every creature of 

God is good and nothing is to be rejected while it is received with thanksgiving, for it is 

sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. 

Now this matter had become a real issue in this little mid-western town. The issue had 

come to the fore due to the anticipated coming of a preacher-lecturer on the subject of the “Evil 

of Intoxicating Liquor”. As was to be expected, there were fundamental considerations of the 

faith, as it is in Christ Jesus, that entered into the discussions between all of the ministers who 

did any thinking on the subject. 

But let us listen in to the discussion between the two ministers. 

The Reformed-Calvinist is speaking. He is very basically opposed to the “temperance- 

preaching” as this is commonly done on many a pulpit in the name of Christ, and as this will be 

done by the speaker, who will visit the town. For the Rev. Ref.-C. does not believe that the 

Scripture teaches that the use of wine as such is wrong, is sinful. He believes that only the sinful 

use of wine is sinful. And he is quite certain that the determining of what would be the sinful use 

of wine must not be gauged by the amount that one drinks; although he hastens to add that the 

godly use of wine will be temperate in a godly manner, and from high and lofty considerations. 

But, he repeats, that the standard that determines the proper and good use of wine is not the 

amount. One may drink only a sip of wine and do so sinfully. On the other hand one may drink 

wine, without being given to much wine, and still drink more than a sip and use it in a godly 

way. It is his conviction that the starting point in determining what is the good and proper use 

of drinking strong drink is the rule: all that is not out of faith is sin! For good works in the 

Christian are those, which proceed out of a true faith, are performed according to God’s law, 

and are done unto God’s glory. 

“But” asks Rev. Fundamentalist, “does also the use of drinking of wine fall under that 

rule”? 

The Rev. Ref.-C. is of the conviction that wine is a good creature of God, and that it must 

be received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. And he is 

further convinced, that all the ill-use of a thing is no argument against the proper use of it. And, 

therefore, he maintains that a Christian is in duty bound to use also the gift of wine in the service 

of God. Not to be able to thus use it is not an indication of strength, but that it is indeed an 

indication of spiritual weakness. It is the weakness of the conscience due to the repeated 

manifestation of the weakness of the flesh. 

The Rev. Fundamentalist cannot deny this. He admits that wine is a good creature of 

God, just as water and food is, that Jesus changed water into wine at the wedding-feast at Cana. 

But he says: “Look at all the wrecked homes and lives” due to the use of strong drink. Is it not a 

proof that it is better to be a teetotaler? He would prefer to be on the safe side. And he repeats 

once more: that it is more Christian to be a teetotaler than to be one whose life is wrecked by 



strong drink! 

It is here that the ire of the Reformed-Calvinist rises. Says he: “Rev. Fundamentalist, I 

wish to state here most unequivocally that it is not more Christian to be a total abstainer than to 

be one who indulges freely if neither one lives out of the faith in Christ Jesus. The one uses it 

sinfully and the other does not use it—only he does so sinfully in unbelief! Neither one of these 

walks on the “safe side”, but both walk under the wrath of God, refusing to take refuge by faith 

in Jesus. And both perish in their sin of unbelief of teetotalism and of over-indulgence! Let us 

not be deceived. Evil communications corrupt good manners. The Life of faith is not simply a 

walking on the “safe side”, a certain speculation between two consequences, choosing the lesser 

of the two evils. But faith is walking as seeing the Unseen, even in the question of the proper use 

of His good creature. And the walk of faith is “safe”, only it is not simply the safe side of the 

question, but it is a walking squarely in the middle of the road, of the ways of the elect, in the 

ways of God’s precepts and commandments. For, in Scripture, temperance is not the self-control 

of the slave of sin, but it is the self-control of the free-man in Christ Jesus. It is self-control that 

walks in liberty and thus does not walk in the license of sin. This self-control is such that a man 

possesses his soul in patience, and therefore is not given to much wine.” 

Such is the truth of the Gospel according to Rev. Reformed-Calvinist. 

And he insists that we shall have to obey this Gospel in the spirit of prayer. Then we shall 

not be as those with whom wine mocks (Prov. 20:1) but as those who have joy in Christ in their 

hearts through the Holy Spirit unto God the Father, who is the Maker and Giver of every good 

and perfect gift, including wine. For God giveth wine to make glad the heart of man. 

 This latter is the temperance of Scripture. It is the temperance, the self-control of faith, 

which is energized by the love of God.  

Now to this the Rev. Fundamentalist cannot find any Scriptural objection. Fact is, that he 

admits never having heard the matter presented in this light. However, he had one more question: 

what is then the sinfulness of the use of wine? 

To this Rev. Ref.-C. replies: “Sin is in the heart and not at all in the things. All 

unbelieving living is sinful—is sinful! All unbelieving use of the creature is sinful! All 

temperance activity that is not out of faith is sinful. And the teaching of such temperance is 

simply unbelieving philosophy, merely human inventions and not according to the Word of God. 

Such preaching places an obstruction in the road of the godly to really be some first-fruits of 

God’s creation in every instance of life.” And he includes by saying: “And, therefore, 

I shall not allow this temperance-preacher, this globe-trotting teetotaler to lecture to my flock!”  
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