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Recently I received the following letter. I said: recently, and I think you ought to put 

some rubber in it, for it is dated November 20, 1950. Moreover, I do not know when this letter 

and its answer will be published, since I am writing for four Beacon Lights issues ahead. 

But here is the letter: 

Dear Schuiler: 

Do you think it wrong to have a Christmas tree in a Protestant Reformed home? 

And also what do you think of church societies having a decorated tree in the 

church basement for their society parties? 

A Reader. 

Answering, I would say: Do not make too much of the censuring of Christmas, trees! I 

think that it belongs to the indifferent things. Its origin lies way back in antiquity, and I doubt if 

the mere presence of a Christmas tree in our homes will tend to idolatry, as some seem to fear. 

You see, dear sister, if we as parents teach our children the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ from 

their very youth, our children will take that tree in their stride, that is, they will look upon it and 

the glittering lights as a toy, and nothing more. I do not think, in fact, I am rather sure that not 

one child among us will use that tree as the old Germanic peoples used it. 

The question at Christmas time is not: is there a Christmas tree in the house? But rather 

this: is the Christ of the Holy Scriptures in the house? Are the children at home with Christ and 

His speech? Do we as parents live that Babe of Bethlehem? If you do, and I do not doubt it, then 

I do not think that the glittering lights of the tree will disturb our children in the listening to the 

beautiful story of Mary and the Babe at Bethlehem. 

Whether I would like to see a Christmas tree in the church parlors, is a different question. 

To tell you the truth, I have never heard of this in our circles. And I am against it. The tree in the 

home is a custom that is prevalent on every side, but to bring it in the church is different. All the 

things we have at home and which we do at home cannot be done at church. I would say that the 

more exclusively we stick to one fundamental rule in this instance, the more we will answer 

God’s will; and the rule is: have the Bible in the church, period. In church everything must 

remind us of the new Kingdom where God is all and in all. Note this: it is God’s day; God’s 

Word; God’s Spirit; God’s people; God’s house; God’s songs. The less we have there that 

reminds us of the earth and of the flesh, the better. There we are reminded of the heavenly 

heaven and of the heavenly earth. 

At home the pather familias stretches himself in his easy chair; he reaches for his pipe 

and smokes with pleasure. Note the different atmosphere and action you have in church. 

So I would be lenient with those who have the lighted Christmas tree, but I would never 

like to see the thing in church. 

* * * * * 

The following communication came to me quite recently. It is signed by three daughters 

of the church where we have our name and place, but we do not publish the names as a rule. 

Here is the letter: 

Dear Schuiler: 

We find this notation in the program notes of the Calvin College Oratorio Society 

when they present Handel’s “Messiah”. . . . “The following year it was performed 



under the composer’s direction in London. The audience was deeply affected, and 

at the “Hallelujah Chorus” the King rose to his feet, the court following his ex-

ample, and this evidence of devotion and respect has remained the rule at all 

subsequent performances.” And again, “The height of adoration and prayer is 

reached in the singing of the “Hallelujah Chorus”. Therefore a reverent silence of 

a few minutes will conclude the program.” 

At a recent program we attended, the “Hallelujah Chorus” was presented at the 

close of the program. To our embarrassment, everyone remained seated. Is there 

any valid reason, Biblical or otherwise, that our audiences should remain seated. 

Are they unforgivably uninformed or is it a lack of culture? Certainly there could 

be no better benediction than to sing the magnificent “Hallelujah! for the Lord 

God Omnipotent reigneth forever and ever! Amen!” This is the most glorious 

confession and the great comfort for all Christians. It would be more proper to 

stand reverently with heads bowed than to button up coats, wake up sleepy 

children, and generally prepare to leave. Certainly no one would think of doing 

this while the minister pronounces the benediction at the end of a church service. 

Three Readers. 

And here is the answer: 

Well, it seems as though any answer at all comes a bit late, for my young friends have 

already answered their own question. And I might add: in no uncertain fashion. They sound a bit 

disgusted with the actions of the audience in question. 

First, I agree with my friends that it is good form to stand at occasions such as the one 

mentioned. I think so, not so much because of my ample acquisition of proper culture, as because 

I think that such standing by the audience is beautiful symbolism. The hosts of the angels and of 

the saints are portrayed standing before the throne of God. Only One is sitting and that is God! 

Second, this should be done not because of culture. You would find much culture in the 

world which is worth nothing, were you to attend the gala gatherings of the worldlings. Even 

when the world hears the “Hallelujah Chorus”, and when they stand with heads bowed, it means 

nothing, but it is even abomination in the sight of God. No, but the motive should be reverence 

and adoration of God. If such is the motive, by all means, stand! 

Third, be not too impatient with those who do not stand. Much of this is due to national 

idiosyncrasies. In the course of our Americanization we have had much trouble with this 

standing or sitting. In Holland, the so-called “cultured” and the “un-cultured” sit, period. And 

they have sat for centuries. And to try to raise them to a standing position when we sing our 

psalms in church for instance, is not easy. To stand, here in America, while the psalter is sung, is 

to many of them that are born and raised in Holland, a reflection on the sanctity of their Holland 

psalm-singing which was always done in a sitting position. Custom, my young friends, is a 

powerful thing. Do you know that at the time of our Lord’s sojourn it was the custom to preach 

sitting down? And that our Lord did this very think in the synagogue at Nazareth? 

And therefore, although I agree with your main contention, I would caution you to 

condemn those that sit. I believe that we will have more success with patient education than with 

hasty condemnation. 

And: remember that custom and tradition are mighty strong powers among the children 

of men. 
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