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Dear Editor of the Question Box Department: 

I would like to ask you a few things about that beautiful and rich passage of Scripture, 

namely, John 10, where our Lord appears under the figure of The Good Shepherd. To 

what do you understand the “sheepfold” of verse 1 to refer? If that is understood to be 

“the Kingdom of Heaven”, how must we explain that “thieves and robbers climb in 

some other way than the door” (vs. 1)? And also the statement that Christ “leadeth 

His own sheep out” (vs. 3). And then, vs. 4: where does Christ lead these sheep? Will 

you give an explanation that answers these questions? 

 

REPLY: 

Rightly does my correspondent characterize John 10 as a Scripture passage beautiful and 

rich in meaning. For it is that. Gladly therefore do I address myself to the task of answering his 

questions on this passage by explaining it, that is, the part on which the questions have bearing. 

This part (vss. 1-6) reads: 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 

climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and robber. But he that entereth in by the door is 

the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calleth 

his own sheep by name and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 

before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And the strange” they will not 

follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.” A right understanding 

of this parable can be had only if it be viewed in connection with the reaction of the Pharisees to 

the preceding miracle. Jesus had restored to sight a man that was born blind. It was one of those 

many works that bore witness of Jesus, constituted the indisputable evidence that, despite his 

lack of form and comeliness—He was born in a stable, Joseph his supposed father, was a poor 

carpenter. His hometown was the despised Nazareth—He was nevertheless the Christ, the Son of 

God in the flesh, the Lamb of God who by His suffering and death on the cross taketh away the 

sin of the world, and by reason thereof is the sanctification, justification, and redemption of His 

people. Still the unbelieving Jews insisted to the end that He was holding them in suspense by 

not telling them whether He was the Christ (vs. 24 of chap. 10). Jesus’ reply was that He told 

them by the works that He did in the Father’s name—works bearing witness of Him— but that 

they believed not because they were not of His sheep (10:25). These unbelievers included also 

many and perhaps most of the leaders in Israel—the Scribes and the Pharisees and the priests. 

They were offended by the miracle that had just been performed; and in their fierce antagonism 

to the person of Christ they excommunicated out of the church the man whom Christ had 

restored to sight. Thereby they exposed themselves for what they were—false shepherds in the 

sheepfold of Christ. 

It was in reply to the wicked reaction of Scribes and Pharisees that Christ spake the 

parable with which we are now occupied. 

The sheepfold was an uncovered space surrounded by a low wall and affording protection 

to the flock at night. Symbolized is the church as an organized institution—the theocracy in the 

Old and every local congregation in the New Dispensation—as including both the carnal and the 

spiritual seed; the false sheep (the goats rather, Matthew 25:32) and Christ’s own sheep. The 



door is: 1) the true Gospel of Christ; 2) faith in, the Gospel; 3) the Christ set forth by the Gospel. 

Characteristic of the false pastors and teachers through the ages is that they do not believe 

in Christ—the door—and by Him come to the Father. Accordingly, they do not enter the fold by 

the door; that is, enter upon their office by faith in Christ and His Gospel and as vowing to 

proclaim it in all its purity. Being heretics at heart and aiming to fleece the flock of God, they 

climb up some other way in order to get over the wall and over the hedge. Their climbing 

denotes the method by which they gain the office and entrench themselves in places of power 

and influence in the church. They ingratiate themselves with the carnal seed by their corruptions 

of the Gospel. They tickle the itching ears of this seed by their fables. It is, of course, in the 

apostate communion of churches, where the true sheep form but an insignificant minority, that 

the attempts of the false pastor’s to climb over the wall into the fold meets with easiest success. 

Christ calls them thieves, and robbers, who come to steal, kill, and destroy. 

Characteristic of the shepherd of the flock is that he enters in by the door. He cometh to 

the Father by Christ. Accordingly, he enters upon the office of pastor and teacher by faith in 

Christ’s Gospel and as vowing with his mouth and all his heart to proclaim it. This shepherd is 

Christ and secondarily the true prophets by whose agency He proclaims His Gospel through the 

ages. He only has a shepherd’s heart and will prove Himself a shepherd. “To him the porter 

openeth”. The porter watches in the night-time within the fold, and in the morning thrust aside 

the bolt for the shepherd when he announces himself. Some interpret it as referring to God, or to 

the Holy Spirit. But it is better to take it simply as completing the picture of the lawful entering 

in. 

“The sheep hear the voice of the flock,” mark you, “the sheep” in contradistinction to the 

carnal seed. Reference is to God’s elect and regenerated people. They hear the voice of the 

Shepherd with the ear of redeeming faith. What they hear is the true Gospel as proclaimed 

through the ages by the faithful shepherds and as preached by Christ in the hearts of His people, 

the Shepherd of the flock. “He calleth His own sheep by name.” They have a name collectively 

such as “believer, pure of heart, broken of heart, weary and heavy laden, peacemaker.” Besides, 

each individual sheep receives a “white stone, and in the stone a new name written,” —

expressive of its own gift and function as a member of the flock of God—“and which no man 

knoweth saving he that receiveth it”. And to these names the sheep collectively and individually 

joyfully respond. For they are Christ’s own sheep given him of the Father before the foundation 

of the world. “And he leadeth them out,” that is, His own sheep in contradistinction to the others, 

who know not His voice because they are not of His sheep. “And when he putteth forth his own 

sheep. . .” “Putteth forth”,—Greek ekballein to lead one forth or away somewhere with a 

force which he cannot resist. Christ puts forth His sheep. He calls them by His Spirit and His 

Word irresistibly. 

(The other meaning of “ekballein”— to cast out; to drive out by force—is not in 

harmony with the rest of the features of the parable). 

Christ puts forth His sheep 1) out of the Old Testament theocracy—the reprobated 

Jerusalem that killeth the prophets and crucified the Christ; 2) in general, out of the false church 

of all ages. And He goeth before His sheep, drawing them to Himself by the power of His cross. 

And the result is that they follow Him into the green pastures of His Word onward and upward to 

their everlasting destiny—the house of the Father. For they know His voice, being as they are, 

His sheep. 

“But a stranger”—the false pastors— “they will not follow, but will flee from him: for 

they know not the voice of the strangers,” meaning that they hate their voice, their corruptions of 



the Gospel, their fictions and fables. The sheep— Christ’s own sheep—raise their own voice in 

protest against the heresies of the false pastors; and if that gets them no results, they forsake 

them—the strangers and their ministry and choose them consecrated pastors. So behave Christ’s 

own sheep. 

Herewith, I believe, I have answered all my correspondent’s questions on this passage. 
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