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In our last editorial we expressed the considered opinion that we personally viewed with 

alarm the apparent disinclination of many of our people to seriously concern themselves with the 

issues now under discussion by our leaders. We made an appeal for sound and sane thinking, for 

a serious approach, and a forthright treatment of each important aspect of the various questions 

involved. We humbly urged this approach upon everyone, including our ministers, and expressed 

the desire for contributions from our readers in this connection. We refer you to the Open 

Forum for the two replies we have received up to this time. 

There is just one other matter which we ought to mention here, although we cannot help 

but feel the majority of our readers are charitable enough to sense it for themselves, but for the 

sake of avoiding misunderstanding we bring it up now. Without any qualification I wish to state 

that I in no way feel qualified to set at rest any of the big questions of the day. Neither do I feel 

that it lies within our province to tell our leaders what they should do officially in dealing with 

such important matters as we brought up in our last editorial. We do, however, keenly feel a 

responsibility to call the attention of all Protestant Reformed people to the seriousness of the 

issues at hand and to voice our own concern for the welfare of our Protestant Reformed 

denomination when and wherever we feel its future to be in jeopardy. 

In passing let us also bear in mind that in the church there will always be people who will 

evidence morbid disinterest in the welfare of the church. There are even some shallow ones who 

delight in “picking” at our ministers and other writers who have the courage to speak up for their 

convictions. They are usually the ones who continually criticize everything and anyone. Among 

others these persons seem to regard the present— controversies in abject horror. And the pity of 

it is they communicate this inhibition to others who, without such a retarding influence, would 

very likely develop a real concern for the well-being of the church. However displeased we may 

be with them, we must bear with such people. 

 On the other hand we do know, too, that there exists, in the hearts and minds of some of 

those who are genuinely concerned for the spiritual welfare of the church and its defense of the 

truth, a severe distaste for “disturbances and conflicts” in our denominational life. They are quick 

to point out the need for peace and the command to “love one another”. They make an honest 

effort, a well-meant effort, to patch things up this is well. We undoubtedly need more of it in our 

circles today than ever before. 

But, friends, let us not in all this disregard the essential element of the spiritual life of the 

sincere church member which demands a readiness to speak out for the purity of the truth which 

our church confessionally must uphold. To keep still for the sake of harmony when the very 

ground we stand on is questioned would be travesty. To fail to remain loyal to our Confessions, 

and keep still when the intent and authority of them is challenged, would be outright sin. This is 

what we must realize today. 

Did Christ, in all His ministry, ever turn aside from dealing vigorously with questions 

concerning the truth? We, to, must certainly deal firmly and directly, with any departure from the 

Confessions, which are based upon the Scripture. The Confessions are our doctrine, and doctrine 

is truth. 

Our Confessions plainly state that God’s promise is unconditionally for the elect only. 

Our Confessions, state, too, that the gift of faith is received from God, and the fact of it proceeds 



from His Eternal Decree. Our Confessions state that “the errors are rejected of those who teach 

that faith, holiness, godliness, and perseverance are not fruits of the unchangeable election unto 

glory, but are conditions. . . .” Our Baptism Form further tells us “. . . .the Holy Ghost assures us 

to be members, of Christ, applying unto us that which we have in Christ. . . .” 

How clear it is from the foregoing that the assurance which we have that we possess 

everlasting life in Christ comes to us through the work of the Holy Spirit, and that this further 

gift of God—THE ASSURANCE OF THE FACT of redemption, sanctification, etc., —-comes 

to every believer through the instrumentality of faith! And so it is that we have not only a rich 

promise but the beauty of it all is that through faith God manifests to us that we always were 

saved in His Eternal Counsel. Cannot we also then comprehend that faith is therefore not a 

condition that is required unto salvation, a requisite upon which is predicated the realization of 

the promise of God? 

Faith is rather the efficacious means which enables the children of God, the saved and 

elect ones, to walk uprightly before Him working out their own salvation in fear and trembling. 

“Faith”, says the Netherlands Confession, Article 22, "is an instrument that keeps us in 

communion with Him in all His benefits.” 
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