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Stanley Ross Scott was restless and never satisfied. From his mother he inherited a vein 

of materialism that caused him to grasp for the reality of power and influence and from his father 

he received the qualities of a dreamer to whom the future goals beckoned with such promise that 

goals already attained gave no satisfaction. He graduated from high school to find a university 

education urging him on. Each new promotion in his life as a newspaper-man made him eager 

for another. 

For Stanley, his conscience was his guide, and he rigidly adhered to its law even in the 

face of personal danger and loss. He used his career as a fight against injustice, lawlessness, dirty 

politics and crime. The dangers, narrow escapes, losses and griefs that came to him as a result 

only spurred him on in the fight. 

In the face of rising influence, greater power, and continuing success, Stanley remained a 

lonely, heartsick, unsatisfied man until, through the influence of Christian friends and the love of 

a Christian girl, he was led to accept Christ as his Saviour. This is the keynote of the author’s 

philosophy and our Beacon Lighters will realize immediately that this book does not follow our 

Reformed conception of the truth. Because the Arminian viewpoint is not subtly hidden, but is 

evident in all its error, I feel that this bock is not dangerous in the hands of our young people. 

However, the author’s seemingly commendable picture of Faye Ann’s death as a sacrifice of 

love for Stanley must be sharply criticized. What is in reality sinful and cowardly must not be 

presented as something noble and sweet even for the sake of the romantic. 

The book is interesting and well-written but its value from a Christian point of view is 

questionable. 
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