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Schuiler received three questions but they came several days late for this issue, since at 

least two of them require definite research before Schuiler can give you his answer to them. The 

third question is easier (at least, to my way of thinking), and, therefore, I will answer it in this 

issue. You see, the question referred to has come up time and time again, and he has made quite 

a bit of study on this subject in the past. 

The question is as follows: 

“Is it unbiblical for women to vote in spite of the fact that our country says it is 

our duty?” 

A Beacon Lights Reader. 

 

My answer is: Yes, it is definitely unbiblical for women to vote for public office. 

There are many things which the ungodly world says is our duty, but which nevertheless 

are evil. You can and must expect that of the world. They lie in great darkness. Their mind and 

soul and heart are dark, evil, and not subject to the will of God, neither indeed can be. That the 

world calls it the duty for women to vote means nothing to me. 

But the Bible teaches it plainly. And then I have reference to the text you find in I Tim. 

2:12, which reads: “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to 

be in silence.” I have in mind especially the clause: “nor to usurp authority over the man.” For 

that is plainly implied in the vote. The vote is to exercise authority, and this authority of the vote 

is over man. There is no earthly reason, either, for refusing the woman to be president of the 

United States, if we take the stand that women should vote. They allow them to be governors, 

representatives, and magistrates, so why not president? The right to hold office is implied in the 

vote. 

But there is more. God plainly revealed that the man is the head of the woman. He is 

created king. And although I admit, that this makes his wife queen, it nevertheless makes the 

woman—queen subject to the man—king. Such is ordained of God. This becomes plainer when 

we listen to God’s Word as it describes the order of things in the recreated world. In that new 

world all is elevated, exalted, but the parallel remains. Christ is the head of the church. And its 

shadow is seen in the true earthly relation between husband and wife. The husband is the head, 

the ruler, the king of the wife. She is subject to the husband in all things, even as the church to 

Christ. It is certainly not so that this order prevails in the church, but the very opposite in the 

world that now is. There is one God and one Lawgiver for both. And God is the true and faithful 

One, who remains and abides forever. 

Sin is the disruption, the turning about, the perverting of all order as established by God. 

See it in the modern churches: women vote for officebearers, assume office of elder and deacon 

and also minister. Contrary to God’s Word, they usurp authority over the man. That is not as it 

should be. We all know that. And here is the point: as it is in the church, so it should be in the 

present world. 

I know that God has made His exceptions. But let Him do it, and not we. He gave a 

Deborah to Israel and a Queen Juliana to the Netherlands. And He has His reasons. The Lord 

wants to shame the men sometimes in some circumstances which should make us men blush. 

How do you think the men in Israel felt when a woman had to deliver them? These exceptions 



which God in His wisdom and justice willed to prevail in some cases and times, establish the 

rule: man is the natural and spiritual King of the woman. 

This should make us men very humble, for He did it not because of anything in man. It 

simply was His good pleasure, and I think He established this rule in created things so that there 

might be a shadow, type and symbol for the coming Man, Bridegroom, King of the church. 

Let us not rebel against God. We only do so to our hurt.  

Ask the woman of the world. She has attained to a frightful liberty, right, prerogative. 

The tears and untold bitterness of heart of a multitude of poor, deluded and suffering women in 

our country testify to the awful truth that to rebel against the God-ordained ways pays a 

proportionate wage. And I am sure that you, our Protestant Reformed womanhood, love Him and 

His ordained ways. 

Sincerely, 

Schuiler. 
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