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Once again the Christmas season is upon us. Stores temptingly display their wares in the 

hope of making many sales during the holiday. Is it any wonder that the world wants Christmas? 

It proves to be a very wonderful and convenient time to promote sales resulting in huge profits 

for the store owner. The radio presents songs like “White Christmas” and “Silent Night Holy 

Night” in one program, as if there were no difference whatever between them. Wicked, divorced 

Hollywood actors are employed to sing the wonderful Christian Christmas songs. Christmas 

trees are being lighted, gifts exchanged, cards sent, all of which resembles a smoke screen 

through which the real, fundamental meaning of Christmas is barely visible for most people. 

Almost we are carried, along with this tide of false ideas concerning Christmas. It is so 

easy to forget what is really Christmas. We by nature want to think of it in terms of X-mas. 

Leave Christ out of Christmas. It seems as if Christmas cannot be enjoyed with Christ present. 

One little tot expressed beautifully on a Christmas program what Christmas meant to him. 

He said: 

“Do you know why I like  

Christmas the best of all the year? 

Because it is the birthday of Jesus,  

the Son of God so dear.” 

This truth we have heard from earliest youth in our Protestant Reformed Churches. Christ 

is first in Christmas no matter what the world says or does. Christ not only is first but very really 

ALL of Christmas. Apart from Christ there is no Christmas. It does not take any Christmas trees 

or Christmas presents or Santa Claus to add to Christmas. It seems to me that instead of adding 

to the beauty of Christmas, they very often detract from it. 

Christmas is not the celebration of the birth of a mere man. If it were, we would be 

foolish to celebrate it as we do. It is rather the celebration of the birth of the Son of God 

incarnate. God out of His grace to the elect sinners sent His only begotten Son into the world that 

they might be saved. 

We must, you understand, see more in Christmas than the birth of Jesus. It must of 

necessity be followed by the crucifixion, death and ascension of Christ, else Christmas means 

nothing to us. Then through the birth of Christ, our redemption becomes a reality. The Second 

Person of the Trinity comes into this sin cursed world to save us poor lost sinners. 

Christmas now takes on another meaning for us. It not only is a commemoration of the 

birth of Jesus, but also should be a commemoration of the obtaining of eternal life through Jesus 

Christ and our freedom from the bondage of sin and death. Paul writes in Galatians 5:1, “Stand 

fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with 

the yoke of bondage.” 

You are free. Let us not misinterpret this freedom. It doesn’t mean that you may attend 

church or stay home as you wish. The idea should not enter your mind either that it is your 

business whether or not you attend society. If you are truly free you will want to attend church 

and society. That is a part of your freedom. Free you are from the power of sin and death, not 

free to do as you please. 

We are alive through Jesus Christ. That is what Christmas also means for us. Where 

originally there was only death, we are now partakers of eternal life made possible by the birth of 



Jesus. 

How do we act with this new life? You realize that a living Christian may not go into the 

world and enjoy all its carnal earthly pleasures. If you are alive you will give evidence of that life 

in your daily activity. A person alive in Christ will show it when he goes to work. He will show 

it when he goes to school. Whatever a person does, where-ever he goes, he will give a sure 

evidence of this life. 

You see, friends, Christmas means more to us than just the birth of Jesus. It is through the 

birth of our Saviour that we receive all the benefits of salvation. We are not only celebrating the 

birth of our Savior, but we are, or should be, celebrating the fact that through the birth of Jesus 

we are made alive. It is not the birth itself but the purpose behind that birth which makes 

Christmas so wonderful. If we see this, then we can have s blessed Christmas. Will you have 

such a Christmas? Will your Christmas be Reformed? 

All our lives we must thank God for such a blessed Christmas. By nature we do not want 

Christmas with Christ. Thank God that He did not leave you or me decide whether or not we 

wanted it. Always keep in mind that the birth of Christ is not the work of man but of God. 

Therein lies our salvation. 

How are you going to observe your Christmas? Be careful where you place the emphasis. 

Many so-called Christians will have their Christmas trees and Christmas gifts again this year 

while the time spent at church will be only a formality so as to keep them in good standing with 

the other church members. We do not say that there is anything wrong with Christmas trees or 

gifts, but we must be careful where we place the emphasis. Many people, in fact most people, 

enjoy having an X-mas in which to exchange gifts and have a jolly, merry time. Very few people 

want to have a Christ-mas. We are Protestant Reformed youth. Is there the slightest question in 

your mind as to what type of Christmas we must have? 
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