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Whether our people, and particularly our young people, realize it or not, the awful fact is 

that the very foundations upon which our existence as a distinct group of churches are grounded 

are in great danger of being uprooted and torn apart. This is no mere platitude. Much of the 

material published in the most recent issues of both the Standard Bearer and Concordia should 

have served to finally awaken all of us to this alarming situation. Without question there are 

ominous signs in our ecclesiastical sky which can very easily be recognized as the harbingers of 

troubled times ahead for the people of God who love the truth and who are willing to defend it 

when distortion and misconception threatens its purity. 

But, dear reader, have these things struck home with you? 

For a considerable period of time now we have followed the discussion between our 

various ministers involved in the debate on the term and concept “condition” and have carefully 

noticed also the attitudes and positions assumed over against this issue by our people. The result 

of this watchful waiting has been a growing, fearful awareness on our part that unless each and 

every member of our churches who is afflicted with a disinclination to concern himself with 

these questions begins to take a serious viewpoint—and is adequately stimulated into, thinking 

long and hard about them—we are in grave danger of losing our precious Protestant Reformed 

heritage by default. 

Another compelling reason for the need of much deliberate concern for the basis upon 

which we are organized as churches has been dramatically brought to light in the unhappy 

situation which has arisen in Canada by virtue of cur missionary concourse there among the 

immigrants. We cannot help but feel the lulling effects of a “laissez-faire” attitude among many 

of us relative to doctrinal purity has contributed greatly to the woeful picture across the border. 

A third challenge which presently confronts the Protestant Reformed churches is the 

Brief Declaration of Principles formulated by our last Synod. This magnificent document, setting 

forth in unambiguous language the fundamental tenets of our Protestant Reformed approach to 

the teachings of Scripture, is now under consideration by all our churches and has become the 

subject of detailed scrutiny by our ministers and others writing in our church papers. 

With these vital matters thus at hand how can anyone who claims to love the truth and the 

beloved cause of our Protestant Reformed churches sit idly by, leaving such things for “others’’ 

to evince or uphold. 

This writer, in taking cognizance of all these significant happenings on the de-

nominational scene—each of which will assuredly leave indelible imprints on the pages of our 

church history—proposes (D.V.) to begin a series of editorials on the several subjects mentioned, 

with the thought in mind that the very nature of our magazine with its emphasis on the practical 

side of our Christian living, may lend itself in some measure to the need of the hour. 

We make bold to offer the humble suggestion, or plea rather, to those of our ministers, 

too, who have kept silence on these pressing matters, to frankly voice their thoughts on these 

subjects. While we appreciate the meditative attitude of some who wish for more time to allow 

their own thinking to “crystallize” we cannot help but feel the time has come to openly discuss 

these all-important topics. The practice of making vague allusions to matters of such primary 

concern should by now be giving way to a forthright treatment of the issues at hand. 

We remind our readers again that the Open Forum will welcome any contributions 



pertaining to these issues which reach us. We reserve, of course, the editorial right to comment 

and will be pleased to attempt to answer any questions which are presented. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 11 No 3 December 1950 


