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This is the story of Esther, beauteous Jewess who became Queen at the proud court of 

Ahasuerus, King of Persia. It is a matter of history, with which we all are acquainted, how Esther 

and her position as Queen was to defend and preserve the Jewish people in their captivity. In tell-

ing the story of Esther the author is remarkably accurate in his presentation of the events of that 

time with regard to their sequence and also their historical value. 

When Vashti, the favorite of Ahasuerus was deposed because she refused to obey one of 

the king’s commands, it became necessary to choose a new Queen. According to the author, 

Esther is urged by Mordecai to compete for the throne because he envisions a Jewess for a 

Queen as the only possible salvation for Israel in a strange land. While the Jew had been 

deprived of his freedom, the real threat of annihilation did not come until after Esther was made 

Queen and when Haman was made a dignitary in the kingdom. The author readily recognizes the 

Law forbidding Israel to intermarry with the heathen. In his desire to justify the marriage of 

Esther to King 

Ahasuerus, Mr. Frischaver advances the theory that she performed this act for the sole purpose of 

saving her people. This, of course, is contrary to Scripture. Nowhere do we read that Esther was 

motivated by love for God and His Church to the extent that she felt it her calling to act as the 

savior of Israel. There can be no doubt of the fact that God used Esther as the means of 

preserving unto Himself a remnant which had not bowed the knee to Baal. However by no con-

ceivable stretching of the imagination can we ascribe such motives to Esther. If we are to 

commend the actions of Esther, we also commend every wicked act that the reprobate world has 

committed throughout all the annals of history, because those wicked acts are the filling of the 

cup of iniquity and which finally also serve their purpose in the gathering of the Church. If we 

applaud Esther’s deed let us also adopt the philosophy that the end justifies the means and then 

we will not have to deny ourselves the pleasures of this world which our old man desires with all 

its heart. If we are to say that Esther performed that which was right in the eyes of God let us 

also be consistent and refute the teachings of Scripture and let us say that we shall continue in 

sin, that grace may abound and thus we shall receive more abundantly of that wondrous grace 

whereby the child of God experiences a small beginning of that new obedience. Such is the 

philosophy of those who would believe and teach that Esther acted in accordance with God’s 

law. 

Paul Frischaver has recreated that whole ancient world, with all its pomp and glory—the 

perfumed courts and gardens, the temples with their mighty idols, the fabulous entertainments 

that lasted for days. Against the background of debauched luxury, drinking bouts and pre-

parations for war, move the vivid figures of Queen Esther and King Ahasuerus. A distant time 

and land are reproduced here, vividly and with all the elements of excitement, passion and 

intensely human characters. 

I shall not take time or space to write concerning the events of the story because I feel 

that the historical events of the time are already familiar to the reader especially in light of the 

fact that Beacon Lights is now basing its Bible Outlines on the Book of Esther. I would much 

rather in this case, write a Book Report than a Book Review. As has already been stated, the 



book does not correctly interpret the events of that time in the light of what Scripture teaches us. 

This, to a certain extent, causes me to doubt its value to the reader. However I have a very 

different reason for not recommending the book to be read. The author is very prolific in his 

account of the debauchery of the time. “So Great A Queen” concerns itself to a very great extent 

with the carnal, sensual pleasures of a wicked kingdom. So much so that the reader receives the 

impression that Mr. Frischaver is interested primarily in revealing the total moral corruption of 

the Persian rule. That there was a festering moral and political condition in the empire is evident 

from Scripture itself. It is therefore not my intention to either prove or disprove the beliefs 

expressed by the author in that respect. It is evident however, that he has used the history of 

Israel in their captivity as a stepping stone to reveal the depravity of the King’s court. 

However factual the novel may be in regards to historical data; I do not believe that the 

erroneous interpretation applied to these events cause them to assume their proper perspective. If 

we are to respect the teachings of Mr. Frischaver with regards especially as to what motivated 

Esther to take upon herself the role of Queen, we place an entirely different light upon the deed 

itself. For this reason, too, I sincerely believe the book has no place in our libraries. 
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