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It was last March that “Schuiler”, in answering a question concerning the proper 

observance of Christmas, wrote in Beacon Lights: “It seems to me this is a nice subject to write 

on for Rev. Vanden Berg in his Column on Christian Living. Gladly will I forward the letter to 

him and he might write a few articles on it during the latter part of this year, toward Christmas 

time.” 

Acting upon the suggestion of Schuiler I am going to devote this present article to the 

purpose of presenting some changes which, in my opinion, ought to be enacted in our Christmas 

celebrations. I write on this subject not only because Schuiler suggests it but also, firstly, because 

the subject has been of increasing interest to me, especially as my own children get older and 

soon will be quite susceptible to the current Christmas “craze”, and, secondly, because the thing 

as such is not ‘adiaphorous’ but has to do with a most serious and important phase of our life . . . 

“the proper commemoration of the birth of our Savior”. Therefore it also has much to do with 

our “Christmas Living” for if we do not begin with the proper observance of our Lord’s birth, 

can we expect to correctly evaluate His death, resurrection andglorification? If we are 

“mundane” with respect to His birth, what is there to assure us that we are not “carnal” in all our 

worship of Him? I consider the celebration of Christmas vital to CHRISTian LIVing! 

First of all then, what must our evaluation be of all that accompanies the celebration of 

Christmas in our country today and, how much of it, if any, can we as Christians adopt for our 

own to enrich our own Christian Living, especially during this season? We have in mind such 

things as “the Christmas tree, the Yule-log, the Mistletoe custom, the giving and receiving of 

gifts, the Greeting-cards practice, Santa Claus, the decorations and trimmings, and many more 

beside”. Let us bear in mind that all of these things are of “pagan” or “worldly” origin. None of 

them have their beginning in the historic church of Jesus Christ which is already a strong indica-

tion of the fact that our “spiritual fathers” did not feel the need of such practices to enrich their 

Christmas. You may reason, perhaps, that the fathers did not introduce them because they were 

already there, which is no doubt true. The fact remains, however, that when new customs and 

practices of this nature spring forth, they never do so out of the church. It is generally believed 

that the Christmas tree is of German origin and was introduced at a sacrifice of Odin (a pagan 

god). The sacred Oak of Odin is supposedly to have been replaced by the fir tree, dedicated to 

the Christ Child. Through German immigration the idea was carried to our land. The same is true 

of other traditions. Surely there is nothing edifying in Santa Claus, mistletoe, etc. 

What then? Shall we be afraid to ban all such pagan customs from OUR Christmas just 

because they carry a tremendous pressure of public sentiment? Are we, perhaps, reluctant to 

make a change in our celebrations for fear of being branded “out of date” or “old fashioned non-

conformists”? Or is it, as one author wrote, that we are degenerated so far that Christmas would 

not be complete for the little folks and would lose much of its meaning for families without 

Santa, gifts, trees, and the like?” If that is the case we are most sadly in need of many. . . 

Christmas Innovations! Personally, we have no use for the contributions of “pagan Christmas 

culture” and consider them as blemishes and dangerous devices of that enemy of the Christ by 

which he seeks to spoil the Lord’s birthday. 

The next question is, “Is there a need in the Christian’s Christmas for these practices?” 

Are we not ignoring the fact that we are still IN the world and that it is almost impossible to 



divorce our children from all association with Santa Claus and his companions? It is no doubt 

true that there is a big “practical problem” here, but I am somewhat convinced that we create that 

problem for ourselves by putting a small(?) Christmas emphasis where there should be none at 

all. Christmas is the commemoration of the birthday of our Lord. Christmas is the annual 

observance of the Incarnation. That is all! There is no more! Just as Good Friday focuses all our 

attention on the Cross; Easter turns us to the empty sepulchre and makes us cry out, “I know 

that my Redeemer liveth”, so Christmas tells us the glad story, “For unto us a child is born . . . 

unto us a Son is given . . .” To add anything is to mar the beauty of the celebration. To cover the 

spiritual vision of this Divine Wonder with “holly, firs, roast-goose and plum-pudding” is not 

only indicative of a lack of appreciation for the “real Christmas goods” but is sinful defacement. 

Surely one who enters into the Christmas season resolved to celebrate only the Christmas event 

has no need of the assistance of Santa, trees, trimmings and festive banquets, does he? Nor do 

our children need these accessories affixed to their already “full observance of Christmas” if 

they are taught to justly learn to know the things God has revealed to us concerning Jesus! 

We have one final question. Is it correct to say that all these things associated with the 

modern Christmas are “per se evil”? We have in mind the practice of exchanging gifts, 

Christmas dinner with friends or relatives, etc. Our answer is, “Of course these things in them-

selves are not evil and, therefore, we may also practice them, but there is in them a grave 

danger.” The danger lies in over-indulgence and that is sin. American business men anticipate 

doing a $3,000,000,000 retail sales business during this coming Christmas season which is fair 

indication of how “shopping-mad” the American public is. We can only conjecture as to how 

much of this is “wasteful spending”. The latter is sinful, for the Lord would have us to use the 

gifts and means that are at our disposal with prudence. If all that is “wasted” in this way annually 

were deposited in our Foreign Mission Fund, I venture to say that a concrete project would soon 

be in the making. With respect to the practice of giving, it must always be stressed that the 

important thing is not the “size and amount” but the “spirit of love and good will” that motivates 

the act. Without the latter also this practice is abused we must fight sin as it permeates everything 

in life. 

To conclude we suggest a few innovations where the celebration of Christmas has and is 

being distorted. Let us put aside every practice that will in any way divert our attention from 

Bethlehem and the Christ. Following the example of the shepherds, let us forsake our flocks and 

all that is ours of this earth and “go to see the thing that has come to pass”. Let us heed, too, the 

emulous giving of the wise men and instead of “splurging” on one another, lay aside a special 

contribution to the cause of God which had its realization in “Christmas”. Let us strive toward 

the spiritual and in doing so put off the material. And may we all not look to see how the 

neighbor observes the day but rather each one for himself put forth an extra effort to make his 

commemoration agreeable to Him Whose birthday we observe. 

Exercise ourselves toward more Christmas innovations! Then . . . where our exertions are 

God-centered . . . Merry Christmas! 
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