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Some of you young people may not have been present when we visited in with John and 

Jim as they visited the pastor in the manse after the meeting of their society. For the special 

benefit of these and also for those who were present but who might not have remembered the 

trend of the discussion, we would recall the following points briefly: 

1. That John and Jim are young men standing before life, contemplating their 

preparation for their life’s calling. They realize that they are making a life’s choice; they are no 

drifters. Hence, they have very painstakingly discussed the question of a choice of a life’s 

calling, but find that, when they try to look at this question in the light of the Word of God, that 

they cannot see eye to eye on the question of the proper considerations. John emphasizes the 

objective, as he calls it, while Jim places the emphasis on the subjective choice. 

2. These young men have gone to their pastor’s home to present their problem to him 

and to seek his advice, so that they may be helped out of their dilemma. At the outset the pastor 

emphasized two matters of pivotal importance. The first was, that it is of the utmost importance 

to bear in mind through this entire discussion that we are here speaking of the choice of the 

living believer in Christ Jesus. And, secondly, that the only rule of life for the believer is the 

Word of God. All of our choices must be out of faith, according to the Word of God and thus 

unto His glory. 

Thus far the pastor had come when we left him with John and Jim in the manse. 

Let us join them once more, so that we may hear the remainder of the pastor’s counsel to 

these young men. 

The pastor continues, by pointing out to John and Jim, that in his opinion, they had really 

made the fatal mistake to present the matter of our life’s choice as being either a question 

determined wholly by the objective guidance of God in history as John had done, or to insist 

that it is wholly a matter of free-choice as Jim had insisted. For the truth of the matter is that our 

“free-choice” is as much a part of God’s guidance as are the “objective facts of history”! In both 

instances we are dealing with history and the almighty and omnipresent power of God. For, thus 

the pastor continues, in our thinking about this question we may distinguish the “objective facts” 

from the “subjective choice”, but we cannot nor may we separate these two in our actual 

choosing by faith. In reality these two are never separated. Both are facts about us, our thoughts 

and decisions are all in the hand of God. To separate them in relation to the counsel of God is a 

grave error; to separate them in our actual decisions in life is equally a grave error. 

Let us make this point clear to you, boys, the pastor continues. 

In the first place we must remember, that it is the clear teaching of the Word of God, that 

in the Kingdom of God in Christ the rule is: the natural is first, then the spiritual. This truth 

should not be misunderstood; we should not understand this to mean, that in the estimation of 

God the spiritual is more important than the natural. Both are important before God; each must 

be in its own place and order. Just as the earthly creation is before the heavenly, and is made in 

view of the heavenly (Col. 1:17) so also the natural talents and the external circumstances are 

there in view of the spiritual proper use of the end in view of the spiritual choice of life’s calling. 

And thus also in the choice of our calling the rule is: the natural is first, then the spiritual. 

Now let me show this a little bit more in detail, John and Jim, the pastor goes on to say. 

John spoke earlier this evening of the fact that he could study well, that he has always 



been an A-student, and that there was a great need for Christian School teachers, and thus he 

concluded that the external circumstances were the factors that made his choice. Now it is not 

possible to enter into all the details of this matter. However, there is one matter of importance to 

notice here. It is: that the natural-psychological makeup and several abilities of any individual 

young man or women certainly must be considered by himself in determining his life’s calling 

by faith according to the Word of God. These are simply “musts” in our consideration of a life’s 

choice. Such is evidently the clear teaching of Jesus in the parable of the “talents”. Each one in 

this parable received a talent according to his several ability. And these talents, these several 

natural abilities are increated by God; they are gifts from God to us, which in turn under the law 

of God in Christ entail a duty, which at once is a great and blessed privilege by faith. The 

acknowledgement of this fact makes for a humble and strong life. For if the natural is first, if the 

talents are God’s gifts to us, then they place us under the demand of being good stewards of God 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And so the fact of being an A-student or a good B-student in any given 

field is a basic consideration with us, for such it is with God with whom the natural is before the 

spiritual. 

Then the matter of a free-choice is not excluded. Jim is dead-right when he insists on a 

free-choice of faith. Such it is. By faith we are free as sons, and in this freedom we choose within 

the natural that is first. Faith needs this natural even as the heavenly needs the earthly. Thus our 

choice is a manifestation of our being some first-fruits of God’s new creation, having been 

brought forth by the Word of truth. And so both the objective and the subjective are under the 

almighty, gracious Fatherly providence of God in Christ Jesus. And all things are indeed for the 

King. 

That is the truth of the matter. Then we do not separate what God has put together. 

Both John and Jim leave after this rather clear-cut statement of their problem. They are 

thankful to the pastor for his kind and more matured advice. 

Both are certain that life is for them a proving ground of their faith to be faithful in 

little and to be presently set over much. 
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