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Truth vs. Missionary Zeal? 

Perhaps you will remember that I would write a little more on the question put to me by 

one of our young people regarding the above topic? If you desire to familiarize yourself with the 

matter, it might be well to read the question once more on page 23 of the October issue of our 

Beacon Lights. 

It is a little tragic that my young friend characterized our (the Protestant Reformed) 

attitude towards the lost as “cold and indifferent”, and that it seemed as though our attitude was: 

“I am saved and let the rest of the world go by.” Tragic because if this were true we would stand 

condemned in the worst way before God’s throne. If we really and truly are saved, we could not 

take that attitude. 

And what must I do with this serious charge? 

If I were to say: “It is not true; we detest such a cold and heartless attitude!” I would be as 

far in my denial, as my young friend is regarding the charge. It would mean nothing. 

And therefore I will not simply deny the charge, but I will prove that as although I would 

that we had done much group of churches we have done much, more. 

Take the above charge and tell it to men like the Rev. Wm. Korn in South Dakota; or to 

the students Mensch and Koerner who drink from the presentation of the pure Protestant 

Reformed truth at our Seminary. Go to the three ministers who came to our seminary: 

McCullum, Emanuel, and Harbach. Tell it in Europe where there is life and appreciation for 

Reformed truth. Ask in the streets of Pretoria and Kaapstad, and they will tell you that they have 

heard our voice in South Africa. The whole Reformed world, and, yes, even outside of that 

world, they have heard our testimony. 

No, we are not big enough and strong enough to go to heathen lands, in order to bring the 

story of the cross. But we have begun in Jerusalem, carried the work through in all of Judea and 

Samaria. And with God’s help we will go to the ends of the world to tell them of the Sovereign 

Father and Shepherd which we preach about, write about and sing about. In God’s own good 

time. 

All I would ask my young friend is this: Measure our numbers and our financial strength, 

and then listen to the extent to which we have told our story, and this friend of mine, myself and 

my readers, will marvel what God hath wrought. Yes, we are cordially hated too. And even that 

is proof that we brought the old, old story of the true Jesus. But we are cordially loved too. I 

asked you a while ago to ask some men the question you asked me. On second thought I caution 

you not to. They would not like it. They heard from afar; they came closer, very close to the 

heart of the movement of God’s grace, that is, they came to the seminary, and they found that the 

half had not been told. 

And by God’s grace we will march on as the hosts, of the Protestant Reformed, and we 

will shout our war-cry as long as God wills it: He is God alone, and there is no other God besides 

Him! God’s own have listened and will continue to listen. 

That is the heart of the strength of our movement. 

And I am convinced that neither you nor I could forsake it. 

God love you forever! 

SCHUILER. 

 



TWO QUESTIONS: What is your opinion on the gossiping and backbiting often 

done before, during, and after divine services about a brother or sister in Christ’s 

personal appearance and mannerisms? It seems as if many of our church people 

think more of outward personal appearance and etiquette (traditions of the elders, 

Mark 7:1-8, Malt. 23:13, 23, 24, I Sam. 16:7) than the preaching of the word. 

After, all Scripture makes very little mention of the personal appearance and 

etiquette of the patriarchs, prophets, and of the apostles and saints.  

A Beacon Lighter. 

 If all questions sent in were as easy to answer as this one, and also the one that follows, I 

would not need much time. 

I could simply say: my opinion is the same as yours! You asked a question and you really 

supplied the answer yourself! And what other passible answer could I give than to simply say 

such people stand condemned! 

But you have given me no problem to solve. The matter is self-evident. 

Your friend,  

SCHUILER. 

P. S.—As far as our real appearance is concerned we should “be clothed with humility”. 

 

Should a sincere Christian, who delights to be busy in the things of the Lord, 

permit his daily occupation to interfere with his attending society, catechism, 

consistory meetings, and other work connected with the Kingdom he may be 

engaged in? I mean such things as night work and working overtime whether he 

works for himself or for an employer. Or should he endeavor to find other work, 

which will not interfere with the church activities he delights in, even if it means 

another vocation or lower wages? 

A Beacon Lights Reader. 

My answer is that “a sincere Christian who delights to be busy in the things of the Lord” 

does not permit “his daily occupation to interfere” with the aforementioned “things of the Lord”. 

To put it in a still shorter form: such a sincere Christian has no such problem. The person 

that allows his daily work to interfere with his Christian walk is neither sincere nor does he 

delight in the things of the Lord.  

Sincerely, 

SCHUILER. 
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