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We and all our countrymen will be called upon this month to observe a day of national 

thanksgiving. Generally speaking, most Americans will be doing so with mingled feelings of 

insecurity and fear of the changing times in which we live. It is a foregone conclusion that 

overshadowing any superficial thankfulness a wicked man might conceivably have, for his 

harvest or for his present high living standard, will be the anxiety and fitful apprehension for a 

world torn wide with international strife and the jitters of war. 

One can readily imagine a worldly person being glad for whatever things he possesses 

and enjoys. Such a primitive reaction is a part of man’s innate nature. It is unthinkable, however, 

that there can ever be any semblance of genuine gratitude in the unregenerate heart of the wicked 

who see neither rhyme nor reason in the turbulent course of changing time. 

It is only when one has within himself, by the grace of God, the basic comprehension of 

the meaning of things that he can be thankful for the change and the results of change which the 

order of time brings about in this world. Such an assurance a Godless world has never known. 

We can rather epitomize the dark philosophy of the wicked man in the words of Omar Khayyam, 

the Persian bard who wrote: 

Into this Universe, and Why not knowing, 

Nor Whence, like Water willy-nilly flowing: 

And out of it, as Wind along the Waste, 

I know not Whither, willy-nilly blowing. 

Thus has the world placed its destiny in the hands of fate. Small wonder it is then that as 

the basic structure of western civilization begins to crumble and change the worldly man fears 

and trembles. Those who know nothing but the vain deceit of man see no hope or meaning in the 

swift chaotic tempo of our times. For them the changing times offer little for which to be 

thankful. 

But let us—fellow Christians who know the Lord our God—rejoice this month and every 

month, in the hope and vision which is ours in Christ. In Him we can conceive of all physical 

and spiritual change to be the manifestation of His Will and the working out of His Eternal plan. 

Even the titanic social-economic upheaval now in progress in the world is a thing to bring thanks 

to the lips of the child of God. 

When we know that every movement of the finger of time is controlled by the 

God of heaven and earth to work out the salvation of His people and the glory of His matchless 

Name, we can render true thankfulness for all things. Thus as thankfulness can only arise from 

the heart which possesses a saving knowledge of the Eternal, Sovereign God, let us give thanks.  
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