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In our former installment (see last month’s edition of Beacon Lights), we left John and 

Jim with the pastor in the manse, whither they had gone after the meeting of the Young Men’s 

Society. We sat in with them to hear their particular problem. John and Jim could not see eye to 

eye on the particular considerations that enter into the choice of a life’s vocation. 

When we left them they had each presented their respective view of the question. John 

had stressed that in the choice of our vocation God in His kind and Fatherly providence leads the 

way. The choice is made for us rather than by us. Jim, on the other hand, emphasized that it was 

a matter of personal choice. And each was rather insistent that his view was the correct one. 

And now it is the pastor’s turn to speak. 

It is really not a surprise to us that the pastor is rather hesitant to speak. Giving good 

guidance to the young men in God’s church is a very delicate task, requiring much wisdom and 

spiritual discretion. And being a man of keen spiritual insight into the problems of God’s 

kingdom as they pertain to our walk of godliness, he is well aware of his own limitations to give 

advice on such matter. And so he is a bit hesitant. 

 But God calls him to duty and this calling he will not shirk. Besides this, the pastor also 

believes, that both John and Jim are serious minded believing young men, who are earnestly 

desirous of knowing the truth as it is in Jesus—this truth as it has reference to their particular 

problem in the determination of the choice of a life’s calling. Were this not the case with them all 

advice would be of no avail and the request for light on their problem would not be sincere. At 

best they would simply be airing their views to their one-man audience, without the slightest 

thought of earnestly seeking good and Scriptural advice. Each would then live in the vain 

imagination that they had uttered the last bit of wisdom.  

Also this the pastor will not believe of them. And believing the best of these young men 

and also knowing his calling, he takes courage to enter into the question. 

Confident that these young men are earnestly desirous of being instructed in the truth of 

God as this is profitable to godliness the pastor undertakes to instruct these young men, John and 

Jim. 

The pastor points out to John and Jim, first of all, that it is of the utmost importance to 

understand, that the question involved here in the matter of the considerations necessary in the 

choice of a vocation is not merely one of simply choosing a life’s calling. It should he constantly 

kept in open view, that the matter is emphatically that of the believer’s choice of a vocation. 

Evidently, thus the pastor feels, neither John nor Jim has sufficiently given himself 

account of this factor. To say the least, neither one has brought this matter emphatically to the 

foreground. And, since this matter is so extremely important, the pastor emphatically wills to call 

attention to this truth. 

To do so is important on two counts, he is certain. 

In the first place, this is very necessary for a proper understanding of the issue involved. 

It certainly makes, a great deal of difference, in fact all the difference in the world, as great as the 

distance from east to west, whether one who is an unbeliever, one who is disobedient to God in 

Christ, chooses a life’s “vocation” or whether a believer in Christ makes such a life’s choice. For 

when the believer and the unbeliever make such a choice they do not do the same thing. They 

both are prompted by different considerations. The former is prompted by the considerations of 



faith that works by love, while the latter is prompted by the considerations that are rooted in 

hatred for God and man. Therefore, the pastor is convinced, that we should make this very 

important distinction at the very outset. Only then will we not be confused in our thinking about 

this question. 

Then, too, there is a second consideration that prompts the minister to insist, that thus the 

matter he formulated at the outset. It must be so stated for our very life’s sake, for the sake of our 

spiritual well-being. Only by clearly seeing this very important point with believing eyes can we 

be stimulated to make a believing and prayerful decision. For, in very truth, only this high and 

exalted motive has prompted, the pastor believes, John and Jim to seek his advice and 

instruction. He would, he feels, not be doing justice to these young men, in caring for their souls, 

if he stated the matter differently. 

To this latter observation both John and Jim nod their approval. Both feel that they have 

been led by their pastor to holy ground, where it behooves them to take their shoes from off their 

feet. 

The pastor proceeds. 

The next question to keep in mind is, according to him, that in all of our walk in faith and 

in the acts and deeds of faith, the Word of God must be our only guide. For such is the plain and 

exalted pretense of the Holy Scriptures themselves. They are the only rule of faith and life. And, 

as John and Jim have been instructed in catechism, they are reminded, that they have always 

heard that Reformed theologians as well as the confessions speaks of the Holy Scriptures as the 

only rule of faith. Jim, who has studied a little Latin, thinks out loud and murmurs “Regula 

Fidei”. 

Now it is the conviction of the pastor, that if this presupposition, this prejudice of faith, 

namely, that the Scriptures are the sole role of life and faith means anything, if it is not to be a 

mere meaningless formula, but is to be rigidly applied in all of faith and the life of faith, then 

also in this question of the believing choice of a vocation, our act must meet with the rule of 

faith. 

The pastor is certain, that now he has come to the very crux of the question. This matter 

is the pivotal point in the whole debate, as far as he can see. 

It will be interesting to hear how this observation, which, we too believe are of a 

fundamental nature, are brought to bear by the pastor on the matter in question: The believer’s 

choice of a vocation. 
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