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“For the land whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from whence 

ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs: 

But the land, whither ye go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the 

rain of heaven: A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are 

always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.” (Deut. 11:10-13). 

This is the story of the children of Israel on their journey to the Promised Land. The 

events take place immediately following the years of wandering in the wilderness up unto the 

sending of the two spies into the city of Jericho. 

Ahira, the hero of the story, is a young prince who is leader of the tribe of Naphtali. As 

one with authority, Ahira is a mighty warrior and serves as a spy many times for Israel in their 

conquest of the heathen round about them. On his first spying expedition Ahira falls in love with 

Zoheleth, a high priestess of Midian. From that day on his soul is vexed because he desires to 

have her for his wife and yet realizes that the children of Israel shall not join themselves to the 

daughters or sons of the heathen round about them. 

Finally upon a certain spying expedition Ahira and his companion are aided in their 

escape by the high priestess. However before they leave they have an opportunity to expound to 

her the marvelous goodness and majesty of the God of Israel, She had previously become ac-

quainted with the teachings of Israel and her interest in the matter together with the teachings of 

the spies result in her conversion to the faith of Israel. This causes Ahira to become joyful for he 

can now visualize a fulfillment to his dream without transgressing the commandment of God. 

However, Israel is caused to sin by their fraternization with the Midianites and God 

commands them to wage war against Midian where previously they had been at peace. Ahira 

fears for Zoheleth’s safety and attempts to save her. He is betrayed by his half-brother Caphtor 

who then rescues the princess and makes known his intention to marry her. He is finally thwarted 

and dies a horrible death in the waters of the Jordan. 

The story abounds in exciting adventure and dangerous episodes. A dark web of intrigue 

and sorcery, in the persons of Caphtor and Jonathan, create intense situations and many times 

disrupt the pattern of Israel’s plan. Both are superstitious, vain men who aspire to greatness. 

Paganism, sorcery and petty ambitions cause them constantly to assume the role of spoilers. 

The author is Arminian in his presentation of God's divine counsel for Israel. At the time 

of God’s visitation upon Israel with fiery serpents this presentation comes especially to the 

foreground. How ever this false interpretation is easy to detect and should not serve to be a 

stumbling block in understanding the contents of the book. 

I found the book interesting and well written. It will leave the reader with a fuller 

understanding of Israel’s epic journey. The faithful portrayal of the customs and superstitions of 

the day indicate a quite thorough knowledge of that time in history and a wealth of' background 

material. 
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