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I have received the fallowing question. The writer is known to me, so that the prerequisite 

of signing your name to questions sent to this department is met, even though I do not attach the 

name of the writer. 

Here is the question: 

“I believe that inasmuch as we have the purest manifestation of the truth, our 

hearts should burn with the desire to tell it to others and win them to Christ 

Instead of this our attitude seems to be cold and indifferent towards the lost. One 

cannot help but feel that our attitude is, “I am saved and let the rest of the world 

go by.” Is it then more important for a person to remain with a church that 

preaches a pure doctrine but apparently lacks love and missionary zeal than to 

unite with a church that is interested in the salvation of others and more actively 

answers the command of Christ to “Go ye into all the world and preach the 

Gospel to every creature”? 

We note a very good beginning in this question: I believe that . . . we have the purest 

manifestation of the truth . . . 

And that is really the answer too. As soon as anyone believes that we have the purest 

manifestation of the truth, he or she is duty bound to remain in such a church. There are no 

considerations, however weighty they may seem, that would warrant leaving a church which is 

the purest manifestation of the truth. It is axiomatic among all that call themselves Reformed. 

Let us look at it a little closer. A church that is the purest manifestation of the truth is a 

church that harbors the living Christ like no other church on earth: And, surely, if one belongs to 

Christ, if the living Christ dominates a person’s life, he does not desire to leave a church where 

He is manifested so purely. 

And this stand is entirely reasonable. The Word of God, from Genesis to Revelation, is a 

living image of that Christ. And a church that confesses to believe that whole Word, harbors the 

Christ of that Word in mind and heart and soul, cannot feel at home in a church where all or part 

of that image is neglected, nullified, or even defaced. Remember, my dear young friend, any 

defacing of the truth of the Word and of the Reformed confessions is a defacing of the 

Countenance of God. 

Moreover, you speak of missionary zeal in other churches where we do not find such a 

pure manifestation of the truth. But attend to this: Christ said: the truth shall make you free. Any 

zeal, enthusiasm, fervor for God and His cause in the world is nothing but an evidence of the 

truth that first lives in our hearts and mind before it finds its fruit in good works, also the good 

works of missionary endeavor. 

Be not deceived. There is much missionary zeal that is contraband. Many people accept a 

Christ which they never received. Remember this fundamental truth: the true Christ is the Truth 

personified. And therefore, a church that according to your own confession has the purest 

manifestation of the truth, has more of the Christ than some other church or churches. 

I find also another weakness in your question. And this weakness makes me think of an 

English proverb: Familiarity breeds contempt. You are rather well acquainted “with our 

shortcomings. You are born, bred and raised in the Jerusalem of our churches, and you have seen 

and heard much that is wrong with us. And I will admit at once that we are far from perfection. 



On the other hand, there is much that attracts in churches that surround us, churches whose inti-

mate life you do not know. Were you to know as they really are, you would see the truth of what 

I said before: the truth and the truth only inspires and motivates to all good works, also the good 

work of missionary zeal and endeavor. I know of churches where they seem to burn of 

missionary love, but the constituency of that church allows lodge membership, movie and theater 

attendance, are positively against Christian education, and do deny some of the fundamental 

truths of Christ your Lord. 

Would you, could you feel at home there? 

 I have not said all I desire to say, and so I will write again in the next Beacon Lights. But 

let me close and say this: with all the faults we have, and I am sorry for them, let us stay with 

her, for nowhere else do I see Christ’s face as clearly.  

With love in Him, 

SCHUILER. 
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