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Trait and Trend .... 

Nothing is so contagious as enthusiasm; it moves stones, it charms both the heart and the 

mind. Nothing great was ever accomplished without it. 

Enthusiasm—its presence and effect— its glowing warmth and lively zest vividly marked 

the wonderful beginning for a successful year of society activity which was made during the 

days of our 1950 P.R.Y.P.S. Convention! From the very opening moments of the Inspirational 

Mass Meeting, when with one invigorate voice we sang the praise of God, to the concluding, 

solemn moments late Thursday evening during the singing of the parting hymn ‘Till We Meet 

Again’, we saw and knew enthusiasm. 

Yes, there is a world of talking we could do about the Convention, about the speeches, 

essays and debates which were given. But, for the most part, these things have to be personally 

attended to be fully enjoyed, and besides they are treated elsewhere in this issue. 

There are, however, two outstanding impressions which we noted during the Convention 

which might be mentioned here. The first concerns what probably can be called a state of 

mind—or better still—a state of heart. 

Our young people showed that they love the truth. They wanted to hear it and to talk 

about it. During all our meetings and discussions one could readily sense the feeling of loyalty 

and underlying devotion that rightfully should characterize a generation with so rich a heritage to 

apprehend. 

Now, of course, youth often fails to fully realize its God-given opportunities. We hasten 

to add, too, that we as Christians are all weak and do so often fall short of what we could be and 

we ought to be. But, nevertheless, one could see in the faces of our young people, as they met 

together in Convention, a readiness to serve the Lord and a hopeful, God fearing attitude towards 

the challenge, of the future. 

The second thought which occurs to us at this time also augurs well for the cause of 

youth and the future of our churches in general. It is the almost sanguine interest our ministers 

evidence for the problems, and affairs of our young people. At every Convention meeting there 

were five or six ministers present and at the banquet you couldn’t count them all on both your 

hands. So it just can’t be said our ‘dominies’ are out of touch with the young people. They most 

certainly are genuinely concerned for the welfare of our Protestant Reformed youth. 

Here, in passing, one could express the thought that there are those times when some of 

our pastors seem remote disconnected from the hard, cold reality of the day. That this is true in 

some instances we do not doubt and the possibility of it leads us to the consideration of the 

unenviable position of the young men who today stand face to face with the prospect of five, ten 

or more years of enforced military service. 

These young men were present in all our meetings this year at Second Church; many will 

probably be across the sea when our current society year closes. For their sakes—as well as for 

the entire membership represented in the Convention this year—we can be truly thankful our 

Convention theme was so aptly chosen and treated. We can be thankful, too, for the ministers 

who spoke this year and for their down-to-earth awareness  of the reality of modern times. 

 

Pre-Eminence .... 



There is little we can say about the Reformation that has not been said before. This 

statement stands in spite of its hackneyed echo. 

What other event in our church history save the birth of our own Protestant Reformed 

churches has as much attention directed to it? The many tomes concerning it would in 

themselves form a sizable library. Whether our people, particularly our young people, have read 

even a fraction of them is another question. 

We must admit to the fact that Luther was quite a man. We have read much about his 

boldness and his indomitable courage. He is quoted as saying at one time, “Tell your master that 

if there were as many devils at Worms as tiles on its roofs, I would enter.” And he very likely 

would have done just that. 

Reformation Day and the person of Martin Luther have an important place in the 

celebrations of our churches. All this is well. And as we approach another remembrance of this 

historic event and the man who was used of God to bring it about, we most certainly should let 

the emphasis point to the hand and the might, the power and the glory of the Lord Himself who 

uses the man and the hour to serve the cause of the coming of His Kingdom. 

For an interesting and instructive article on the Reformation, with a sound approach to its 

observance in this manner, we refer our readers to the Christian Living department in this issue. 

 

The Empty Forum .... 

Just as you would not have a fox be judge or jury at a goose’s trial, those of us on the 

staff feel hardly able to appraise the results of our work with Beacon Lights. That’s a job for 

others. And far better it would be if you, dear reader, would help along by telling us what you 

like or what you think you’d like in this magazine. 

The Open Forum exists for the open discussion of current issues and as a voice for our 

reader’s opinions. Although we are in the dark most of the time we trust the gradual progressive 

changes we continue to make as we go along—both as to format and content—are pleasing to the 

tastes and needs of those whom we serve. 

But it would still be nice, we think, to occasionally hear from some of you during the 

course of the year. And what’s more, friends, we won’t even hold you to the old saw “Admonish 

your friends privately, but praise them openly”. The Open Forum will print whatever you write, 

either-wise. 

Perhaps the foregoing bit of whimsy (we really won’t get many letters anyway) contrasts 

rather sharply with the serious, all-important aspect of our job in publishing Beacon Lights. We, 

too, must never, never overlook the primary function of this as well as every other kingdom 

endeavor: “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” 
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