
This, My Brother 
Mrs M Kroondyk 

 

 

This, My Brother by Argye M. Briggs, Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publ. Co. 

 

This story, written by the author of the well-known novel, Root Out Of Dry Ground, finds 

its setting in the oil fields of Texas. Josh Kenyon, a young boy just in his teens as the story 

opens, is the youngest son of old Colonel Kenyon, who was proud, superficially religious, and 

unreasonably partial to his worthless son, Ran. Josh was sickened by Ran’s escapades and hurt 

and angered by his father’s attitude toward Ran in spite of the fact that he was apparently aware 

of the way Ran lived. In high school Josh met and fell in love with Ruthie Harris. He married her 

when he graduated, against his father’s wishes, and took a job in the oil fields. 

Later Josh took a better job in a refinery hut hard times followed. Deep trouble came to 

Ran leaving its hardship on Josh and the rest of the brothers; the depression came bringing 

troubled uncertainty; an explosion at the refinery left Josh jobless and afraid; and death came to 

shatter one of his fondest hopes. Josh came to such depths of hate and despair that if God had not 

graciously restrained him he would have killed himself.  

After Josh’s conversion the hard times lifted and life gradually became easier and 

pleasant again, but now his problems were of a mental and spiritual nature. He had to learn to 

meet life's events and responsibilities in a manner that correlated with his calling as a Christian. 

Although the author of This, My Brother tells the story of Josh Kenyon’s life, yet she 

really tells the story of Josh himself—of his hatred and pride, his inner turmoil, his ambitions and 

longings, his defeat and despair. She tells, too, how his hatred was changed to pity, his pride to 

sorrow and humility, his turmoil to peace; and his ambitions and longings to contentment in the 

Lord’s way. 

The story is realistic with the exception of two or three incidents that are unrealistically 

dramatic. It is interesting entertainment throughout and can be recommended as worthwhile 

reading to those who are well enough informed in our Reformed truth to detect the errors in the 

author’s presentation of conversion or “gittin saved” and other religious principles. Her treatment 

of the negro problem is thought provoking and instructive and perhaps brings out the author’s 

idea of her title even more than the brother relationship of Josh and Ran. 
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