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The Good Tidings is a story dealing with the time of Christ’s birth and early teaching. 

Very little is said concerning the activities and teaching of Jesus as the story tells primarily of the 

life of John the Baptist. 

In the days of Augustus and Tiberius, the Jewish people, suffering under the double yoke 

of imperial Rome and the tyrant Herods, and inwardly strangled by the teachings of the 

Sadducees and Pharisees, were fighting a desperate battle for national survival. Strife, bloodshed 

and all sorts of abominations ran rampant within the land. That this period in the history of Israel 

was one of the darkest hours for the church can be verified by the Scriptures. In this respect the 

author is remarkably accurate. This vivid novel of the troubled days preceding Christ’s ministry 

portrays a land in turmoil.  

During this turbulent era there arose many different sects, each with the firm belief that 

their teachings were the answer to Israel’s economic and religious problems. The author writes in 

detail of the Sicarii, and organization which we today would call the Underground. Leader of this 

group is Tola, young patriot whose fanatical desire it is to rid Palestine of the Roman Eagle. 

There is Barabbas, the outlaw, who according to Sidney, saw his father nailed to a Roman 

galley’s mast, and took his revenge many times over. Akim, the spy, whose professions of 

friendship and loyalty filled the reeking dungeons of Jerusalem, who betrayed resisting Israel to 

the Roman sword only to meet a traitor’s death. 

The story begins with the announcement of the birth of Christ and the following of the 

Star by the Wisemen. As a result of the joyous heralding of the good news that the Messiah is 

born John’s father is put to death. John then is taken to Persia by the Wisemen and does not 

return until a little before his ministry. Scripture does not verify this. According to Sidney, 

John’s teachings were based upon the belief that all men together should unite in a great brother-

hood and share all their burdens together. Then shall there be peace on earth. Here again the 

author contradicts Holy Writ. Scripture speaks continually of the tribulations of the church here 

below. 

The Good Tidings tells the story of Miriam and her love for Tola. Miriam, a childhood 

friend of John, seeks hopelessly for a spiritual life to replace the vacant, stilted and hypocritical 

religion she sees all around her as taught by the Pharisees. Separated by their aims, these two, as 

many others, turn to the prophet John for an answer. Eventually Miriam embraces the doctrine of 

John but Tola clings steadfastly to his belief in the sword. 

The book quite often speaks of the total depravity of man but in the sense that man can 

rescue himself from his, depraved condition. The author makes a pretense of delving deep into 

Scripture. He writes of the cry of all nature to be released from the bondage placed upon it by the 

sin of Man. Apparently he feels that the continual struggle and death in nature itself is the result 

of man’s violating God’s commandments. 

In one respect the book is a refreshing change from the majority of those written about 

the time of Christ. The author does not concern himself too much with Christ and His work. That 

is, he does not write concerning Christ’s teachings and then present an entirely false inter-

pretation. This however is small consolation light of the fact that he does not correctly present 



John’s teachings as Scripture has them. Christ in His work did not at any time repudiate the work 

of John. Hence it would follow that if Sidney contradicts John’s doctrine he basically also refutes 

the doctrine Christ taught. 

Although the book does not abide too close to Scripture it does prove to be interesting 

reading. The book certainly may be read, especially in light of the fact that some of the beliefs 

brought forth are very prevalent in our day. 

If you have the time or the inclination to read it however, bear in mind that it will not 

prove to be more edifying than the Scriptures. 
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