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The second speaker to address the convention began by pointing out to us that we are 

living in the last days, the days of the end. These are indeed perilous times and we must be 

careful not to deny the Power of Godliness. This great power is denied more today than at any 

other time in the world’s history, so we must be on our guard. He, then, contrary to the usual 

procedure, divided his speech into two parts—the denial and the danger for us of denying it. 

I. What does it mean to deny? No one can really deny this power because God cannot be 

denied and His power is an undeniable fact. We only suppress the knowledge of God when we 

deny him. But to deny here means that in our lives we do not live in the power of Godliness. We 

have a shell, a form of godliness, but lack the power thereof. It is counterfeit godliness which can 

be compared to a wax banana which has the form and appearance of a banana but has no food 

value or nutrition. Denying also meant that we love ourselves rather than God—it is simply 

pleasure and self-love. This self-love is opposed to the true power of godliness and is found 

among all men, those in the church as well as the worldly. Self-love of this type will be char-

acteristic especially of the last days. It has always been an outstanding sin but it will continue to 

grow as the last days approach. It will carry a form of godliness so we must be careful not to be 

deceived. It will be self-love under the cloak of religion, not open ungodliness, but having a form 

of godliness and denying the power of it. 

II. So this danger besets us close to home. We need not look across the sea but all around 

us where many and varied religious groups have all form and deny the power. They are as Cain’s 

sacrifice and Israel’s offerings which were merely outward form. The highest example is that of 

the hypocritical Pharisees of Jesus’ day. They were completely wrapped up in form and there 

was no power of Godliness in them. Therefore we see that the things around us which have just a 

form of godliness are our greatest danger. The U. N., labor unions—with their ideals of helping 

the fellow man—seek thereby to deceive us with this form of godliness. They do not have to de-

ceive the world so they use this form to deceive us. Some would even have us believe that God 

would allow man a form of godliness without renewing the heart. These are the kind of evils we 

face every day around us. 

However, by nature we love that form of godliness, we like to follow the crowd. We love 

that outward form and its accompanying earthly power. So we must be able to distinguish the 

imitation from the real. The world will be full of imitations but we must, as did Daniel’s three 

friends, be ready not to defile ourselves with the sins of self-love and pleasure-love. The way to 

combat these dangers is by purposing in our hearts not to deny this power. Do this before you 

meet the world. Face God, with yourself, and with His help we can face all the dangers of denial 

and remain steadfast, standing and conquering in His power. May God be with us to help us 

exercise, and not deny, this power. 
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